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J. F. SMITH B. PARKER J. A. SMITH
8. G. PALK V. G. SAYER R. D. FRANKS

We Shall Remember Them

In the brittle half light of the evening ;

In the masculine precision of the dawn ;

In the enervating heat of midmorning ;

‘With human sweat alone to lay the dust,

In such minutes do we feel them martyrs,

And would restore them that life they have lost.

They died for England, and the Sun’s rustic pattern through the leaves
And the coal grit and red rust.

Against old walls we see new faces,

The ash and the elm have new leaves,
Other mouths open in their places,
Different flags flutter in the wind,

But the worn and sunken kerbstone,
And the dartboard at the local,

Are cenotaphs of remembrance for these.

These other few, whose footfalls are for ever on the path

Eehind the door we dare not open, round that corner we cannot pass.
Once were we with them in the foggy street,

But now the swirling globules of its mists coagulate,

And then hang still suspended :

The firm but bitter barrier of the years.

Our memory of them shall be a rainbow without rain ;
Their photographs shall not be yellow in our mind,
Their hands unseen shall finger-print our way,
Their blood and wounds shall stain our course in life.
C. W.B.
Reprinted from the First Folio of Verse.

On June 4th, at a moving cevemony in the School Hall, the Lovd
Bishkop of Southwark, assisted by the Rev. E. W. Eyden, Vicar of St.
Saviouv’s, Raynes Park, and the Rev. Dy. I'. Coventry, dedicated a plague
in nemory of those Old Boys who fell in the War. The memovial was
unveiled by Myr. John Garrelt, the first Head Master, in the presence of the
Head Mastey, Mr. Charles Wrinch, the second Head Master, pavents and
velatives, the Governors, Old Boys, Staff and boys.
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THE GOVERNING BODY

The Governing Body as constituted in 1935 was replaced by a newly
constituted body in January 1950, )

The old Governing Body was concerned with the School only, and
consisted of 12 representative governors and three co-opted by them.
Of the 12 representative governors, three were nominated by Merton
and Morden Urban District Council, two by Malden and Coombe
Borough Council, and one by the University of London. i

The new Governing Body is responsible not only for this School,
but also for the Bushey Boys’ Secondary, Junior and Infants’ Schools,
and for Raynes Park Girls’ Secondary, Junior and Infants’ Schools. It
consists of 15 representative governors and one co-opted by them. of
the 15 representative governors six are nominated by the Divisional
Executive, three by Merton and Morden Urban District Council, one by
Malden and Coombe Borough Council, and one by the University of
London. The remaining four are nominated direct by the County
Education Committee.

The names of the present members of the Governing Body are :—

County Representatives : Mr. C. D. Cobbett ; Mrs, H. Cobbett,

J.P.; Mrs. E. Hailstone, J.P.; Mr, L. A. G. Strong, B.A.

Divisional I xecutive Representatives : Mrs, F. Berner, Mr. W.
J. Edmunds, Mr. J. C. Hudson, Mr. W. S. Le Cros Clark, Mr. A. W.
Moore, Lady Palmer. .

Merton and Movden Represewtatives : Mr. S. W. Billingham,

J.P. (Vice-Chairman) ; Mr. A. H. Gray; Mr. V. Talbot.

Malden and Coombe Representative : Mr. L. C. Kington.

University of London Represemtative : Mr. J. Hood Phillips,
M.A. (Chairman).

Co-opted Governoy : Mrs. E. W, Eyden.

General School Fund, 1949-50

The accounts of General School Fund, our joint budget, for the year
ending at Easter have since been audited and passed by the Governing
Body. In outline they are as follows :—

INCOME ) f S. d.
Boys' termly subscriptions, and other donations ... 2(\‘4 170
Half proceeds of the 1949 Garden Party ... - 181 6 11
Sale of fixture-cards and THE SPUR (to Old Boys) ... won 4l 7 11
Open Night gifts for the Libra . ‘ 31 16 0
Sale of old projector ... w60 0 0
Minor items b 18108

