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NOTES 
The Headmaster has been away ill for a part of this term and has 

not yet fully recovered. All the School is greatly distressed and he is 
sorely missed. We wish him a speedy and complete recovery and 
look forward eagerly to  his return. * * * 

Open Night took place on Wednesday 4th July. There was a 
very large attendance of parents who were, i t  was clear, interested, 
amused, and entertained by the prolific variety of activities offered to 
them. I t  may be invidious to select particular displays from so many, 
but we should like to  record that the Physics Lab. was thronged with 
masses throughout the evening and that the Craft Room was filled 
by astonished and admiring visitors. The Icon-Tiki project of the 
Junior School was remarkable for its imagination and its finish. The 
appreciation of the parents was shown a t  the bookstall, where more 
than one hundred new books were bought for the Library. * * * 

As the examinations began and finished quite early in the term, it 
was decided to bring the curriculum for next year into operation 
immediately after the conclusion of the examinations. The fifth forms 
were divided into a fifth Arts, fifth Science, and a fifth Modern to 
work in preparation for their sixth form studies. I t  was hoped in this 
way to avoid the post-examination doldrums. * * * 

We are happy to welcome Mr. David Money, late scholar of 
Emmanuel College, Cambridge, who becomes Sixth Form English 
master next term. We look fonvard to worlcing with Mr. Money and 
hope that he will be happy here. * * * 

The present position of the Cock House Competition is :- 
Cobb's . .. 33 pts. 
Halliwell's 21 pts. 
Newsom's 20 pts. 
Milton's ... 8 pts. 
Gibb's 5 pts. 

As Cobb's have since won both the Cricket Cup and the Junior 
Shield their position would appear to  be now impregnable. The 
Swimming and Tennis Competitions have yet to be decided. 

HOUSE NOTES 
Cobb's 

Captailz : A. G. Simpson. 
Vice-Caplain. : A. Melmoth. 
School Prefects : G. C. Cook, D. S. Jonas, A. Melmoth, J. D. 

Shepherd, A. G. Simpson. 
The publishing of this issue of The Spzn? marks the end of one of 

the most n~ccessful years the House has ever had. As these notes go 



to  press we are in a very strong position indeed with regard t o  the 
Cock Housc Competition, a position we mean to  keep for the rest of 
this term. :it the end of the year we are liable to  lose ten of our 
sisth formers, all of whom have worlced hard for the prosperity of the 
Hoasc during the last few years. Although their place cannot he 
fillet1 immetliatelv there are most excellent signs of talent in the Junior 
House. Under the ahle captaincy of Francis the Joniors have \vorked 
steadily through the wirlter'to come first equal in the Rugby Competition, 
and now in the summer they are in a leading position in the Cricket. 
This means tha t  they stand to  win the Junior School Shield which has 
not rested in onr hands for many years. 

Last term we achieved our ambition by winning all the cups up for 
competition. This term has only seen the completion of one competition 
-athletics. The House worlred well during the qualifying season and 
we were nine points behind Halli\rrell's a t  the beginning of the finals. 

' 

Thosc nine points proved fatal however, and me never caught them. 
W. H. Shepherd and Eales tlescrve our congratulations on setting up  
new records in the Senior long jump and Colt 220 yds. The Colt relay 
tcarn of Braine, Baker, Shepherd, D. C. and Eales also mn  extremely 
mrll in record time. 

\V. H. Shepherd has alrcady steered two of our House teams t o  
victory ant1 a t  the close of the Cricket season i t  seems tha t  he has pulled 
off a hat  trick. The Seniors have beaten Newsom's, Rfilton's and 
Gibb's and the Colts have also done estremely well. In  spite of the 
fact t ha t  we cannot be displaced from first position we might have 
done even better had i t  not heen for the unpupctuality of some partici- 
pants in the matches. 

Alan h'Ielmoth is now urging us up and down the swimming bath 
in a n  effort t o  accumulate qualifying points. We have a fairly good 
team of finalists and we hope to  beat Gibb's who now lie seven points 
ahead of us. 

Rehearsals are now in progress for the House play under the 
direction of S. D. Shepherd. This term we are producing " This \Vay 
to  the Tomb " 1)). Ronald Duncan. I t  has a fairly small cast, and we 
hopc to  csploit our limited talent t o  the best effect. 

