


RAILWAYS FOR ALL 

The "Duchess of Montrosel'-BASSETT-LOWKE'S Latest Model-is a thoroughbred 
of the L.M.S.. and a tip-top model t o  boot ! This locomotive is a member of the 
"Princess Coronation" non-streamlined class, and one of B.L's most popular new 
models. Price: Clockwork, electric d.c. 6-8 volts 

o r  electric a.c. 20 volts €9 9 0 

)(aOG U L Build this Line Model L.M.S. "~ogu I "  in Gauge g 4 ~ 1 *  

"with Bassett-Lowke's set of parts," says a model exDert: - "a 'beninner' can build a"live 
steam'-model in under 30 hours 
with the simplest of tools." 
Why not t ry  yourself? 
The complete set of over 50 
parts with vital components- 
boiler,cylinden,etc. in tinished 
condition-costs 13 . I7 . 0 
Details in A.B. 19, New Steam List 

TRAINS 
Send for TT.19 latest list of the "00" 
Gauge Twin Train Table Railway with all 
Its wonderful new developmen&. These 
Include:-The"Lowko"Gradlents. L.M.S. 
CORONATION SCOT and Coaches. 
Model Shops to link up h l t h  Many Ways 
system. Scenic Backgrounds. S.R. 4-4-0 
Train and Coaches. Scale Model Pullman 
Car. Break-down Crane Set, etc.. etc. 
Develop your T.T.R. system thls winter ! 
L is t  TT.19, Price 2d. ~ o s t  free. 

1 CATALOGUES I 
I AB.19 New list entitled "Steam 

Locornorives, stationary 
Engines and Everythingfor the Model I 

I Constructor." 6d.(over the counter). 
8d. post free. I 

I S. 19 Latest catalogueof Ship Models 
&Fittlngs. Pricebd. postfree. GR.19 Latest catalogue of thls 

popular gauge. Price 3d. 
post free. I 
I TT. 19 Latest catalogue of Bauett- 

Lowke T.T.R. Railways. 
Price 2d. past free. I 

8d. post free. 

B A S S E ~ - L O W K E  LTD 
NORTHAMPTON L O N D O N  - 112 H I G H  H O L B O R N  W.C.1 

MANCHESTER : 28 CORPORATION 'STREET 



DEPARTMENT O F  NAVIGATION 
University College, Southampton 

Director: G. W. WAKEFORD, R.N.R., F.R.A.S., A.I.N.A., E x t r a  M a s t e r .  

COURSE FOR PROSPECTIVE CADETS I N  THE MERCHANT NAVY 
Special Announcement. D u e  t o  t h e  ve ry  c o m p l e t e  ~ i r  R a i d  P r e c a u t i o n s  t a k e n  before  t h e  
o u t b r e a k  of  host i l l t ies ,  a n d  i t s  d i s t a n c e  f r o m  t h e  town,  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  h a s  con t inued  t o  func t ion  
as usua l .  Every  eventual i ty is a l lowed  f o r  a n d  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n s  a r e  s o  ex tens ive  t h a t  they  w e r e  
t a k e n  a s  a m o d e l  a n d  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  h a s  been  a s k e d  t o  b e c o m e  a n  omcia1  post .  
A n u m b e r  of s t u d e n t s  h a v e  been  a p p o i n t e d  M i d s h i p m e n .  Roya l  Nava l  Rese rve ,  a n d  h a v e  t a k e n  up 
t h e i r  d u t l e s  a s  s u c h .  
This residential Course of Training for Merchant Naval Cadets is designed to meet the requirements of 
boys who contemplate embracing the sea a s  a career, with a view to becoming officers in the Merchant Navy. 
Year by year the standard required for the various Board of Trade examinations becomes higher, and the 
necessity for  a preliminary course of training is evident. 
The scheme of training is based on the future requirements of the Cadet, and includes a knowledge of the 
technical subjects which are required for Lhe navigation and handling of ships, in addition to subjects 
required for a sound educational training. Special care is paid to developing in the embryo officer the 
ability to cammand and handle subordinates and to fostering initiative and a sense of responsibility. 
The syllabus is composed of :-mathematics, mechanics, physics (including magnetism and electricity), astro- 
nomy, general navigation, English, geography, ship construction, stability, engineering, signalling and general 
seamanship. During the course, educational visits are made to local shipyards, docks, and the various types 
of shipping in the port. 
The course consists of 40 weeks' instruction, divided into three terms, and entry is permissible a t  the 
commencement of any term. Cadets satisfactorily completing the full course may obtain remission of a 
period of six months of the four years' sea service required for the Board of Trade Certificate of Competency 
as Second Mate. 
No set educational standard is demanded. but entry is governed by interview and entrance examination. 
A boy's actual knowledge is not regarded a s  being so important a s  his mental capacity, and the entrance 
examination is devised to ascertain the latter. 
Thd inclusive fee for the year is £97 10s. Bed linen, plate and cutlery are provided, and the mot of personal 
laundrv and medical attendance for minor complaints is included. 

For Prospectur and further informalion aep ly :  
DIRECTOR'S SECRETARY, SOUTH STONEHAM HOUSE, SWAYTHLING, 

Telephone 7511e. SOUTHAMPTON Tplegrams : l a ~ n i n a v ,  Southampton." 

I or drdp one of thdse utimely" hinfs next gift-time. 
a CHROME FITTINGS. 

SIMPLEST METHOD OF FILLING -the Lever System 
-with boxed-in Lever for safety. ' 

VISIBLE INK SECTION-shows you when t o  refill. 
IN  JET BLACK, LIGHT OR DARK BLUE, BROWN, 

PEARL OR DARK GREEN. 

Wat erman's JUNIOR EMPRE MADE 

The Pen with the 14 Carat 
Gold Nih, 

O V E R  55 YEARS P R O V E D  P E R F O R M A N C E  

I216 
IN COLOURS 151- & 1716 

From all Stationers, lewellers and Stores 

L. G. SLOAN LTD., " mhe B e n  corner," 4 1 ,  KINGSWAY, LONDON, W.C.2 . - 

For ALL Pens Waterman's Ink prevents Ink Clog 
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North-Eastern School of 

\Whatesrr the @jobD 
I 1  

\wherever you are 
it's easier to write with a Swan 
No matter when, where or how you want to use it, your 
Swan never fails to get off the mark in double-quick time. 
And the famous Swan nib is second to none for smooth and 
speedy writing- moreover, it is practically unwearable. 
Once bought, a Swan is literally " on duty " for a lifetime. 

~f you want to send a 
present to a friend on 
active service or  in train- 
ing, YOU can't do  better 

J than send a Swan. 

Leverless Swans 1716 to 421-. Visofil Swans, 251-. 
Lever-filling Swans from 1016. Blaclrbird Pens, 716 
(Ladies' size 816). Of all Stationers and Jewellers. 
Made tbrou&t in the British Isles by Mabie, Todd 
& Co., Ltd. Branches: Swan House, 133/135 Oxford 
Street, Lonah, W.1; 79 High Holbm, lV.C.1; 
3 Excbmge Street, Manch6sfer. Head Olpce tempor- 
arib at 26 Donnington Square, Newbury, Bwh. 

Established 28 years. Telephone : 2625 

Specialises in training young men 
for posts as 

MARINE RADIO OFFICERS 
Licensed by H.M. Postmaster 
General, and recognised and 
approved, since 19 1 1 ,  as a 
training centre by The Marconi 
international Marine Commun- 
ication Company, Ltd., and by 
the principal Wireless and 
Shipping Companies. 

Comp le te l y  re-equipped, 
by The Marconi Company, 
w i t h  t h e i r  l a t e s t  t y p e  
ship transmitters, receivers, 
a n d  D i r e c t i o n  F i n d i n g  
apparatus. 
Training and Boarding School 
on the sea-front. 