Total ... ...£607 18 5
EXPENDITURE £ 8., d.
Printing of magazine and diaries S Al Ao, O
Library books and expenses ... TLZ 3.9
Games expenses, fares, teas, ete. ]28 4 7
Hockey Nets ... i 1,163
First XV Rugger Shirts 33 7 6
Subseriptions (to Rugby Union, etc.) wy 8 6 0
Tablecloths 11) 13 6
Microphone and Stand ... .. 813 5
Art Room Screens ... 10 5 8
Potter’s lamp, electric wiring, etc. ... 1Q 1 7
Minor items, aid to clubs, etc. ... 2819 8

Total ... ..£462 6 11
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You will see that the result of the year’s working is a balance in
hand of £145 11s. 6d., a pleasant contrast with the figures for last year,
when we over-spent our income by almost as much. We had to buy no
large exceptional items, such as the new projector last year and equip-
ment for the ** Oberon "’ pavilion and (probably) the stage curtains next
year. On the other hand, the ‘“ income ’’ includes the windfall of £60
for which we sold the old projector, a pre-war GB-scope. But even
without this, we received in normal income nearly a hundred pounds
more than we spent, which goes half-way towards meeting the cost of
the new stage curtains which we now badly need.

Those to whom the School owes gratitude for their work for, or
their liberal expenditure at, the Garden Party will see how useful their
effort was; expenses on what might be called the regular items of
Games, Library (less Open Night gifts), and Tne Spur alone come to
over £360—seventy-five pounds odd more than is received in normal
terminal subscriptions.  As it is, the Fund is in a sound and satisfactory
condition.

T.H.P.

HOUSE NOTES

Cobb’s

Captain : A. G. Simpson.
Vice-Captain : A. Melmoth.

This term has not yet produced the majority of results in the host
of competitions which draw our attention, but at the end of qualifying
we are lying in a respectable position. We are unfortunate in not
possessing a large number of *“ finalists ", and for this reason, qualifying
points are of prime importance to us. 1In the non-qualifying sports we
are also making good headway.

At the beginning of the term we lost David Beardwell who has
rendered invalnable services to the House in such fields as dramatics
and debating. We wish him all possible success in his future career.

Hockey

After a promising start to the season with several wins we eventually
landed with a bump in third position. Our Seniors played well but
lacked the cohesion of a team which is so essential in such a game as
this. The Colts, as usual, spared no means to beat their opponents and
produced good results,

Boxing

With our ‘ bigger and better *’ teams we were this year able to show
that we can at least defend ourselves with our fists, With several
members of the House reaching the finals we gained second position.

Debating

After beating Newsom’s in the second round we met Halliwell’s in
the final and after an extremely lively and interesting debate were
narrowly defeated. It was the only occasion on which the judges were
divided in their opinion and even the chairman had difficulty in
deciphering the result !

Cricket

The Seniors, in their only match so far, have beaten Halliwell’s
comfortably and are looking forward to further wins. The Colts have
played excellent Cricket throughout the term and Halliwell’s, Gibb’s
and Milton’s come within reach of their conquering hand. Newsom's
however proved to be a tougher proposition and the match was lost
by three wickets. The fact that the high scores always come from a
different quarter of the team is significant of the uniform quality of the
team. The Juniors are still trying hard but have been unfortunate in
not meeting with very great success.
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Once again the Spur Press has produced programmes for the
Garden Party, 3,000 of them this year. They have also been privileged
by being appointed to print the Order of Service and Invitations for the
War Memorial Unveiling. The Order of Service, fully produced in
the now familiar Perpetra, played a fitting part in the simple dignity
of the occasion. Then after there was the Fhivd Folio of Verse, written
by the Poetry Society, with its twelve pages of carcfully laid-out
printing.  And the many thousands of shects of notepaper sold at the
Garden Party have kept our two presses busy. At the time of writing
the Library Review is in the press and is to be published shortly. One
of the additional features of this term’s number will be a four-colour
design for the cover, illustrating the appropriate season.

The Printers Guild is indebted to Mr. Shoesmith of Messrs, Parsons
Tletcher for his valued advice and for supplying us with our printing
inks free of charge. Triendly assistance of this kind is deeply appreciated.

The Puppet Club has taken a well-earned rest this term when the
fine weather should be an inducement to enjoy the open air. Next
term they will re-form and proceed with plans for the New Year’s show
in 1951,

The Pottery Group have made good progress. Of course by this
time in the School year each group has had ample time to show its
ability and the laden shelves are, in some part, a measure of their
success,  We have spent a good deal of time on glaze trials, particularly
in relation to mat? glazes. These, whilst not being as straight-forward as
our well-known clear, or shiny, glazes, give a wider range of colour
cffects.  The results have been encouraging.