A.  G. S. 
The comfortable position in which the House is placed is due very 

largely to  the efforts of Simpson and his fellow seniors. \Ire shall miss 
them very much nes t  term, a.nd wish them t h r  hest of luck in their 
various careers. 

G. J. A. 

Gibb's 
House Captain : L. W .  J .  Rnnch. 
Prefecls : I?. J. Atkins, I .  R. B~~l lock,  D. M. Spiers. 

Athletics. 
The House was not so fortunate in the Athletic Sports this year 

and after occupying second position last year we dropped to  fifth this 
year. I t  was, however, very pleasing to  note tha t  out  of s i s  Minor 
events we won three and came second in two ; this promises well for 
the future. We should especially congratulate Roe on gaining two 
first places and Thompson on gaining one. 
Cricket. 

In  the most disappointing, and unlucky season for several years, 
the Seniors won one, and drew one of their four matches ; the  Colts 
have so far lost thc  three thcy have played, and the Juniors have 
played and lost two. If a slciecl catch had been held, the Seniors 
could have beaten Cobb's and against Newsom's, Jeapes' absence was 
felt on a wicket helping quick bowlers. After these clefeats, the  
match against Halliwell's produced the tamest draw of the competition 
when we were left a mere forty minutes in which to  score a hundred 

and twenty runs. In  the final match we defeated Milton's by two 
wickets and thus handed them the \vootlcn spoon. In  the Juniors \vc 
liavc two cornpctcnt all-roundcrs ill Loveday and Thompson w l ~ o  sllould 
strengthen tlie House in future ; and thc Seniors will wclcomc a 
regular wicket-keeper from thc  Colts nes t  scason. 
I~cI&~I .~s.  

Although on papcr we appcared to  havc a weak tcarn, the tennis 
eight has won convincingly i ts  two opening matches against Milton's 
and Newsom's. \Ye must, howevcr, cspcct to  mcct with much stiffer 
opposition from Cobb's and Halliwcll's ; ncvcrtl~clcss, if tllc team shows 
t l ~ e  same s teadi~~ess  and determination a s  in prcvious matches we shall 
not prove casy to  beat. 
D~carr~alics. 

This year we have chosen a play sorncw11;~t diflercnt in style from 
tllose of the two previous years  Tllc play " Hcwcrs of Coal," is quite 
short and contains only a few characters ; this will, wc hopc, allow us 
more time to  conccntrate on greater detail in thc production, whereas 
in previous ycars we have found grcat diSficulty in trying to  rehearse a 
hugc cast in the short time allowed. 
Swirilrr~ing. 

We havc not secn the usual rush to  qualify which wc have come 
to  cxpcct from Gibb's and conseclucntly we havc found or~rscivcs 
trailing Cohb's for most of the season. \\!c II;LVC~, I~owcvcr, just ovcr- 
llauled them a11t1 hold slcntler lcad of a few points wlrich we hope 
will have been incrcasctl by the day of thc  Gala. Cobb's will on- 
doubtcdly give us a hard fight, but providing all our swimmers are on 
form we expect: t o  mtain tlie Cup. 
The Gardcn Party. 

On behalf of the members of Gibb's Housc I should likc to  talic 
this opportunity to  thank all parents for the ~nagnificcnt way in whicll 
they represented us a t  thc School I;cte. \jre d o  thanlr the111 nlost 
sincerely for thcir ~nagnanimous rcsponsc to  the appcals and organisativ~~ 
of our Housc Masters, Mr. Lovcday and Rlr. O'Uriscoll. 1 hopc that  
ncxt year my successor will feel equally secure in thc  supl~ur t  of such 
generous parents. 

This had not been a very successful year for Gibb's and up to  thc 
time of writing thcsc notes, the most crcditablc achieve~ncnt ~c can 
claim is second placc in the Uoxing Competition. Honrcver, ~c still 
hnvc a strong intcrcst in the  thrcc remaining competitions to  be dccidcd 
and pcrllaps these may result niorc favourably for us. Tllc Housc 
scems to  be consta~itly afllicted by a " sag in tlie midcllc." I t  is quitc 
noticeable tha t  after a succcssful period a s  Juniors, our mcmbcrs appcar 
to  sink into a stupor when they rcach the Colts from which thcy begin 
t o  revive only when thcy cnter thc  fifth. I t  has happcncd not only 
this year but appears to  be ;I. continu;il ~iialady peculiar t o  this Housc. 
I would make a strong appcal t o  nes t  years crrlts t o  shalrc oft: the hoodoo 
and thus liglltc~l the burtlcn against whicl~ the Seniors arc constantly 
forced to  fight. Lct  us malcc i~ succcssful start  to  ncs t  ycar by c;rrrying 
off the Iiugby Cup whicll is long overdue to  Gibb's and by r cga in i~~g  
the Uoxing Cup which we so narrowly lost last ycar. 