Positions found for al l  
students when qualified. 

Prospectus on appllcation to the Principal : 

M. W. G. Russell, Mem.l.R.E., A.M.lnst.E., &c. 

Radio House, Shaftesbury Road, 
BRIDLINGTON, Yorks. 

(RECEPTION AREA) 



You want to know how exciting life can be to read about adventures all over the world 
and about the heroes of yesterday and to-d&? Then you'll find all you'reflookingfor and. 
more in the B.O.P. 

JThis famous magazine feature. articles by experts on all the subjects whioh matter to 
the modern boy, careers and hobbies. science and sport. Forfirst class fiction and true- 
to-life yarnsyou'il find none better than those by the distinguished authors who contribute 
every month. OBTAINABLE AT ALL NEWSAGENTS A N D  BOOKSTALLS. 

- 

PUBLISHED A T  4 BOUVERIE STREET . L O N D O N  . E . C . 4  

TH'E 'SPUR 
"To each his need, from each his power" 

This is the first W a r  Spur. I t  is, of course, different. 
Gone are the accounts of Lectures and Visits; plans for possible 
expansion have had to be dropped. 

Yet there is plenty here of interest. The Bryanston 
Exchange Visit was a peace-time innovation of great promise 
for the future. "Delving to Victory" and the composite 
contribution on Tutorials, are records of great interest, 
although they concern things brought about by unhappy cir- 
cumstances. Our first full-dress School Certificate Results 
provide an achievement of which we may be proud. Of the 
thrc.2 entirely original contributions for which we have been 
ablc to find room, "On Reading" contains a message for the 
inhabitants of a new blacked-out civilization. 

And so The Spur and the School it serves arc not dead. 
Adjustment has been successfully brought about; adjustment 
to conditions that are new in their present form, but which are 
only transitory. Society is not static. War's changes arc 
often in the shape of makeshift, but there is never any return 
to  re-war" conditions. This war, with its unpleasantness 
and inconvenience for all, and misery for many, is but the 
approach to the Great Chamber of Opportunity when Pcacc 
brinqs the time for re-construction, happiness and procgress. 

HEADMASTER'S NOTES 

Now that it has happened we realize how long the fear of 
war has pressed hard upon our consciousncss. Although its 
course has so far contradicted every prophecy, the view of last 
July holds good. Come what may, education must go on. 
I n  the post-war world young men will stand in greater ncctl 
than ever of minds developed to maximum capacitv. To takc 
the first post that is offekcl is short-sightea 'polidy. Educa- 
tion always pays in the end, and remains thc surest insurance 
policy in an uncertain world. An education rooted in free 
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enquiry has no place in Nazi policy: it has in England's. It 
is therefore one of the traditions of this country which we are 
fighting to preserve. I t  is our responsibility to see that here 
in this place we do our utmost to see that our normal life is 
as little interrupted as possible. 

This term has seen a new time-table as each shelter was 
completed. Before we break-up our seventh will be finished. 
Should raids come they will shelter us. I t  is my earnest hope 
that parents and boys will regard such disasters as interrup- 
tions to education, as irrelevant as they are unfortunate. I n  
the film, Mr. Chips asks a boy to volunteer to go on constru- 
ing C ~ s a r ' s  Gallic War while the turmoil of bombardment 
raged outside. He gave a timely example. I t  was not the 
least service of an inspiring film. The calling of schoolmaster 
has had in the past scant justice in fiction. 

Cancellations and postponements there had to be. If 
expense had not prohibited the blacking-ou't of the Hall we 
should have proceeded with the School Play. When a 
Wimbledon bookshop confesses to thinking of us as "The 
"Shakespearean School," it is the greater pity to let hostilities 
break a valuable tradition. A play will therefore go into 
rehearsal after Christmas, which it is hoped to produce in the 
open air next summer. The House Play Competition will be 
held early next term, as arranged. 

"Major Barbara" has to be postponed. But that valu- 
able nucleus of parents who have come to look to the School 
for entertainment must not be neglected just when numbers 
were increasing. Readings in the Library will therefore start 
again next term. Please brave the black-out and come along. 
Dates will coincide with the period of full moon. 

Mr. Baker, who was to have joined the Staff this term, 
has been called up. We look forward to welcoming him a s  
soon as hostilities effect his release. The fact that four of the 
School's Old Boys-Crouch, Fielding, Whiteley, Winder- 
are in uniform should remind us that we can no longer excuse 
our shortcomings on the ground that we are a "new School." 
Indeed the sooner we forget our age the better. Youth and 
age are both deceptive guides to educational values. 

* * * * 

The School offers its congratulations to Professor Hughes- 
Parry, a member of the Governing Body, on his appointment 
to the onerous and responsible office of Chairman of the 
Academic Council of the University of London. 

* * * * 
The Charity Collection this term is on behalf of the Lord 

Mayor Treloar's Home for Cripples at Alton, in Hampshirc. 
At a time when deserving appeals are made on all sides, the 
choice is appropriate, because the Home has received our own 
Paul Wilson, who holds a special place in the School's 
affection. * * * * 

The exchange visit of thc party of boys from Rryanston 
during the wcek in u l y  was a fitting climax both to thc 
School's most successful term and to the last in the happy 
conditions of peace. The I-Icadmaster of Brj.ranston wrote : 
"We likcd your boys vcrv much, and I hope our boys will 
behave equally well." He need have no fears: they did. 
Their spontaneous c h ~ i m  and independence was e x ~ m ~ l e  and 
tmic.  The only difficulty arose when one of their numbcr 
ex~ressed his intention of goin? to wait at the "What '?' " 
CafC and hitch-hikin;. home. Such an adventurous s ~ i r i t  our 
own boys could well cmulate. The first supper ..n Hall: 
young, friendly faces everywhere; Masters and wivcs, and 
boys from two schools, intermingling with ease and hap& 
ncss; the range of music from thc ~ i a n o ,  f r ~ m  the "Rlue 
Danube" to Beethoven; and the setting sun, will linger in the 
mrmory. * ?C .s x 

The Carol Service with which the School has wished its 
boys and parents a happv Christmas has had to go for this 
year. The loss is grave, but the wish remains. 

* * * * 
We all extend our sympathy to Mr. Milton in the accidcnt 

which his eye suffered when a tennis ball accidentally struck 
it the Gym, Those of us who know the rigours of voluntary 
gym. are only thankful that the sight of the eye is not per- 
manently impaired. The damage done, however, has necessi- 
tated lying in a darkened bedroom and a month's absencc, 
both unwelcome to one of Mr. Milton's mercurial energy. 
We thank Mr. Sanders, of Jesus College, Oxford, who has ablv 
deprltized for him. 

* x. Y * 
m The fact that schoolmasters over thc age of twenty-fivc 
P: are still scheduled as "rescrved occupation," and thereforc s 
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ineligible for enlistment in H.M. Forces, gives ground for hope 
that there will be yet awhile little disturbance of Staff. We 
welcome Mr. L. T. Jackson, who will be taking Mr. Baker's 
place temporarily. He is a classical man from Trinity Hall, 
Cambridge. * .)c Q .x 

The School's past and present Art Masters were well 
represented in a most interesting exhibition a t  the Leicester 
Galleries of pictures of the uniformly small dimension of 8$ ins. 
by 6 ins. Claude Rsgers's "Sunset Sky" was an example of 
the landscape work to which he is now seriously devoting him- 
self in Norfolk. Mr. Shephard's two portraits were arresting, 
and showed him far less afraid of colour than his "Regent's 
Square" or his recent exhibition. His "House Painting" was 
a good idea, lending itself well to this restricted medium. 
Boys' painting over four years has shown the advantage the 
School has from instruction by mcn who are themselves paint- 
ing whcn not tcaching, and whose reputations are well 
established in circlcs where art is understood. 