Our first reduction firing took place in june. By this process the
colours of our pots can be changed chemically by reducing the metallic
oxides in the glazes. The reduction is achieved by burning some fuel
within the kiln when the glazes are in their molten state. The Chinese
produced many beautiful colours in this way some four thousand years
ago. Our first results were hardly remarkable, but have been
sufficiently encouraging for us to resolve that next term we shall try
again.

" The other many and varied craft activities have continued their
progress and of course the year’s work will be rounded-off on Open
Night, when we shall display a selection of our various crafts together
with practical demonstrations in the workshop.

D. RS,

ART NOTES

The boys who have had paintings in the show-case this term
should be congratulated on producing a good standard of work. There
has been a healthy variety of pictures shown, and in some of the more
mature works a beginning of real understanding of the painter’s problems
is becoming apparent. I should like in particular to mention Jeapes
and Madgett who have produced some very interesting work. A
number of boys who have started oil painting have been making studics
of the work of some artist of repute, and Jeapes’ copy of ** The Fife
Player ”’ by Manet showed a sensitivity and competence of quite a
high order. Madgett's work combines a good natural sense of colour
and composition with an exceptionally fresh imagination. There is
quite a School of Oil Painting growing up in the Art Room and com-
petition amongst its members is very keen. Work by Tillinghast and
Andrews should also be mentioned. The Art Prize is being keenly
contested. A new venturc has been started this term with Fabric
Printing and we hope that as more boys master this medium, we shall
have an exciting variety of materials to show. During this term one
form made a sketching trip to Richmond Park to study trees which
resulted in some useful observations and notes.
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Slowly we are getting a number of screens made for the Art Room
for the better exhibition of work and next term it is hoped that we shall
be ready to resume the exhibitions of outside work which were such a
success last winter. Amongst those to be arranged will be one on
Christmas Cards and another on Fabric Printing. Drevious cxhibitions
have proved most stimulating.

Amongst members of the Junior School who arc showing signs of
developing on the right tracks are Roberts, Hope and Dann.

Mention must also be made of the small but extremely keen Model
Theatre Club which meets in the Art Room on Tuesday cvenings.
They have been working steadily through the term and we hope to sce
the results of their labours on Open Night.

Looking over the years work, no small task, if anyone should care
to take a glance at the Art Room cupboards, literally bulging with
cfforts, one can come to the conclusion that Art is now definitely on the
map and more boys are coming to realise that it has, in conjunction with
Craft, a vital part to play in this School. '

A.C. IR,

“ THE RAPE OF THE LOCKS”

The Rape of the Locks,” perhaps the largest surviving fragment
of some hundred plays written by Menander, belongs to that period of
Greek drama called the New Comedy, written about 330 B.C. Owing
to the parlous state of Athenian affairs the unqualified right of free
speech was limited and, of necessity, the dramatists concerned them-
selves with the problems of the average citizen, no longer singling out
the great and ncar-great, plots if more stercotyped, became more
skilful.  Situations and characters were chosen which were likely to
arouse merriment among the spectators.  Menander was celebrated for
for his observation and knowledge of character.  Some authorities say
he was a pleasure-loving and cfleminatc person, while others remind us
of his rakish affair with the notorious wanton Glycera (One is perhaps
tempted to draw a comparison with the Glycera and Moschio aftfair in
this present play). .

It must, however, be generally agreed that the * Rape of the
Locks ”” is not, and was not intended to be, a great comedy. 1t re-
mains to the last a trifle, a pleasant two hours’ traffic of the stage
concerncd not with morals, but a legal quibble. It demands a bright,
colourful and inventive production, a spacious setting and gay costumes,
This present production, by Peter Smith and Ben Vineent, scored in the
broad comic scenes, but fell down, with one or two exceptions, in the
more serious passages where continual use of the bench on the right
hand side of the stage grew a little tiresome and a long walk up and
down for Pataccus and Glycera in the sccond half of the play almost
cmbarrassing.  The setting, although solving the problem of disguising
the arch and charmingly inoffensive in itsclf, was on the whole unsuitable
to the play. It lacked spaciousness and a depth which could have been
achicved by substituting a sky cloth for the painted hill and temple.
The lighting, although adequate, could have been used more subtly to
suggest sunlight pouring down on to a Greek street.  The costumes,
however, were delightfully satisfying in all respects and T particularly
admired PPolemo’s wonderful shield which scemed to burst on to the
stage with a blaze of colour, a most cffcctive picce of designing and
production. I would like to pay tribute in passing to Joan Riley who,
besides being responsible for the beautiful costumes, was the designer
of the quite superb programme cover, a really lovely picce of work.