L. \V. J . U. 

Halliwell's 
Caplclitt : P. J .  Cassclton. 
Vice-Captai7c : A. J .  I-loplcins. 

'I'liis tcrm has secn a revival of Halliwcll's fortunes, cspccially in 
iithlctics where, despitc tha t  thc  scaling of atlilctic qualifying points 
rained against numbers was abolished \rrc n~;~nagcd to  reach the 
Athletic Sports with a lead over tlie other houses. Thc team itsclf 
pcrformcd to  the best of i ts  ability and we retained the Athletics Cup. 



In the Tennis competition we have defeated Newsom's and hillton's 
by four matches to one, and five matches to nil respectively, and are 
ready to  serve the other houses likewise. At Cricket, as is usual, we 
have fared badly and only the Seniors have managed to win a match. 

In connection with the Athletic Sports, I would like to congratulate 
all those membefs of the House who gained places, especially Taylor o ~ i  
his excellent shot-putt and the major rclay team on their record breaking 
run. 

The House will produce the play "An Old Man a t  a Wheel " by 
Falldand Cary, in the House Play competition. 

We offer our congratulations to Cobb's on leading in the Cock 
House Cup by a substantial margin. We can, however, console our- 
selves with the thought that this year we have battled against con- 
siderable adversity and I congratulate the house on the magnificent 
fight they have put up. I t  is for thase who remain a t  School next 
year to resolve to win the Cock House Cup again. 

n T t -  r. J .  b. 

As both his position and hisinnatemodesty,forbid our captain, Peter 
Casselton to  mention his own feats, I should like to  add that our success 
in Athletics is largely due to his leadership and personal example. 
We congratulate him not only on heading the School 100 yds. and 
440 yds. record, but on a considerable line of successes outside the 
School walls, including the honour of running, and gaining a second 
place in the London v. Paris contest. 

P. S. 

Milton's 

This term has been a full one, Cricket, Tennis, Swimming, House 
Plays, the Garden Party, and of course examinations. We started off 
well in the Senior Cricket by gaining an honoural~lc draw with Newsom's. 
Since then we have received a scries of dislionourable defeats, yet one 
cannot help feeling that with more spirit in fielding,, and an ability to 
hold simple catches, a t  least two of these defeats could be turned into 
victory. The Colts, however, redeemed the failures of the Seniors by 
winning threc matches, and coming first, equally in the Colt competition. 
Lee, the captain, is to  be congratulated ; his team gives hope for the 
future. The Juniors with a strong team on paper have lost two of 
their matches. Nevertheless they have displayed an enthusiasm which 
has been refreshinff. 

In  the ~ t h l e t g s  we finished fourth. This was where we had been 
when the qualifying points were totalled. This shows that we might 
well have won the Sports had we been first a t  the end of qualifvina. 
The whole House, even the dull and backward, the maimed &d lamed. 
who inhabit the Rtiddle School, must pull themselves together and havl 
ing done that, pull their weight. Alan Law. who led the team, dis- 
played his excellence when he won and broke the records of the Senior 
Shot, Discus and 220 yds. Hall won the Senior mile. Gent won the 
Minor 220 yds. and the Minor Relay team (Brugger, Gent, Hooper, 
Croclter), easily won their evcnt. 

Thc most entertaining part of the Sports was our Tug with Gibb's. 
If there was more gamesmanship than sportsmanship in our dropping 
of the rope, i t  providcd a bored audience and tired tuggers with a much 
nceded relaxation. 

In the Tennis we have lost all our matches, though our opponents 
have drawn some brilliant play out of us. Fercbcc has played gallantly 
as 1st Singles, while Law and Langton managed to win the first set 
from ~ a l l ~ u ~ e l l ' s  first pair. 

- - 

Finally we must thank those few parents who gave such willing 
and noble help a t  the Garden Party. 

J.P.H.P. 

Newsom's 
Captain : D. Mackelworth. 
Prefects : J. W. Crichton, D. Mackelworth, B. R. Walters. 