SCHOOL OFFICERS, CHRISTMAS, 1939 
Head of th.e School: A. Hinton. 

School Prefects : 
K .  0. Richards, A. de Potier, W. J. Stephens, S.  T. Launder, 

D. G. Austin, B. W. Meade. 
Captain of Rugby:  K .  0. Richards. 

Secretary of Rugby : S. T. Launder. 

We very much regret the omission of E. J. Nagle's name 
from the list of last term's School Prefects, and ask him to 
accept our apologies. 

SCHOOL CERTIFICATE, 1939 
The following boys were awarded a General School Cer- 

tificate as a result of their work in the examination in June : - 
Bailey CV. A., Barsham R. A., Giblls H .  T. ,  Grubb J. H., 

Hill P. S. (IT.), Jepson E. B., Jordan J. P. R.  (M.), Launder 
S. T., 3Iansbridge H. (M.),  Mason K. A. (M.), Nagle E. J., 
Prangnell H. A. (M. ) ,  Smith L. A. (M.), Stephens W. J. 
Woodward T. S.,  Ambrose B., Day A. (M.), Franks K. 
D. (M.), Gntcs D. F., Hitchon J. O., Plummer F. G., Robbins 
J. W. (M.), Scoble G. J., Smith J. A., Steele F. E. (M.), 
vaughan D. G.  (M.), Cockman P. S.. Daniel E .  D.,  Daniels 
K.  S. (M.), Gray A.C., Hutchin E. G., Meade B. W. (M.), 

J 
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Nagle A . ,  Purser R .  L., Revill P. J. (M.), Wells E. A.,  
.Townson D. 

The suffix M. denotes exemption from Matriculation 
'should the candidate wish to enter London University. 

PRIZE-GIVING 
A private distribution of Prizes took place in Hall on 

the afternoon of December 14th, when the School welcomed 
as its distinguished visitor Mr. T. S. Eliot. 
School Prizes 

Headmaster's Essay Prize : Forrest. 
hlr. Gibb's Geography Prize : Wells proxime accessit, 

Ambrose. 
Science Prize : Prangnell. 
General Knowledge Prizes : Senior, Hinton; Junior, 

Andrews. 
Scripture Recitation Prizes: Bell, Hdwill, Gardiner, 

Mason. 
Prize for the best work done in the First Year Sixth: 

.Hinton. 
' Prize for the best performance in School Certificate: 

Meade. 

Subject Prizes 
Ennlislz: Hitchon 1. O., Townson, Bell, Petit, Simeone, 

.Reid N: W. 
- 

French: Launder, Vaughan D. G., Marchant, Honeker, 
Gray, Brodrick, Lawrence E. C. 

Mathematics : Daniels, 'Bartlett G., Lawrence L. E., 
Sleigh, Thompson A . ,  Ruff, Chamberlain. 

Science: Meade, Revill, Sorrell, Saxby, Holwill, Green 
J. F., Quartermain. 

History : Austin, Robbins, Cattell, Vaughan P. W., 
Smith D. F. 

Latin: Hinton, Franks, Andrcws, Overell B. G., 
Baker C. W. 
, German : Poulter, Holmes, Carter H.  C., Bannister. 

Geography: Scoble, Carr, Bond A. E. ,  Williams K. S., 
Tuthill. 

Art:  Brookes, Rignell, CValton. 
Woodwork : T,owe, Smith B. L., Smith W., Cathrow. 
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EXCHANGE, VISIT WITH BRYANSTON 
Below we print accounts by those who took part in this 

most successful experiment of last term. They speak for 
themselves in what they tell of the profit and enjoyment 
derived from the scheme. May happier days come soon in 
which the experiment can be repeated. 

BRYANSTON AT RAYNES PARK 
Crash! A cyclist ricochets off the back of a green M.G. 

and lands in the middle of the carriage-way. That is my first 
memory of Raynes Park. Five of us with two of our hosts 
crushed into this car, and Mr. Cobb took us to our new H.Q. 
We were struck by the modern aspect of the place. A short 
tour of inspection then took place, and our first impression 
was substantiated. We saw the quadrangle, which is the 
focal point of any good school story, and which we at 
Bryanston lack. Then came our first interview with the 
Headmaster. 

We had heard and talked to Mr. Garrett while he was 
paying one of his visits to Bryanston, but then he was not the 
Headmaster of the School we were at. This interview was, 
therefore, preceded by that empty feeling at  the pit of the 
stomach, and the sweating of the palms of the hands, which 
I always get before an encounter with the powers that be. 
However, any fears I had were quite unjustified, and we were 
put at  our ease immediately by the atmosphcrc of welcome 
and comradeship which pervaded his modern and artistic 
study and radiated from himself. He handed us our pro- 
gramme sheets, and his next words fell on deaf ears as we 
scanned them. He did not linger on the subjects outlined on 
the sheets, but spoke about the probable differences which we 
might find. This time I think that it was his fears which 
were unfounded. He told us whom we were staving with, 
and their interests. He must have been very well-informed 
about us, for we all had several interests in common with our 
respective hosts. When he had finished offering us the use 
of his library he took us into the Hall for supper with our 
hosts and some of the Masters. 

Food and drink served their usual purpose of loosening 
the tongue. Like the walrus and the carpenter, we talked of 
many things. Both boys and Staff received us in a wav which 
it would be quite useless to try and put into words. We met 
those who had been down to Bryanston, and, with them as 
go-betweens, we were soon chatting with our new friends in 
the best of spirits. I do not know if it was specially. in our 
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honour, but we had that sweet of sweets, strawberries and 
cream. After this meal Mr. Reecroft gave us the pleasure 
of seeing and hearing a master-pianist in action. He also 
reminded us very forcibly of our own Mr. Bramall. When 
this talented performance was over we wended our various 
ways. I went home with Mr. Milton, and would like to take 
this opportunity of thanking both him and Mrs. Milton for 
their very generous hospitality. 

Our first encounter with the scholastic side of Raynes 
Park was an examination. I t  was a severe test on our general 
knowledge, but we all survived with greater or lesser degrees 
of success. I t  was a nice change to have the Masters coming 
to you instead of having to go to them. They probably think 
differently. I found that the work was of a more stereotyped 
nature than at Bryanston, but unless the Dalton Plan is used 
it is impossible to cover a great range of subjects without 
having Staff and room unlimited. The work done seemed Lo 
me to be of a very high standard, though as I was working 
with the Sixth Form I was probably among the pick of  he 
School's brains. No offence meant to those who are working 
their way up there! I am sure that your parcnts must bc 
very satisfied with the results that they see on Open Night. 

I thought that this was a very sound idea, and was much 
impressed by the exhibits and demonstrations in the Physics 
and Chemistry Laboratories. Some of the things done were 
almost unbelievable to a layman. Two of our number dis- 
tinguished themselves by being slung out of the Physics Lab. 
for attempting to short-circuit the roundabout. The author 
claims complete innocence of the incident ! In the Hall I saw 
a very fine selection of useful articles made by the wood- 
workers. In there I was also buttonholed and begged to buy 
a book for the Library. Do not ask me what it was, as I do 
not remember. Outside the Scouts were gallantly building 
their West Wall. Nearby I saw lizards in the sanctuary of 
their vivarium. 