One of the most satisfying moments of the play was the idyllic
opening with the Pan-like shepherd (J. R. Stott) piping to the glowing
music of Wagner as the morning sun rose, but soon to be driven from
the scenc by the rousing soldiers’ chorus. The near ramming of
Myrrhine’s house by the drunken soldiers led by the gorgeously
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model worked well, hauling a short (borrowed) train of L,M.S. corridor
stock.

The standard * Dubb *’ locos have to be altered to suit our * Stud ”’
control system. This has been successfully done, and a tank loco
belonging to onc of our members has also been converted. The two
models worked very well on the occasion of our first public demonstra-
tion.

To add colour to our layout, other locos and stock, together with
scenic effects were loaned, we hope the effect was not unduly criticized,
for we were conscious of the obvious lack of scenic planning on this
occasion. .

Since the Garden Party, we have set to work building our own
models.  We have also been able to add our own coaches and control
panel.

Now that we have something substantial to show, we hope that
further members may be attracted. A deal of money has been in-
vested in our layout, and it is certainly worth the support that our
enthusiastic members loyally give.

Visitors are always welcome on Monday evenings from 7.15 p.m.,
We work to high ideals, but although our present standards may not
entirely satisfy our aims, our layout grows and progresses towards our
goal,

There is always interest, and we welcome suggestions and comments.

OLD BOYS’ SOCIETY

For the first time, this is an article from the Old Boys' Society
addressed directly to the School. In the past the Old Boys’ notes or
letters in Tur Spur held little interest for the majority of boys at
School who are its principal readers, just as the remainder had little to
attract those Old Boys whose School career was of the somewhat distant
past. Now, when the Society is publishing its own magazine, it has a
chance to address in these pages those whose magazine is THE SPUR.

This, frankly, is a recruiting notice. The Committee hope that in
the last few years, boys at School have become increasingly aware of
the Old Boys’ Society. The fact that the School was opened in 1935,
meant that the early stages of the Society’s development were domi-
nated by the War, and that its essential expansion could not begin
until 1946. It is a slow process in any event to build an cffective
organisation, but much has been accomplished already, including the
formation of Rugger and Cricket clubs with full fixture lists, whose
successes on the field have perhaps proved astounding to many. The
great need now is more support, which really means more members,
both active and passive, for a most important function is to keep Old
Boys in touch with each other and with the School. It is significant
that a large number of the Society’s Life members are men whose
vocations take them overseas, away from the opportunity of participa-
tion in its activities. This should be noted by those boys who leave
School and go quickly into National Service.

Essentially the object of its activities is the continuance and
development of friendship and the community interest which arises in
an organisation like a school. Morcover, the Society cuts right across
the strict ‘‘ generations '’ of School life : the Sports clubs soon showed
how prefect and junior boy, and even those who were not at School at
all together, can mix freely and profitably. But it should not be im-
agined that the emphasis is always upon sport, for equally as important
in effecting this object are the discussion groups, dances, rambles, and
even the swimming in Qucensmerc early on Sunday mornings. The
“ Old Spur,” on the other hand, is a welcome link for all those who can-
not join in many of our activities for one reason or another, while the
Annual Reunion Dinners should be considered the culmination of all
the Society’s activities.

20

Much more can be done and other ideas developed, if our member-
ship increases and more of those members come forward to give help,
That is why we wish to bring the Society especially to the notice of
those about to leave School, for time docs make its utter changes, and
once contact with the School and the Old Boys' Saciety is broken, it
is often difficult to re-establish.

The Headmaster is also our President, and Mr. R. Loveday,
Chairman of the Committee and our chief liaison in the Staff Common
Room. He will always be ready to supply information about the
Society—and, of course, to collect subscriptions. Iinally, it must be
brought to your notice that the annual subscription is 7s. 6d., and that a
subscription paid by a boy leaving in July is effective for the remainder
of the year and also for the whole of the next year.