Unfortunately our high hopes for the Hockey Cup were not realised 
and we were finally second in the competition. Cricket this term again 
gave rise to much optimism but this time it was the Senior XI  which 
failed to produce its expected form. After defeating Halliwvell's by 
nine wickets, we were fortunate to draw with a Milton's side whose 
strength we underestimated. Against Gibb's the result was more 
promising, another win by nine wickets, but Cobb's defeated us 
decisively, and the result of the competition now lies with the Colts 
who play Cobb's in their final match. 

This term is the most crowded of the year, for in it Cricket, Tennis. 
Swimming, Athletics and House Plays take place. I t  is to be regretted 
that the last of these competitions, the House Plays, has been removed 
.from Cock House competition as i t  seems inevitable that interest 
within the Houses will fall as a result. 

So far only one competition has been settled, that for Athletics 
Cup in which we came third. This was satisfactory as our talent was 
confined mainly to the Colt section of the House ; all those who gained 
places in their events are to be congratulated, especially Smith, M. L. 
for two fine victories in the Colt 440 and 880 yds. Qualifying was 
for a change more disappointing in the Colt and Junior sections of the 
House than among the Seniors. In the other sport in which qualifying 
counts towards the final award, Swimming, qualifying has been disap- 
pointing throughout the House. Saturday morning attendance a t  
Winbledon is very low from the House, and although the Swimming 
Sports will be over when these notes are read, a greater effort must be 
made in future years. Once again we were optimistic about the Tennis 
after our victory over Cobb's but the inevitable defeat by Halliwells 
and the more unexpected one by Gibb's have dashed these high hopes. 
We should, however, gain a place in the competition. 

This year we will not retain the Junior Shield despite good efforts 
by younger members of the House. This is unfortunate after the years 
it has been held by us, but once again the future holds out hope. Next 
term we again face the Rugby competition but with changes in the 
House. -4s usual we are losing members of the Senior XV but with 
talent from the Colts we can do no less than hope to repeat the success 
of last year. 

D.M. 

ARTICLES 
Senior House Matches 

House cricket, bringing together as i t  does the 1st XI veterans and 
those whose appearances are restricted to  these perfunctory few 
each season, produces some contrasts and curiosities. The expert, 
if not exposed to Mr. Wodehouse's crowning indignity of being caught 
a t  point by a man in braces, may lose face by being taken in the gully 
by a man in a blue pullover or having his best ball hit carelessly if 
unscientifically for four by a man wearing shorts and plimsolls. 

The unexpected regularly happens. The despised tail-enders 
make most runs ; the balls that bounce twice, or not a t  all, take the 
wickets. Newsom's, one understands, had agreed to  a nicety the 
total Milton's were to  be allowed in a 10 wicket defeat and arranged 
their get-away from the ground for about 2.46 p.m. Instead, they were 
saved only by the clock a t  5.30 from decisive defeat, on what I shall 
remember as B's day. R, in the closing exciting minutes, crowned 
success with bat and ball by snatching a one-handed catch from a 
pose of studied nonchalance a t  close point, revising in this split second- 



i t  seems-his initial assessment of the situation, tha t  i t  was a bump- 
ball undeserving his attention. 

There were, I fancy, fewer of those dour and tense-and often 
protracted duels-between bowlers incapable of hitting the wicket, and 
batsmen vainly endeavouring t o  touch the ball, t ha t  sometimes form 
the chief content of House matches. 

Captaincy was of mixed quality. Some captains took commenda- 
bly firm action t o  correct slovenly behaviour in the field, altered the 
field t o  anticipate the Bnown liabits of incoming batsmen, changed 
bowlers intelligently and did not regard a bowler once talcen off a s  a 
finally expended asset. Halliwell's, however, after the gift of a n  
unduly large proportion of runs from extras and overthrows-quite 
impossible short runs being rewarded through wild throwing with 
two or three additional runs--gave Gibb's far too little time either t o  
get the runs or get out. 

I have more than once said, and will say again here, that  this 
season's matches show the need of a n  agreed rule on the duration of 
matches. I have made a practice of allowing three hours with a half- 
hour extension a t  need ; this has been received by some as  too much, 
by others as  too little. Acrimony would be avoided and good captaincy 
encouraged by a firm ruling on this point. 