I have purposely not dealt with the tours which were so 
kindly arranged for us, as most of you will have heard about 
them from your members who accompanied us. I was very 
interested in the Film Studios, being a photographer myself. 
The B.B.C. made me marvel a t  the ingenuity of Man. 
Carter's Seed and the Fish and Meat Pastes factories gave us 
a glance a t  mass production. Northcliffe House overawed 
me. The visit to "Rhonda Roundabout" gave us well- 
balanced entertainment. I have only roughly sketched these 
things, as this article is about Raynes Park, and not the 
hospitality of our hosts, which was overwhelming. 
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Owing to the fact that the boys a t  Raynes Park live at  
home, it is difficult t'o run hobby societies such as we have a t  
Bryanston. I think that this is a pity, as boys with develop- 
ing minds should be able to get together for quiet evenings 
of discussion about points which are interesting, or perhaps 
worrying them. This, however, cannot be helped, and you 
make up for it in your other spheres which you are doing so 
well in. 

My general impression of the School was one of satisfac- 
tion. I had seen a group of men and boys who were doing 
their share in making the old order give place to the new. 
Change should not be too violent or sudden, and Raynes 
Park is seeing that the new individualism in education is being 
spread. 

G. P. Mack. 
(With suggestion from T.  A. Wimbush and D. G. Leven). 

RAYNRS PARK AT BRYANSTON 
The first three things to strike us were a mansion 

miraculously adapted to house a population of over 300, a 
uniform which gave us a surprising sense of freedom and 
friendliness, and the immediate feeling we had from all the 
boys that barriers were down because we did not necd to sniff 
round each other like suspicious dogs. This was the more 
surprising because the boys seemed so much more command- 
ing than ours, particularly in having servants to wait upon 
them. In our School we are trained to do our own dinner 
service, clear our own tables, and wait on each othcr. They 
seemed to have more air of authority than we ever get. This 
is probably because boarding schools aim to produce leaders, 

, who are supposed to use authority properly. We all thought 
Pioneering a splendid idea, particularly as it meant that every- 
body learned the fun of manual labour. I t  was good to think 
that any building and road-making that had to be done was 
done by the boys. This manual work is encouraged by the 
hobbies which the whole School seems to have. We made 
a pot each, and even that experience was enough to make 11s 
understand all that our own education was losing by having no 
facilities for such work. Few boys can ~ r o d u c e  a sculnture as 
moving as "The Refugees," but most boys would pain from 
some such means of expressing what they have in them. 

We were all impressed with the ease and familiarity of 
Masters and boys in class-rooms as well as outside. This led 
to far greater interest and liveliness in work. I t  was shown 
in a readin? of "Saint Joan," and even in a Cermn-n cclass. 

8 

Boys seemed to know, and to want to know, more about 
political ideas than we do, and with them we felt tongue-tied. 

We envied the wisdom of the Rest Period with good 
music to listen to after lunch every day, although it took us 
some time to get over our surprise at  boys' bodies immobile 
as stone in window recesses and curling round the legs of a 
piano. And obviously freedom of choice of games and activi- 
ties leads to higher standard of performance as well as greater 
happiness. 

On the ouestion of dav or boarding schools we all decided 
we peferred'the greater fpeedom of the day school, because it 
leaves us with the initiative of planning our own time in the 
evenings and week-ends. If however we had to go to a 
boarding school we should be very fortunate to find ourselves 
at  Brj~anston. 

We arc all very grateful to the Headmaster of Bryanston 
for having us in his School; to Mr. G. V. Morris for filling our 
time to such profit; and to our guides and everyone at 
Eryanston who made us happy and at home. 

G. M. Cattell, G. J. Fisher, A. Day, 
J .  Robbins, K. Daniels, L. A. Smith. 

(Reprinted by permission of the Editor of the Rryansion 
Saga .) 

TUTORIALS 
We asltcd some parents, some boys and some Masters to 

give us their impressions of the Tutorial System which reigned 
for a time at the beginning of the term. This is what we got, 
more or less as it came in, though some spclling has been 
altered and one or two names have been cut out. 

Front a Parent 
Dear Mr. 

When the Tutorial System was first mooted, it being 
impossible to open the School, we thought the idea was a 
splendid one and our boys were thrilled with the prospect of 
seeing how the great lived, being thoroughly bored by this 
time with the long enforced absence from School. 

I t  was interesting to hear their impressions. The elder 
was greatly interested in the bachelor flat shared by two of 
the Masters, and his ambition at present is that he and his 
bosom friend should do the same in later life. 

The vounger, when reprimanded about the state of the 
room in which he had been doing his homework-untidy, 
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books thrown on the Aoor, etc.-retorted, "Well, you ought to 
see M r . ' s  room." No names, no detention, but sufficient 
to say that he was one of the bachelor members of the Staff. 

I should like to say that the system reflccted great credit 
on the Staff of the School. 

From a Boy  
The chief imp~ession I have after the Tutorials is one of 

rush and bustle. From house to house, road to road we had 
to dash, often over wet roads, with the greatest possible 
speed, yct at the same time losing neither our books nor our 
way. The houses were quite often some way apart, and to 
the writer, who did not know the terrain of Raynes Park, the 
roads were long and very hard to find, and he frequcntly was 
forced to amble aimlessly round kvimbledon looking for the 
right road to take, or misled by a "short cut" that wasn't! 
All in all, however, we usually managed to arrive at our destin- 
ation safely, though not always punctually, which could not 
be helped, because of the aforesaid distance between houses. 
Ho~vever, the writer's group was once greeted by the surprising 
remark, "Du bist sehr spat" ("You are very late ! "), spoken, 
however, in a welcoming voice. 

Two interesting personal points were to be observed 
during the Tutorials. In the lodgings, or, to quote the board 
outside, "The Residential Hotel," of the Editor of The Spur, 
cards could be seen daily exhorting him NOT to use-the fire- 
place as an ashtray. These, or so we were told, were popped 
under the fire in each case. Who won this battle of wits, or 
whether it still rages, only the Editor can tell! 

The other occurrence was the regular bombarding with 
apples of a certain Master's last group on Friday by his host's 
children, who are also members of this School. This hap- 
pened when the group, during a "free" period, sat diligently 
in the adjoining park, polishing up or, in some cases, doing 
their homework. By the time the apples landed they were so 
squashed that they were fit neither for edible nor retaliatory 
purposes, ancl the group was left a defenceless butt to its 
invisible enemies. This, though a pleasant little custom in 
itself, was rather an impediment to learning. 

On the whole, however, the Tutorials were good fun and 
we learnt quite a lot in them, but I think it will be agreed 

J it is better fun as we are now, and we learn just as-much. 

From a Masteu 
The domestic difficulties of a temporarily bachelor house- 

hold were lessened rather than increased by the Tutorials 
system. After all, what was the use of dusting or tidying the 
sitting-room when over a hundred boys walked in and out of 
it every week? I t  was easier, pleasanter and more practical to 
do nothing whatsoever about it and steel oneself to face the 
wrath that would surely come in the shape of a returning wife. 

Meanwhile, faced by wave upon wave of boys who 
apparently had nothing better to do than work, one recalled 
one's University days and struck attitudes reminiscent of one's 
Tutors-an agreeable pastime which was, of course, quite lost 
on the eager pupils. The result of it all was some delightful 
hours of unlaborious study and, from the brighter spirits at 
least, a lot of original work. 

From a Boy 
I think that the Tutorial system was a very good idea 

to fill up the time while the air raid shelters were being built. 
We had most of the important subjects, and being in small 

groups, we found it easier to learn. Naturally it was not 
possible to have the usual number of periods, but this was 
compensated for by the fact that we had more intimate asso- 
ciation with our Masters. I found it very nice to learn lessons 
on comfortable chairs and settees. 

One disadvantage was riding up Denmark Hill and 
Thornton Hill in heavy downpours of rain. Fortunately our 
Masters allowed us to dry our coats and trousers. 

Not only did we have plenty of leisure time, but the times 
of lessons allowed us to rise at  a later hour than usual. 

I think it was very good of the Masters to let us use their 
homes for lessons. 