The Society needs you and we hope vou will enjoy being a part of it.

CORRESPONDENCE

To the Editor of Tnr Srur
Dear Sir,

May I once again beg the hospitality of your pages to make one or
two comments on and add one or two points to Mr. Vincent’s report,
in your last issue, on the competition for the Michael Welby Public
Speaking Cup ?

I will not comment on Mr. Vincent’s view that the clections this
year have shown that people are politically maturer than formerly, but
I would like to take up this point that a debating competition can be of
value only if there is opportunity for plenty of practice in the preceding
months. It was precisely to stimulate the desire for this practice ;
the desire to continue and develop the School’s undoubted tradition
and reputation in the art of public speaking that the competition was
initiated.

Those of us who were at School in the days of James Joyce, Paul
Pringle, Roger Carolin, Denis Cheatle and the rest, all with their varied
techniques and appeal, are desperately anxious that tradition they
helped to create and sustain shall go from strength to strength, not
fade into the realm of forgotten things—because we believe that this
is one of that small group of traditions which are healthy and worthwhile.
Thus the Debating Competition is, to us, a means to an end, not an
end in itself.

Finally may I say a word about the competition itself 7 I heard
the final round only and at the end I was left with two very clear
impressions.  One was that all the speakers appeared to be completely
at ease. There was little hesitation and none of those awful pauses
when a chap who has got nothing worth saying is trying to think of
what to say. The second impression was that almost all the speakers
lacked the ability to argue their case. Only one out of ten made any
seriovs attempt to develop a logical argument. The expression of
passionate beliefs devoid of rcason is surely not enough. Speakers
must set out to conwvince the other chap. No-one on this occasion
convinced me about anything, least of all about something as con-
troversial as culture.

Nevertheless, a start has been made and with the inevitable
polishing-up that something new always needs, I am sure the Public
Speaking Competition will, in due course, after its period of probation,
take its place on cqual status with all the other events in the School
year.

Yours sincerely,

ANTONY Evans,
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CRICKET

1st XTI

1st XI REesuULTS
v. Wallington C.G.S. ... (A) Lost, 58-28
v. St. George’s College .. (H) Won, 47-25
v. IZpsom College 2nd XI (H) Won, 47-96 for 3 whkts.
#. Wandsworth C.G.S. ... (H) Draw, 89 for § dec.—50 for 5 wkts,
». Spur Old Boys ... ... (H) Lost, 98-85
v. City Freemens’ School ... (A) Lost, 98-141
v. Surbiton C.G.5. (A) Draw, 87 for 5 dec.—50 for 8 wikts.
». Bec School, Tooting ... (H) Won, 98 for 8 dcc.—-54
». King's College 2nd XI ... (A} Won, 116 for 7 dec.-91

1st XI

Although the 1st XI has enjoyed a fair amount of success, the
high hopes with which we began the season have not been fully justified.
We began by losing to Wallington (Away) in a game charact_erlzed by
inaccurate bowling, moderate fielding, and indifferent batting, on a
wicket which was an improvement on many we have encountered at
Wallington in the past. Since then we have lost to the Old Boys, and
the City Freemen’s School, Ashtead, but have beaten St. George's
College, Epsom College 2nd X1, Bec School and King’s College 2nd X1I.

Two features of this season’s batting have been lack of confidence,
and the consequent lack of scoring power. Adequate defence has been
shown at times, but too many batsmen have failed to treat full tosses
and half-volleys on their merits, with the result that run-getting at
times has been more tedious and laborious than that of a test match.
Shepherd, and to a lesser degree Holgate, have been exceptions; the
former has done well, but the latter has given the impression that he
knew he was out of form and wished to hurry things along as much as
possible, during the brief time he wonld be at the wicket. Ferebee
has shown he can do well if he survives his shaky opening periods, by
an attractive innings against Epsom College, in which he just missed
reaching fifty, whilst Wade and Mason have done well occasionally.
Of the rest, Wright, Burgess, Tutt and Jonas, have had a disappointing
season.