One complaint : I disliked the attempt by one House to  defeat 
the clock by exploiting the two-minute rule. One suggestion : each 
House should have its score-book carefully and fully kept. Some 
bouquets : I liked the general zest and spirit with which matches were 
played, the nice blend of good-natured badinage with ruthlessness, and, 
a s  a wholly impartial if partially fallible umpire, the acceptance of 
decisions even if they were not always approved. 

H. E. R. 

Pour une Bducation cinkmatographique 
Au cours d'un brains trust cinCmatographique, Shiver dernier, un 

groupe de critiques et  techniciens du cin6ma anglais deplorait B 
jnste titre l'apathie de cette partie du public qui a dtipassti la cinquan- 
taine e t  visite les salles obscures par pure routine. I1 est difficile de 
changer des hahitudes de paressc aussi profondCment ancrfies. Le 
cin6ma distille ainsi un doux opium, qui fait oublier, oublier . . . e t  
surtout reflechir le moins possible. Certes on va  au cinema d'abord 
pour se distraire. Mais ce souci ltgitime de distraction doit-il avoir 
pour corollaire inevitable ['abandon quasi-complet de toute faculte 
critique ? Faut-il admettrc dCfinitivement que le public n'est bon B 
rien, sinon b payer le prix d'une entree ? Yans la mesure oh les jeunes 
generations n'ont pas 6tC precocement d6formCes par cet heritage de 
passivitC e t  ont encore gard6 le meilleur de leur dynamisme intellectuel, 
l'on peut esperer voir progressivement ce manque d'exigences critiques 
Bvoluer vers une comprehension plus large des probl6mes de la crCation 
cinCmatographique. Et ,  s'il est une periode de la formation de 
l'adolescent oh cette orientation nouvelle devrait 6tre tentee, n'est-ce 
pas celle passCe sur les bancs dc la Public School ou de la Grammar 
School, alors que les sensibilites vierges s'eveillent au monde des idkes 
e t  des formes ? Deux moyens me semblent particulibrement adapt& 
A cette prise de conscience cinfimatographique : une critique rationnelle- 
ment dirigee des films interessants projetesdans les environs, s'adressant 
au plus grand nombre, et  dont je preciserai plus loin les modalites ; la 
projection, dans le cadre du cinti-club de l'ecole, de quelques films 
caractCristiques de  1'6volution du cinema en t an t  qu'art, destinCe B 
une audience plus limitee e t  soucieuse de se crCer une Cchelle de valeurs. 

Oui, je crois qu'il est possible d'appliquer B la grande majorit6 
des 61Cves certains tests critiques portant par esemple sur le meilleur 
film du mois. On choisit i l'avance le film qui fera l'objet de la 
discussion e t  on invite les ClCves & I'aller voir dans leur cinCma local. 
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VERSE 
A Prelude 

Clouds wandering from the billowy wind, 
The wild white wind tha t  grunts and gnaws 
Within the  grated grasp of several severed ruts, 
And through the  dark receding passages 
Of lignite and of shale. Past  purplcd stones 
On to the purpled moor. And the fountain of 
Smolre rebulres and cries within the drab 
Distracted domain of the fire's pomp, ant1 
Moody cracklings within shriek high 
From a monumental tower, and iron sliapes 
Prevail upon the pinnacles of whitened soil. 
A ruin on a rock sighs with the evening's chill. 
And the lamenting sun silhouetted within the 
Grey cool chasms of thi: dusk, throws 
Sombre penetrative rays, shaken only by tlic blasting sire11 
Of a homing ship, drifting, drowzing dunes in the dawdling waters 
Lapped by shining eddies low in the hazy Light. 
And the soft pathetic falling oi the summer raln. 

n. c. B. 

A Sequel 
The lighter shades melt in darkness 
Quickened by forged clouds 
That devastate the sky's remaining light ; 
Evening is quenched. 
Shadows tha t  have flayed the walls 
Disappear in ugly obscurity. 
The cloclc speaks comfortably on the shelf 
Keeping the night in contact with the day. 
In  the space of darkness memories flood the mind, 
The face of the countryside, and the striving town. 
Life's deaths, laughter's groans ; 
To-morrow's life cannot be remembered 
I n  the  gap of the  night's pause, 
Soft sleep stills the conscious question. 

I. B. L.  

SHORT STORY 

The Fatigue Party 
The rain drizzled apologetically hut determinedly over the camp. 