From a Parent 
I am glad that the Editox. has asked us to write about the 

days of the Tutorial systcm, for they are pleasant to recall. 
I am a heretic about the School day, not liking the long 
childless blank it leaves in the home day; but I did well in 
the golden age of the Tutorials. My house was filled with a 
succession of boys whose gentle voices, soft tread and con- 
siderate manners made them delightful visitors. The 
youngest members of the family raced for the honour of 
opening the door to them, though sometimes the winner was 
so shy that he hastily shut the door again and hid. The 
grandparents could not believed that those boys--later known 
as those nice boys-were really there. An atmosphere of 
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learning and scholarship pervaded the sitting-room. The 
boys, born in an age of speed, had the new experience of 
learning at  leisure, and I believe that the knowledge acquired 
against the background of tranquility and not immediately 
jostled in the mind by the arrival of another lesson, will be a 
lasting possession-a curiously unexpected gift to the children 
of a country at  war. 

DELVING TO VICTORY 
(Some jragmenls about the  present state of affairs) 

I 
In  nineteen hundred and thirty-nine, 
Since Blimp hung hovering over the East, 
Our work became disjointed 
(Some were disappointed), 
And we've very carefully had to toe the line, 
And from the Joseph Hood Memorial 
To our blessi-d next Tutorial 
We have t.0 lug our gas masks all the time. 

Refrain : 
0, it's Westward Ho! for Worcester Park, in wind and 

driving rain; 
North again to Worple Road and back to iliest Barnes 

Lane. 
I1 

New every morning are the schemes 
Of which the County Council dreams. 
They raise our hopes and calm our fears 
With all their gladsome panaceas. 

I11 
We will build you shelters safe from bombers' might, 
From Prayer-time in the morning till black-out at  night. 
We will build them strongly, with seats along each side, 
Where fifty stalwart youngsters can safely go and hide. 

IV 
The contractor came down like a wolf on the School, 
His chariots were laden with bricks, spade and tool. 
He raised flat-roofed shrines to the god A.R.P., 
And left our green turf like the waves of the sea. 

Refrain : 
For they must dig down to the clay again. 
Tit-willow, tit-willow, tit-willow. 

J 
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Thcre's a breathless hush in the School to-night, 
The County's scheme-it has just come in. 

The Nation's food is the Nation's might, 
Three years to go and a war to win. 

It 's not for the sake of a Chamberlain joke, 
Nor yet for a Churchill blockade, 

But the Winged Lion's empty stomach spoke, 
"Dig up, dig up, and ply your spade." 

"Ye shall dig," said they, "Ye shall labour and make a 
plot. 

"We'll give you seed potatoes and ca3bage red. 
"What will ye more for your School, ye lousy lot?" , 

"Pitch for our pitch," we said. 

We flung the rusty iron out of the trench, 
Disturbed the sleepers sunk in their clayey beds; 

And all through the noonday rain, discounting the drench, 
We dug, mopping our heads. 

Refrain : 
Our garden is a loathsome thing, God wot. 

I Deep ruts, mounds made, holes dug. 

VII  

0 that it were April, 
Now our orchard's here. 

Refrain : 
Send us Victorias, 
Cox's and Glorias, 
Long to reign over us, 
God save our King. 



VIII 
There is the foreman, all muscle and brawn, 
Whose timely death we all should mourn, 
Who ruined our paths, and pulled up our corn 
In the Biology Patch so recently born. 
Who spoilt the pond 
Of which we were fond, 
And damaged the frond 
Of the tree beyond. 
Who broke the frame 
In safety's name, 
Who kidnapped the lizards 
With shock to their gizzards, 
And erected the shelters 
That lie round the house that Jack built. 

I 
I 

(Apologies to everybody, including Sir Henry Newbolt, 
W. S. Gilbert, R. L. S., Browning, Lord Byron, Henry Carey, 
T. E. Brown, Lord Tennyson and Lord Haugh Haugh of 
Ziesen. 1 

SCHOOL LIBRARY 
We thank the following Old Boys for their presentations 

to the Library : - 
R. Barnes : Zane Grey, "Last of the Plainsmen" (F.). 
L. Fielding : Edward Gibbon, "Autobiography" (890). 
A. Gurney: Sir Alan Cobham, "20,000 Miles in a Flying 

Boat" (670). 
P. Jordan : M. G. Frost, "Ask Me Another" (190). 
S. W. Heath: J. S.  Fletcher, "Murder in the Pallant" 

(F.) and "Mystery Stories" (F.). 
W. A. Bailey: Beaumont and Fletcher, "Select Plays" 

(830). 
A. V. Saxby: Somerset Maugham, "Liza of Lam- 

beth" (F.I. 
K. Zolmanis: Max Beerbohm, "Seven Men" (F.). 

1 
R. Patrick : Rosaline Ivrurray, "The Greeks" (515). 
E. B. Jepson: Arnold Bennett, "Literary Taste" (810). 
A. Grav: Lorna Lewis, "Leonard0 the Inventor" (870). 
E. T. Nagle: William Kent, "London Worthies" (860). 
1. Wratten: W. M. Smart. "Astronomy" (9801. 
H.  A. Pranqnell: J. W. Biqer .  "Man against Microbe" 

(000). 

Cobb's HOUSE NOTES 
Cricket 

Cobb's v .  Halliwell's 
Having reached the final by beating Gibb's, we felt confi- 

dent to meet Halliwell's. Halliwell's batted first and scored 
96. At last our turn came to bat, but, alas, we only reached 
48. Our second innings, however, brought our total score to 
126. We had therefore to try to skittle them out for under 
30 for a win (which we very nearly did). We were almost 
hysterical when, after five wickets had fallen, the score was 
only 10; but luck was against us and, after a close finish, 
Halliwell's won, scoring 38 for 8 declared. 
Swimming 

Our narrow defeat at last year's Gala made us more than 
ever determined to succeed this year. Everyone took qualify- 
ing seriously, and did his utmost to gain those valuable initial 
points. This combined effort had the desired result, and we 
won the Swimming Competition for the first time. The whole 
event and result was a very good effort and reflects great credit 
on our Swimming Captain, who organized our teams and 
urged us all on with help and encouragement. 

Rugby Cobb's v .  Halliwell's. Lost, 6-0. 
Apart from our "warming up" period at the beginning 

of the game, our XV played very well. We had much the 
weaker team and, although we lost, everyone, whether for- 
ward or three-quarter, fought hard. Our two main faults are 
a lack of imagination in anticipating and forestalling the 
opponents' tactics, and secondly, that we don't keep our eye 
on the ball. This last accounts for much misdirected effort, 
which we cannot afford to lose. 

We are glad to welcome Pegg as one of us this term. 
He has already proved himself a tenacious full-back and a 
fearless tackler. 

E. Ei. Jepson has left us after four years as School and 
House Captain-longer, probably, than any subsequent leader 
we may have will remain-and is endeavouring to become a 
sea dog. I am sure we all hope for his success in the Navy 
exam. I know he will always follow our fortunes with par- 
ticular interest, for we were his first command. 

W. A. Bailey has secured a post with Heinz & Co., and 
likes his work. 

Prangnell is working in a bank. 
C. H. Hill is with the Union Castle Line. 
Uff is working near by at Senior's. 
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Gibbs' 
This year we find ourselves for the first time in the History 

of the House proud holders of the "Cock House Cup," a 
success which on the whole we deserved. Our aim now is to 
keep this coveted trophy longer than Halliwell's House, who 
have held it for the last two years. 

I t  is perhaps difficult to think back to the bright days of 
last Summer Term, b ~ l t  I would like to say a few words about 
our glorious failure in the Swimming Competitions. We were 
third in the final list, but when it is realized that we were 
first with only two events to go, you can see what a hard fight 
we put up. I would like to congratulate Rodrigues on the 
magnificent way in which he led his Swimming team, and on 
his own personal achievements. 