On the whole, the bowling has been an improvement on the
batting. Wade, though not so consistent as last season, has had
brilliant spells, particularly against St. George's College, when he took
seven wickets for seven runs, all clean bowled. Aldham and Wright
have been steady and consistent while Holgate did well against the
City T'reemen’s School. Terebee’s ability to spin the ball, however,
will avail him little, until he learns to avoid bowling short, and giving
away no balls by carcless positioning of the back foot. The general
impression is that more might have been achicved by more judicious
use of the bowling. )

Adequacy without distinction has been the feature of the fielding
in which slovenliness and lack of concentration have been noticeable at
times. Quick, accurate throwing at bail height would help the man
behind the stumps and enable him to how wicket-keeping rather than
goal-keeping qualities. On the other hand he should remember three
main points: first, a position well up or well back when receiving
bowling, second, the use of the feet to enable him to take~ the ball in
both hands, and third, the carrying of the ball to the bails on every
possible occasion. Fielding and wicket-keeping require practice as
much as batting and bowling.

Of the nine matches played so far this season, four have been won,
two drawn, and three lost, but there are sufficient matches left for ns
to finish well on the credit side. "

W.H. H.
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2nd XI
28D XI Resurts
H) Lost, 27-58
A)  Won, 68-09 for 2 wkts.
A)  Draw, 140-68 for 8 wkts,
H) Draw, 79 for 6 dec.-72 for Y wkts.
A)  Lost, 44-51.
‘AT XI
A)  Won, 73 for 7 dec.—49.

. Wallington C.G.5. (
. St. George's College (
. Epsom College 3rd X1 (
. Surbiton C.G.S. ... e
(
(

< <

@ oo

. Bec School, Tooting

v. Badingham College
2nd X1

The 2nd XTI results have not been as favourable as might have been
desired but the games have always been enjoyable.  In the match
against Wallington we suffered from a weakened team but were re-
inforced by threc members of the Colt XI. Wallington scored 58
(G. Smith 6 for 20), but we were dismissed for 27.

St. George’s College were defeated quite comfortably by cight
wickets (D. Mackelworth 29).

Thinking of last year’'s crushing defeat we took the field against
Epsom College with more than a slight tremor of fear. However we
managed to force a draw, a great improvement on last year's result.

The fourth match versus Surbiton ended in an cxciting finish.
Having declared at 79 for 6 (M. Biges 30 n.o.) we set about dismissing
Surbiton.  On the fourth ball of the last over we captured their ninth
wicket with the score at 72 but could not dismiss their last man.

Tooting Bee gave us another good match,  We were dismissed for
the meagre total of 44 but after capturing 6 for 38 and then 9 for 43
we finally lost by 3 runs (J. Templeton 7 for 16, including a hat-trick).

COLT XI

Won 1; Drawn 2; Lost 2.

In this yecar's Colt X1 we have one very good all-rounder, a very
promising wicket-keeper, and a number of useful batsmen and bowlers.
Tillinghast has captained the team with intelligence and understanding.
He bhas shown good judgment in placing his ficld and handling his
bowlers, and has been constantly on the alert to make tactical changes
when necessary during the course of play. He has shown initiative
both on and off the ficld in looking after the interests of his team, and
has received able assistance from several of his colleagues, in particular
G. H. Smith.

Nearly every member of the team can play correct strokes, though
few have made good scores. Lack of practice against good bowling
and failurc to concentrate closcly enough are mainly responsible for
this. G. H. Smith has shown most confidence, and he will be a
formidable attacking batsman when he learns to treat the good ball
with respect, at least early in his innings. Bunyan and Tillinghast
play very good shots in the nets, but in match play show defensive
weaknesses which practice will eradicate. Good has not found his
proper form this scason, but should not lose heart. He has an un-
orthodox style which can be very effective when he is secing the ball
well.  Jeapes has grown in stature considerably since last year, and
has had some difficulty in finding the co-ordination which good batting
requires. He will regain his form if he concentrates and tightens up
his defence. ” Of the remainder, Menzies has shown most consistent
scoring power, and will be a good bat if he remembers to move his foot
well up to the ball and so keep his forward shots safely along the
ground. Jackson, Grove, Tulett, and Shepherd, D. C., are improving
in ability and confidence, and Rosc and Smith, M. L. look more like
batsmen with every game they play, Ridgway, though not a regular
member of the team, has done well enough in House Matches to suggest
considerable promise, and Cook, also in House Matches, has shown a
thorough knowledge of the game.
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In bowling this vear we have missed the habitual accuracy of
Grove, who started the season late and lacks practice. 1 hope and
believe he will recover his form of last yecar. As a shock bowler Smith,
G. H., has proved consistently cficctive, though his is apt to tire and
lose his length. He should cut down his run and concentrate more on
accuracy. On a wicket which suits him, Lee can be deadly. With
practice he will learn to keep down runs even on a wicket favourable
to the batsmen. Lewis is keen, fiery, but erratic. Rose, Tillinghast,
Jeapes, and Tulett have bowled well on occasion.