The fatigue party, clad in denim trousers and jaclcets, stood shivering 
and muttering in the wet, awaiting thc appearance of ;L certain Lance- 
bombardier Black, who Ilad recently been appointed to  the squad. At 
0830 hours, Blaclc marched determinedly up to  his new charge, and 
surveyed, with a half-hearted air of bclligcrence, the faces lined up beforc 
him. The squad gazcd a t  him steadfastly. He introduced himself 
briefly and followed up  hard with his customary speech. 

" Now, remember, just because you've finished your training, 
there's no need to thinlc you can slacken off. 1'11~ here to  see t o  that  
. . . . ".and so on. Thc squad watched him without expression. 

" Squad, squad 'shun ! " They came to attention in intermittent 
bursts, with a resultant machinc-~wn effect. 1-ancc-bombardier Blaclc 
winced-scowled a t  them apprehensively, and decided to  ignore it. 

.I " Laift, Tarn ! " I'our of the squad turned smar t ly to  the right. 
" You-nig-nogs " screamed the bombardier. But  beneath the hatred 
they detected a certain hopelessness, and began t o  feel more cheerful. 
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" Fully trained soldiers 1 " he rnuttcred under his breath. 
" By the right, double march." 
They streamed off energetically into t l ~ c  r;~in. 
Uy the t i ~ n c  they reached the parade ground, a )rout11 in t l ~ c  last 

lilc had developed an excruciating limp, ant1 his co~lvulsions were slowly 
bringing him to  a standstill. Ucspair showctl in the bombardier's cyc. 

" Squad, halt ! " he shrickerl. Thc front portion gallopt-d on 
blithely into the distance, whilc thc latter files haltcd by tlcgrccs, 
panting and moaning a t  the exertion. 

" What's wrong with you ? " Black hissed venomo~lsly iuto tlic 
lame one's car. 

" I t ' s  me hip, bomb, must have strained i t  coming u p  the slope," 
said the invalid in between agonisctl twistings. 

" Take him to the R1.1. room," grated the bombardier t o  two of the 
sy~npathetic squad. 

They supported him, and movccl slo\vly off. After thirty yards, 
all t l ~ ~ c e  broke into a smart trot  ant1 va~~ i shcd  round the corner. 

The bombardicr spent a furious forty minutes overtaking thc front 
half of the squad, who were still ~noving a t  a brislc double, marshalling 
t l~cm,  and returning them to their comratles. 

The intact party rr;ichctl tllc fucl yards a t  09.30 hours, and stood 
contemplating a ~ n o ~ ~ n t i ~ i ~ ~  oi  coke wllich was to bc transfcrrctl tu tllc 
uearhy cookhonsc 1>~111ltcrs. 

One of the sclu;~tl then Ilclplully pointctl clut that t l~crc  \verc* IIO 

shovels, ant1 vol~~ntecrctl to gc~ in starch ( l f  somr. Xftcr thc cnsuing 
discussion, t l ~ c  bo~nl);trdicr tlccitlctl t o  go I~imscll, grimly taking thc 
vr~luntccr \vitl~ him. 

I-laving searched fivc other colce dumps, the coolcl~o~~sc, the in- 
cinerator, the Battery Storcs, the licgimcntal Storcs,  id Urig;~dc 
H.Jj., without sr~cccss, t\\'o sllovcls were cvcntu;~lly founrl ; ~ t  tlic guard 
room. A susl~icious Scrgcnnt made him sign in triplicate f(lr them, 
ant1 touk duc note of the number of cach sliovcl. 

On regaining his stluatl, the bombardirr f(lr~ntl fivc of tllcnl sitting 
OI I  the coke, smoking in tllc rain. 'Shc rest, 11r was inlormet1 \wrc 
c~ithcr a t  thc Uattery Office, o n  cl~argcs, or hat1 been con~manclrerctl 
by a n ~ y t l ~ i c i ~ l  officer for f~ t igucs  a t  the I~clr~c;~tional Ccntrc. I-lc was 
;~.lso inforrnrtl t ha t  i t  was now hrcak timc, i ~ n d  cuuld they please g,v :' 
I-ic s:~itl ycs they coultl go, ;~nt l  ontli~lvtl in :L finr l ) r rora t io~~ 1;1s1111g 
several minutes, lnorc cs;rctly whcre 1llc)r could go, i u ~ d  \ \hat  \vould 
11;~ppcn to  thcnl when t l ~ c y  c;lmc b;tck. 