Before embarking on our prospccts in the coming Rugger 
trials, I would like to mention the deep regret which the whole 
House felt a t  thc loss of E .  J. Nagle, our former House Cap- 
tain. He had hcld that office since last Easter, and we are 
glad to know that he is making headway in the commercial 
world. We hope we shall see him from time to time at 
School. This applies to all the Old Boys of the House, many 
of whom we have not seen since thcy left School. 

And now for the coming Rugger matches. With five of 
the First XV in the team, I hope we may be excused for 
thinking that our prospects are rosy. I hope our thoughts are 
not premature, but thc House is definitely thinking that we 
shall take the Cup for the third year in succession. At the 
time of writing we have not played any House matches, but 
our supporters may rcst assured that whatever the result we 
shall play hard and keenly. 
Valele 

Nagle E .  J., Purser B., Parkcr B., Sommers, Goodman, 
Saunders H. ,  Mylam. 
Salvete 

Andrews, Dailley, Ellis, Healey, C.unningham, Down- 
ham, Gathercole, Saward, Smith F. G. 
Halliwell's 

At the end of each year we suffer by the loss of Senior 
members of the House, and for a while things seem very dis- 
organized. Fortunately up to now we have had little 
difficulty in filling the vacant places, but this year we have 
been very unf.ortunate. We were resigned to the departure , . 
of Seniors such as J. Grubb and P. Jordan, but it came as a 
severe blow when we learnt that J. Christian was leaving, for 
he was to be the House Captain this year. We wish all those 
who have left a successful and happy career. 
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In starting the term six to seven weeks late, we naturally 
found ourselves rather rushed for time to play the House 
Rugby matches; in spite of this we have managed to play two. 
In the match against Cobb's we won, 6-0. Credit is due to 
our forwards, who played hard throughout the second half. 
In the following match against Newsom's, which had been 
postponed owing to bad weather, we lost, 3-5. In this game 
our scruin showed its lack of practice by being almost unable 
to keep together and do what it was told. This is the basis 
of all Rugby scrumnlage work, and is usually the foundation 
of victory for the side. 

It  is disappointing still to see only a few, and the same 
staunch few each time, turn up to watch the House matches. 

To the Juniors I would like to say, while on the subject 
of Rugby, that a little more thought should be given as to 
whether one should play Rugby or not, for Rugby is not a 
game to be judged by first impressions. 

Early next term the House Dramatic Competition takes 
place. I would like all those taking part to do their best to 
overcome difficultics and put on a performance that will evoke 
universal admir a t' ion. 

Milton's 
Milton's h a w  lost their first House Rugger match against 

Newsom's. The superior quality of the opposing team over- 
rvhelmcd the enthusiasm shown by our fifteen. We could 
not hold Austin and Richards, and thcrein lay our lvcakness. 
The forwards did not combine quite as wcll as thcy might 
have done, but it may be said with truth that the tram played 
with much good-intentioncd vigour. Hinton played a cap- 
tain's game, and in passing we congratulate him on obtaining 
his School Colours, whilst the resolute tackling of Edwards and 
Honeker was a noteworthy feature of the game. The team 
should give the remaining Houses hard games, and support by 
the remaining members of the House in the form of cheers 
would be greatly appreciated. It  is perhaps a pity that it 
was not possible to play League matches this term, for Milton's 
seem to make a habit of winning the Leagues. Last term, for 
instance, our League team won the Cricket Competition, and 
the X I  must be congratulated on their performance. 

Unfortunately this term has seen the loss of a number 
of our most valuable members. Among these, Mason and 
Saxby particularly shone in the Athletic field; Mason was 
Captain of House Cricket and Hockey, whilst Saxby was 
Rugger Captain. Cockman, who left us at  the beginning of 
term, will be sadly missed when we defend the Dramatic Cup 
next term. He played, with much success, Feste in the 



School production of "Twelfth Night." Wright was another 
athlete whose loss is a. blow to the House. We wish all those 
who have left us the best of luck in their future careers. 

Among the Juniors whom we welcome into our midst, 
two have already played vigorously in the House Rugger team 
-Kidd and Read. Schrecker, Rignell, Reuter, Higgins, 
Carter, Gardiner, Lee, Reeves, receive our best wishes for 
their success and happiness in our House. 
STOP PRESS : 

After an exceedingly hard-fought game, we beat Cobb's 
a t  Rugger by 12-3. As Cobb's was our most feared rival 
after Gibb's, we are now looking forward to beating Halli- 
well's. 

Newsom's 
Knowing nothing of the future, we must try and seek our 

consolation from the past; but little can be found save self- 
reproach and unpleasant memories. Ours is a dismal past. 
After the false dawn of the first House Dramatic Competition, 
the House sank into gloomy resignation, with poor results in 
Hockey, Cricket and Swimming. Attendance has been nil at 
all House competitions, and a general lack of enthusiasm is 
prevalent everywhere. 

Whether it was the belief that we had reached the crux 
of our misfortunes, or merely that our luck had at last turned, 
I cannot say; but the present term has opened comparatively 
well. After defeating Milton's in Rugby, we proceeded more 
surprisingly to gain a victory over Halliwell's. Rumours are 
now circulating in the House that we may beat Gibb's in the 
next match, while some out-and-out optimists dream wildly 
of the Inter-House Rugby Cup. "What a piece of work is 
man." We just manage to defeat two Houses and a wave 
of unfol~nded optimism sweeps through the House. The 
majority of this fantastical false confidence comes not from 
the team, who are fully aware of the difficulty of their task, 
but from individuals who are invariably to be found in 

. cinemas or by fire-sides while the subjects of their idle chatter 
are battling unsupported on the field. The remainder of the 
House is completely apathetic, and care nothing if we win or 
lose. 

This state of affairs must be remedied; the House must 
take a greater interest in the work of its members. It  is not 
sufficient to learn of a House victory or defeat the day after 
the match. The whole House must be present to encourage 

J its representatives. In the coming new year House Plays 
a.re starting, and in our sadly depleted state everyone must do 
his utmost to help produce a successful performance. 

CRICKET HOUSE MATCHES, 1939 
The Knock-Out Competition was won by Halliwell's. 

SWIMMING SPORTS, 1939 
................................. 1. Cobb's 148 

........................... 2 .  Halliwell's 142 
................................. 3. Gibb's 138 

4. Newsom's ........................... 74 
5 .  l\Iilton's .............................. 44 

COCI< HOUSE TROPHY, 1938-39 
Thc Trophy was won by Gibb's. 

TENNIS 
In July most successful Singles and Doubles Tourna- 

ments were organized on the new hard courts. 
In the Singles, Kelway beat Carr-Jones in the Final 

6-3, 6-4. 
In the Doubles Mr. James and Bell had a great struggle 

with Daniels and Fletcher, but cventually had to admit defeat 

RUGBY FOOTBALL. 1934 
MATCHES 

Score 
Opponent Result For Agst. 
I<. C. S. Colt XV .................. Lost 0 25 
Old Boys' XV ........................ Won 16 0 
K. C. S. Colt XV .................. Lost 3 11 
St. George's 2nd XV ............ Won 30 3 
Civil Service Extra "A" XV.. ... Drawn 0 0 
Surbiton C. S. XV .................. Lost 0 3 
Harrow 4th XV ..................... Lost 11 12 
WTellington Colts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Lost 0 8 

OTHER RESULTS 
Under 15 v. K.C.S. ............... Won 13 3 
Under 15 v. K.C.S. ............... Lost 0 62 
Under 14k v. St. George's 

College, Weybridge Lost 0 37 
Under 13 v. St. George's 

College, Weybridge Lost 12 18 
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Three things mark this difficult season's Rugby. First, 
considering the conditions, the fullness of our fixture list; 
secondly, the youngness of our team, the average of which 
is barely 16 years and 3 months; and thirdly, the development 
of a real fighting spirit which has on at least two occasions 
carried us to a dcfeat made honourable by the smallness of 
our loss against odds that would previously have sent us home 
with our tails at the droop. 