The standard of fielding has been high, though sometimes lacking
the extra ‘* bite ”’ which wins matches. Grove and Tillinghast have
been outstanding in bringing off a number of difficult catches. Of
Mervyn Smith's wicket-keeping I have spoken at the beginning of these
notes. In spite of its meagre tally of wins, this tecam contains much
cricketing ability which is, at present, obscured by nervousness and
uncertainty.

G. ] AL

ATHLETICS

There has been a marked improvement in the standard of school
athletics this term.  We have for the first time held a home fixture and
two away matches besides the usual large mectings which we attend.

We started the term with a home meeting against Wallington
County School, who are usually among the leaders at Imber Court.
The final result was a win for the home side by 58 points to 55 points,
We were pleasantly surprised by the result of the meeting as we gained
cight first places in nineteen events. Among the results the School
open high jump record was broken by N. J. McDonald, and now stands
at 5 ft. 6 ins.

Our next fixturc was less successful in that we lost to Sutton
County School by 55 points to 43 points ; the only good performances
being by Wolkenberg, who was first in the 220 yards in 24.3 sccs,,
Casselton in the 440 yards, who was second to Stoncham—the Imber
Court record holder for the quarter and half mile—and McDonald who
was second in the long jump with a jump of 19 {t. 6 ins.

In the Wimbledon District Sports we repeated our performance
of 1949 by winning the Senior Cup and running a close second in the
Junior Cup. Fourteen of our boys were sclected to represent Wimble-
don in the County Sports, where they put up an excellent showing,
cspecially Casselton by winning the Senior 440 in 53.6 sces., Law, who
put up a new record in the Scnior Shot at 43 ft. 5} ins., and Lales
who ran away from the ficld in the Junior 220. Birkett, Wisc and
Wolkenberg also did well.

At Imber Court this year our Junior tcam werc sccond, equal with
Surbiton County School, while the Seniors maintained the fifth place,
The following were placed in their cvents :(—

Seniors
Cassclton 1st in the 440 yards
G. D. Pegrum 2nd in the discus
N. J. McDonald 3rd, cqual in the high jump
Wolkenberg ... 4th in the 220 yards
Lavender 4th in the hurdles
Colts
Brooke 1st in the high jump
Lales ... Ist in the 220 yards
Reeves 4th in the 880 yards
Juniors
Michez 4th in the 220 yards
Relay Team ... 4th
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We have some very promising athletes in the making, and next
vear 1 anticipate even better positions at Imber Court. The out-
standing performance of the term to date has been made by P. J.
Casselton, who won the quarter-mile at Imber Court, and who both
won and broke the record for the 440 yards in the Surrey Secondary
School Sports in the very good time of 53.6 secs. Next year I think
we can reasonably expect him to make a bid for the Imber Court
record which stands at 52.8 secs. K. Eales is the only member of the
School to have gained two first places at Imber Court and if he improves
steadily, should be among the best athletes in the country. Brooke
did very well to win the Colt high jump, and if he concentrates on
style, should improve rapidly. Wolkenberg has also run well this
season ; his best time being 23.6 secs. for the 220 yards.

This year we have started three new events; the discus, javelin,
and pole vault. Naturally there are only a few who have attained a
moderate standard of proficiency, but next vear, at the present rate of
progress, we should see some good performances in these events, as
well as those with which we are more familiar.

N. J. McD.

General interest in athletics has been good, although training has
been interrupted by the protracted nature of the external examinations.
Some boys have shown a lack of persistence in their training, particularly
when adopting a new method. In spite of the fact that most boys
below the sixth form have had an opportunity to train on and have
been introduced to the western roll high jump, very few have attempted
to qualify using this method, including some of our best performers.
Birkett did achieve 5 ft. 4} ins. by the old method and held the high
jump record for a few days only to have it taken away by McDonald
who had a brief return to his best form and jumped 5 ft. 6 ins. by the
new, more orthodox method.