They disappcarcd hastily in tllc dircctiun of the NA;il'I lo~lg  
beiore he had finished. 

Lancc Uombadicr Ulaclc stootl in tllc rain p1;111ni11g a l ingcr i~~g 
revenge for their return. When thvy 11;1cl11't ;~l?l~mrctl  11)' 11.30 Ilours, . 
hc swore long and bitterly and set olf I~opclcssly inlo tllc rain to look fur 
them. 

J .  ax. H. 

THE MICHAEL WELBY CUP 
Tllc lapse of time since the Ucbating Competition toclli plircc, wltilc 

~ ~ l i ~ l < i n g  the co~npilation o i  a rcpvrt 111orc clifticult, docs confer t l ~ c  
adv;~ntagc of being able to  scc it all in perspective. The atlvantagc is 
;I tloubtful onc ; for considcrccl reflection can bring only the cclncl~rsion 
thxt t l ~ c  whole scrics of dcbatcs must hear the stigma of monotony and 
~nctliocrity. No dcbate stands out a s  an  occasion of well cstablishcd 
;il.giimcnt or of a challenge \vcll met. No indivitlual spccch stands out 
;LS i~ nlodcl of fire or wit, or even o i  clarity. I t  follows thcrcforc that  
;LII accurate record of thcsc debates \vould likewise bc tedious if i t  
should bc attempted in detail. I t  will bc better t o  offer a summary 
of the progress of the competition. 
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record figures. Nevertheless, this term has  not been one of inaction, 
for there has been a very varied programme. To begin the  term \sre harl 
;ln interesting film strip lecture, given by a local minister, on tllc 
Obcramnlcrgau l'assion l'lay. For tllosc who wcre unable to  be present 
; t t  the meeting, we are Iioping to  show the strip again nes t  term. Those 
who come to  Open Night and saw the Christian Union's small tlcbut, 
will rcalisc Iiow many outsidc activities occur in our programme. If 
;LIIY camping lloliday is required, thcrc are scvcral from which toclioosc. 
Alcctings in London sponsored by the I.S.C.F., the S.U., and other 
1)arcnt org:lnisations are rccotnmcndcd. The I'estival of  Britain 
Evangelical Canipaign is to  bc hclcl all through Scptctnbcr in the 
Central I-Iall, \Vcstminster, and ;inybody who would lilcc to  is invited 
to  join our party. 

Onr school C.U. is reprcscntcd on tlle Wirnl>lcdon Jlistrict clivisior~ 
of the Surrey Schools Christian 1Zally committee, which organists 
joint-meetings every term in the various scl~ools. l'or ncs t  term, 
; ~ r r i ~ ~ i g c ~ n e n t s  ior an  inter-school squash arc still under \say. Here, 
next t c ~ i n ,  more enterprise is t o  be shown by the lcaders in arranging 
for outside spcalters to  visit us, and films to  be shown in the meetings. 
\\'c hope to  cncour;lgc boys to  visit the I'estival Campaign, and tlic 
Ilrllncrous other mrctings which arc \rortliy of our a t t cnda~~cc .  '111(: 
it1c.a of holtling ;t festive clin~lcr cltrso to  C:hristm;~s is still bring t1isc11ssc:tl. 

~ . I ; I  ny lxv)l~lc \\,II(I arc just s c a n ~ ~ i ~ i g  over this 11agc' 111;1y wontlcr why 
\r(: 11;tvc: this pc*cl~liar obsession frrr r t ~ n l i i ~ ~ g  it Cllristii111 U I I ~ ~ I I .  1 ' 1 1 ~  
;Lnswcr is si~nplc. \\'c krloro whom we believe in. M;rny 11ccrl)lc t h i~ ik  ( I [  
Cb:istia~~ity a s  a tloctrinc \vhich s o o ~ c  " rfi~clirtl " l?cuplc, \VII ( I  arc very 
lilcc-ly in ;L tlcprrssetl conelition, lilcc to  bclicvc: so that  they c;ln 1)c 
consoled hp  thc illusio~l of a f~~turc .  lifc. Not ;L bit ol it. S)o you think 
t11;l.t I,oys iind girls ill their t r r ~ l s  arc tirccl of life ? 011 the c o ~ l t m ~ y ,  
tlioy Iiavc Inany years l>c,forc t l ~ c ~ n ,  a i ~ t l  tlieir wholc clcsirc is t o  bc ;LS 