As always in the past, the chief honours lie with the for- 
wards and with the halves. The unexpected but welcome 
return of Stephens to fill that big space in the middle of the 
back row warmed our hearts and gave us courage, more 
especially in action, where this season he has proved himself 
to be by no means the nicc-mannered old gentleman that we 
kncw in previous years. De Potier, too, is a changed being. 
He has Icd thc pack with verve and fury, and his own game 
has improved out of all recognition. Rodrigues we knew- 
a strange mixture of ingenuous law-breaking combined with 
terrifying attacks, with defenders falling back open-mouthed 
before the fury of the onslaught. Billingham has never failed 
to be therc, but too oftcn three yards on the wrong side-a 
pity when one considers the amount of dash which he brings 
to both attack and defence. Hinton, too, has suffered from 
the samc disease, but not to the same extent, and hc has 
w ~ r k e d  with superhuman energy and a lot of success. Wells, 
Holwill and Cook are other new members of thc pack, and 
very sound and hard-working they have been. 

Of the three-quarters, only Launder remains from last 
year, and Lawrence, Daniels and Nagle have come in. Of 
the three, Lawrence has the most penetrating power, though 
both Daniels and Nagle have been sturdy in defence, but they 
have lacked speed in attack. 

Pegg, a new-comer to the School, has fallen into the full 
back position. Slow in movement and a very uncertain field, 
he vet has such a devastating tackle that he has been worth 

, ?  

his place. 
I t  has been a pity that the three-quarters have not been 

able to make full use of the work done bv the halves. Austin 
has almost always given a prompt service from the scrum, and 
Richards has usually managed to take the ball going really 
fast, to find himself too often unsupported at  the critical 
moment. Austin, with his jigging and wrigglinq and ducking, 
has almavs been a thorn in the tender side of the defence. 
pavina the way for many more points than he has scored 

J himself. 

Richards' good captaincy has been helped by the fact 
that, apart from changes caused by injury, we have becn able 
to play almost the same team throughout the season. The 
improvement can be judged partly by the result of the second 

.I<. C. S. match compared with the first one, and partly by 
the closeness of our later matches. The result of the Old Boys' 
match must have come as a surprise to judges of paper form. 
Though the Old Boys were not at  full strength, they still had 
a useful side out, only to find themselves completely domin- 
ated by the School. 

Our first Club fixture against the Civil Service Extra "A" 
was a thoroughly good match, played unfortunately under 
very wet conditions. Perhaps a pointless draw was the fairest 
result, but there were at  least two occasions when we nearly 
pulled thc chestnuts out of the fire. 

I t  was unfortunate that our two best matches came in onc 
week, that against Surbiton on the Wednesday and Harrow 
4th XV on the following Saturday. The Surbiton match 
must have been the hardest that we havc ever played. A 
fumble and a misfield near our own goal line let them in during 
the first half, and though we stormed and battered in their 
2.5 during most of the second half, we could not quite qc.t 
home. 

What a match it was against Harrow on thc following 
Saturday! Richards off with a damaged leg; Rodrigues play- 
ing in the three-quarter line because an injury to his shoulder 
made it impossible to push in the scrum; Lawrence away from 
the inside three-quarter position; Austin playing against 
doctor's orders. These were some of the troubles we had to 
face before the game even started. And when it did begin we 
lost Billingham with a head injury after 10 minutes' play, and 
were playing 14 men for the rest of the match. Just before 
half-time Austin broke up and was a passenger, though he 
stuck it out as best he could. And when the final whistle went 
we had lost by only one point. Tries by de Potier, Stephens 
and Hinton reflected the work that the forwards were getting 
through. 

Next season, with most of this year's side back, we should 
be able to look forward to establishing ourselves. The journey 
mav have taken five seasons, but next vear we should have 
arrived. 

Up to date, Colours have been awarded to S.  Launder 
and A .  Hinton. 
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ON READING 
Bv far the most universal hobby, reading sometimes 

obtains such a hold on a person as to be almost a vice. 
Thousands of great men, masters of the art of writing, have 
exprcssed their appreciation, love and homage due to books. 
Although unable to express myself so fluently, my apprecia- 
tion is no less sincere. Books are an antidote for nearly every 
kind of mcntal poison. They enlarge the vision and the mind. 
Without leaving my hearth I have explored Treasure Island, 
the Isles of Greece, Darkest Africa, and even Utopia. I have, 
in company with fearless adventurers, blazed trails across 
every known and unknown continent. I have sailed with 
Magellan, courted death with Drake, and, side-by-side with 
Nelson, I defied the might of France and Spain. I mutinied 
with Christian and his men of the Bounty, and mutinied again 
off the Norc, to become two hundred and fifty years later a 
Lieutenant in His Majesty's Navy at the battle of Jutland. I 
defied the French, the Spanish, Dutch and Portuguese, and 
even the Saracen and infidel Turk. I have lived with Pizzaro 
and died with Moore, loved with Anthony and lost with 
Viscount Nelson. My circle of friends in fiction, too, has 
increased. I know such different persons as Captain Horn- 
blower and Mr. Pickwick, Judith Paris and the precocious 
Eva, Long John Silver and Father Brown, Tom Sawyer and 
Bevis, to mention only a few of them. Friends of mine exist 
in the animal world, too. Many a time have I rambled by 
the river with Toad, Moley, Rat and Badger. Besides Pooh 
and Piglet, I know the White Queen, the Duchess, the baby,, 
the White Rabbit and Twcedledr~m and Tweedledee. Could 
there be any greater incentive to read than this. I think not. 
Given a book, the world is yours and history lies at your feet. 
If you wish to feel sad we will do so together over a novel by 
Hardy, together we will laugh with Jerome K. Jerome, Cer- 
vantes, Dornford Yates or Dickens; wonder at  the ideas of 
Wells and marvel at the stvle of Jonson, and Gibbon. For a 
few shillings the immortal Sir Galahad, the irrepressible Sam 
Weller, the ill-fated Lady of Shallott, the fortunate Beggar 
Maid, the exuberant Denys and the taciturn and miserly 
Scrooge are yours for ever. 

"METHINKS I AM A PROPHET.. . . 9 9 

What though the field (or rather, the Biology Patch) 
be lost? All is not lost. In fact, there is an aspect of distinct 

J gain to our misfortunes. No cereals sprout upon the holbwed 
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plot, gone is the cage where crawling reptiles lived. For the 
paltry period of the war (whether it be long or short, according 
to our insignificant human standards, 'tis but a moment in the 
distances of time), our Agricultural Department must be 
cramped and confined, limited, perhaps, to growing mustard 
and cress upon discarded underwear. Yet when it is all over, 
then their day will come. For the shelters, stark in their 
functionalism, need but deft touches here and there to trans- 
form them into the most gloriously rural piggeries and byres. 
I see in my mind our plot once more given over to its imme- 
morial occupation. No more the thirsty entrance of the soil 
shall daub her lips with her own children's blood; Rugger will 
stop; sheep will be sheared in pens upon the field; chickens 
will squawk upon the tennis courts; the dustbins will become 
the hunting ground of pigs; ducks will glide gaily up and 
down the stream. Language and manners will snap per- 
sistently of soil; the School blazer will give place to smocks; 
the Raynes Park hounds will draw the covers in Bradbury 
Wilkinson's. Mead, distilled from the honey in the hives that 
now occupy the stationery cupboard, will be served with School 
dinner. County Hall will sanction requisitions for ploughs 
and milk floats. Bacon flitches will hang from the ceiling of 
the Common Room. The Prefects will be known as overseers. 
' In  fact, why shouldn't we do it now? The excellent Sir 
~ k ~ i n a l d  wants us to Dig for Victory. And, after all, if there 
was a raid we should be quite glad to leave the shelters to the 
COWS. - 