McDonald and Simpson have worked very hard as Captain and
Secretary of the Athletics team and are to be congratulated on the
successes they have had. I. B. S, Law has given them very useful
support. Casselton has been awarded his colours.

LAWN TENNIS

The poor condition of the courts and its surrounds continues to
handicap school lawn tennis. New netting has been ordered and there
is some hope of resurfacing, while the resetting of the posts in concrete
was successfully undertalken. The House competition was reorganised
—ecach teaga now consists of two singles players, two doubles pairs and
a junior doubles pair. The new arrangement gives a wider scope and
fewer games to avoid the long drawn-out matches of previous years.
A very modest fixture list has been arranged, which had an inauspicious
beginning at Beckenham, where we lost 1-8, the change from hard to
grass courts proving too much for our players.

P. 0. D.

BOXING CLUB

In spite of our high hopes for Biggs’ success, he was eliminated
from the Schoolboy Championships in the quarter-finals at Morden.
He is to be congratulated on his fine boxing in all the bouts in which
he has competed, and it is fair to say that he was not a little unlucky
in the quarter-finals,

Gibb’s, under the compelling leadership of their boxing captain,
Bunch, made a great effort and fully deserved their victory in the
very hard battle for the S. B. Phillip’'s Cup. A total of nearly seventy
bouts was boxed, Gibb’s being represented in many of them, and
providing six School Champions, as well as two members of the School
Team- Members of the School Team did not box in the competition.
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Finishing Ovder of Houses. Gibb’s 162, Cobb's 133, Newsom’'s 122,
Halliwell’s 98, Milton's 90.

I'ndividual Chainpions (School boxers in brackets).

Jusnior
Under 5 st. No Competition Under 6} st. Gooding (G)
Under 5} st. Bannister (C) Under 7 st. Hulatt (G)

(Forster (N))  Under 7% st. Dorey (N) (Croft (C))
Under 6 st. Weightman (N) Under 8 st. Michez (N)
(Gallagher (G))
I'ntermediate

Under 6 st. Dunn (M) Under 9st. Reeves (N) (Taylor (H))

Under 64 st. Burrage (C) Under 9% st. Eales (C) (Biggs (C))

Under 7 st. Gubb (M) (Overweights—matches arranged over
(Hooper (H)) usnal weights)

Under 7} st. Andrews (M) Under 10 st. Langton (M)

Under 8 st. Shepherd (C) Under 104 st. Christmas (M)

(Pratt (G)) Over 11 st. Birkett (G)
Under 8} st. Hobbs (G)

Senior
Under 8 st. Hamilton (G) Under 10 st. Mackelworth (N)
Under 84 st. No Competition Under 103 st. Wade (M)

(Palmer (H))  Under 11 st. Davies (H) {Tutt (M))
Under 9 st. Templeton (G) Over 11 st.  Simpson (N)
Under 9} st. Shepherd (C)

SWIMMING

In a Summer term packed with activity swimming holds an
important place, if only because water is a refreshing refuge from the
afternoon heat of a London suburb. More positive enthusiasm has
been shown by those who appear at Wimbledon at 8 o’clock on Saturday
morning—with or without breakfast. Then and on games afternoons
qualifying has gone ahead steadily, Gibb’s being well in the lead at the
time of writing and thus in a strong position before the actual Sports
begin.

So far no inter-Schools swimming galas have taken place. On the
basis of those events, however, and on general service to School swim-
ming, the Captain of Swimming, D. A, W, Marles, will award the
recently instituted Swimming Colours.

L.D.L.
»
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CGONTENTS

School Officers

In Memoriam

The Governing Body
General School Fund

House Notes :
Cobb’s ...

Gibb’s
Halliwell's
Milton’s
Newsom's
Oberon Playing Field
Verse
Craft Notes
Art Notes
The *‘ Rape of the Locks "’
Sixth Form Society Films
Short Story
19th Wimbledon Scout Group
Garden Party
Gramophone Club
Classical Society
Christian Union
A.T.C. ...
Model Railway Club ...
0Old Boys’ Society
Correspondence
Cricket
Athletics
Lawn Tennis ...
Boxing

Swimming

Inner Covey
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