A COUNTERBLAST TO BLACKOUT 
[A fragment from an Elizabethan pamphlet discovered 

on the School ground by a workman digging a shelter.] 
This black-out is a vile, pernicious game, in the perfection 

whereof this country's fold do nightly pass some several hours. 
What bumpings, slippings, bruisings, harryings and cursings, 
all most bloody and most brutal, doth it engender. Nay, so 
dangerous and fearful are the nights no man dare stir abroad 
without a cudgel and a lanthorn. All, all is filthy dark. 
Night has become the paradise of felons, devils and lovers, 
whose prowlings, shriekings and bussings do make honest folk 
and Christians to go down on their knees for fear and tremb- 
ling. 0 Satan, Lord of Darkness, it is thee who hath cast 
this hideous shroud upon the meads and cities of fair England, 
murdering light and making the very stars to hide for shame. 

c Thy evil darkness driveth men indoors to sit a t  fires, so that 
they are become as timid, chattering women, and the very E 
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paragons of meekness that I fear not to call them puling lambs 
and much worse. In sooth, if men be not great knitters, 
servers and players of virginals and other ladies' trifles, and 
no men before the year is cold, then am I no true Christian 
but a slavish heathen that would as lief kill his brother as 
speak God's truth. Alas, the night is now a perpetual tor- 
ment, and all for a fantastical black-out that in the very dark- 
ness whereof most resembleth the Stygian shadows of the pit 
that is bottomless. 

PLAY READING SOCIETY 
A Play-Reading Society has been formed from among 

members of the Sixth Form. Meetings are at present weekly. 
The following is this term's programme : - 

"The Knight of the Burning Pestle," Beaumont and 
Fletcher. 

"Outward Round," Sutton Vane. 
"R. U. R.," Karel Kapek. 
"The Streets of London," Anon. 

RAYNES PARK SCHOOL OLD BOYS' SOCIETY 
First, and most important, may I wish you all, on behalf 

of myself and the Committee, a very Meny Christmas and a 
Happy New Year, and express the wish that we shall meet 
again before next summer. 

The A. G. M. was very successful, and a large number of 
people attended. A very spirited debate ensued upon the 
Committee's suggestions for our war-time constitution. In 
the end the following suggestions were adopted : S u b .  to 
remain at 5s. Assistant Treasurer and Secretary were 
appointed (S. Palk and L. Smith), and the Committee in- 
creased by one (D. W. Taplin). 

So far we have not run any war-time functions, but it is 
hoped that a dance may be run after Christmas. If and 
when this project is fixed you will be circularized. 

By the time you read this you should have received Mr. 
Gibb's first news letter, and I should like to take this oppor- 
tunity of thanking him for undertaking to compile this letter. 

Next term we hope to have a Hockey match versus the 
School (bar shot and shell). 

Well, good-bye and good luck. 
Yours, 

R. V. Grills, Hoq. Sec. 
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E. ROBBIWS & S O N S  
540 KINGSTON ROAD . RAYNES PARK . S.W.20 

AND AT WIMBLEDON 

HOUSE FURNISHERS SINCE 1893 
a 

ALWAYS A GOOD SELECTION OF 
RUGS A N D  LlNOS IN MODERN 
DESIGNS A N D  AT LOWEST PRICES 

a 
AGENTS FOR HERCULES CYCLES 
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0 
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Y 

29 The Broadway 
W I M B L E D O N  
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H E W I T T S  
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Scout and Camp 
Equipment 
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Let the WIRELESS COLLEGES train you for 

See more /-country 
f the ( T3 I A a ra 

- 
You can cover more of 
the country with greater 
case and enjoyment if you ride a 
bicycle. But be sure you choose the 
real quality bicycle-B.S.A. B.S.A. 
Bicycies are acclaimed throughoul 
the Cycling World as the bicycles 
with the highest Quality specification. 
and they have an unbeatable reputa- 
tion for easy running, real reliability 
mnd value. We have always a wide 
range of B.s.A's in stock and invite QUALITY 
you to call and see them. 

From EG 3s. Bicycle 

Am m & CARS 

RADIO A N D  
'NE\I7 MALDEN TELEVISION 

. 

positions are guaranteed ! 
one of the many careers of 
importance for which the 
College can train you ! 0 

up-to-date Wireless Colleges. 

* Boarders accepted in both Colleges. 
New students accepted In January, 
September and May. 

* L~censed by H M. Postmaster General. 

* O n  Air Mlnlstry List 

* Organired Sport at both Colleges: 
own Sw~mm~ng Pool. 

* Low Fees. 

THE WIRELESS COLLEGES I 
CALMORE, SOUTHAMPTON or COLWYN BAY, NORTH WALES I 



Booksellers to the World 
N e w  and secondhand books on  every subject. 
Stock o f  nearly three mi l l i on  volumes. 
Catalogues free on  mentioning interests. 

113-125 CHARING CROSS RD., LONDON, W.C.2 
Telephone : Gerrard 5660 (sixteen lines). 

DE L U X E  MODEL 

GOLDEN BEE 5/6 
YOUR NAME ENGRAVED 9d. [XTRA 

LEEDS PEN CENTRE, Royal Exchange, Leeds I 

BLACK l5 111 Always use I/( Z'K 
z1- 111 APEX PRODUCTS 111 216 

you purchase. 

Ill 

I 
I 

A p E X I/( The World F a m s  

FOR PERFECT EFFICIENCY 

See the name " THAPEX " 

o n  every handle before 

f ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ J  Ill BAILEY'S 

-- 

THICK CELLULOID, 

BEAUTIFULLY POLISHED 

~ a d e  also in 1 1  -- 
i and fit" sizes. Cannot warp nor leak. 

PUMP 
STEEL LINED, 

CELLULOID COVERED 

Robust comtructlon. 
Scendard Cdours a t  

3d. each extra. 

MADE AND 
GUARANTEED BY APEX INFLATOR COI LTDu 

-- 

Lining is solid drawn 
cartridge fashion, the 
end being solid with 
the barrel. 

ALDRIDGE ROAD, PERRY BARR, BIRMINGHAM 20 



J J O S E P H  L U C A S  L T D . ,  B I R M I N G U A M ,  19 

authoritative and practical help on all 
school and club drama problems 

a forum for the exchange of views 
amongst those actively engaged in 
youth drama work 

BOARD OF EDUCATION says- 
" It is  hoped that drama in schools 

Published by the College Magazine Service 

Price I/- post free, quarterly, 41- per annum 

60 WORSHIP STREET, LONDON, E.C. 2 



( 1  HERE'S A MAN'S 111 
! !  A Marine Radio Officer's is a man's life. It is a most d 

important form of National Service and consequently a 
Reserved Occupation. Men are urgently required. The job 
is a responsible one, well paid, pensionable, and carrying 
rank as a Ship's Officer. 

Six months from now you could hold such a position. 
London Radio College have devised a special short course 
to enable students to qualify quickly in the new wartime 
conditions. 

You can board at the College o r  attend daily. Fees are 
I reasonable and the College is recognised by the P.M.G., 

Marconi's, etc., etc. Write to Dept. C.M. 

T H E  LQNDQN RADIO COLLEGE LTD.  
43 GROVE PARK ROAD, LONDON, W.4. Phone: CHlswick 3244 

SCHOOL NOTES 

A COLLEGE MAGAZINE SERVICE PRODUCTION, 
60 WORSHIP STRMT. FIN~OURY Spvran, LONDON. E.C.2 