11;l.ppy ; ~ n d  a s  conlfort;tblr as  possible, and to  lia\w the most c~ijoy;rl,lc 
;111rl the most csciting lifc bcIorr they die. Many yoltt~g people 11;1vc 
lor~utl this wondcrt~rl lilc, J c s ~ ~ s  s;~itl "1 corn(. to give you lifc, th;lt 
y(,n ~ii;ry 1l;rvc it I I I O ~ C  ; ~ l ) u ~ ~ t I a . ~ ~ t l y . "  \\"hen you h;~vc ;lslcctl t l ~ c  Lortl 
Jesus Christ into your hcart, you \\fill lind that  Hc gives yc~u ;L new 
lease of lifc. You will li11c1 tha t  you li~low H i ~ n  .l,rvso~rcc.l!,LtIicrc's 11o 
1111cstion of tlouht. I-lis presence is ;ibsolul(~ly ~~nclurstio~i;rblc ;1nt1 t l ~ r r c  
is llothing that  \vilI III;I~<(! yo11 L I I I ~ I I ) ~  Iiis ~ ) r ( ~ s ( ~ ~ t . ( > .  To l)c ;I. C'11risLii111 
is the most rscilillg, ct~juyablc, cullif~~rtillg and 11;ll)l~y lilt thilt i l l lJ 'OII1:  

could wish lor. 
1'. A l .  L. 

'I'I-1E DEBATING SOCIETY 
l'resio'cr~.l : 'I'llc 1ic;~dniastcr. 
Ckaivr~lnrr : J . 1'. Hood l'hillips. 
Secrelar~~ : A. J . Huplcins. 

'The last tllrcc debates have scen us a t  our best ;~n t l  not our worst. 
.\t t l ~ c  end of the Spring Tcrm we ranged oursclvcs ; ~ g i t i ~ ~ s t  ;t team of 
U~~ivcrs i ty  Old Boys who chosc to oppose the motion " Tliis House 
regrets its American cousins." The main spcccllcs wcrc lively cvcn if 
inclined to  be overlong, but  we were in no degree ovcrsliadowc~tl by 
the wit o f  the Old 13oys. Noel Godwin sang to  us and I t .  A. Nuttall 
gnvc us a n  ;imus~ngly garrulous descriptioil of a clay in an  Amrric;in's 
liic. 1)onald Thompson displa)rcd an assortment of ncclc wear ant1 I l r .  
liucljicly inadc pointctl co~nmcnts on two varirtics of " IZcdmcn." 

I t  is fclt better t o  say lcss about the ncs t  tlcbatc, thc moticrn of 
\vhicIi \\,as " 'I'llis House approved a scicntilic cdu~1tion." Tlicrc wcsrc: 
thrcc far~lts, nanlely a lack of spc;~lcers, a lack of organization ant1 ;I 

J lack of agreenient on the meaning of the motion. Tlic n~ofion was 
defeated. 
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Our report ends on a topical note ; a debate held but  a few days 
ago was on the motion " This House considers tha t  the reccnt achieve- 
ments of the British Empire do not warrant a l'estival of Britain." 
Few people attended this tlebatc but  thosc who did all spoke with a 
lively gusto. I t  was proved t l ~ a t  in a debate a vigorous few is preferable 
to  a sullen mass. J .  P. Hood l'hillips moving the motion p~~ i l l t cd  out 
t ha t  the  recent achievement of tlic British Empire was its suicide. l i e  
took and justitied a jingoistic: attitude. A. C. Ma~~ifold  attacking, 
disagreed on somewh;it dubious grountls wit11 the prol~oscr's argunlcnt 
and having proved tha t  the  notion itself was nut valid asked the House 
not t o  vote for a bogus motion. I t  did not. Several gooel spcechcs 
came from the floor, notably t l~osc o f  I\. G. Si~npson and 1. 1). bar~ ie l t .  

We are sorry to  be losing two of our best speakers, J .  D. Slicphcrd 
and J .  P. Hood I'hillips. UotIi have bccn " pillars of tlic society," 
especially the latter, who had, t l ~ o u g h o u t  the greater par t  o i  the year, 
been our indefatigable c l ia i rma~~.  

A. J, li. 

THE SIXTH FORM 'SOCIETY 
'l'om.ards the end o f  last term, and after thc publication of I l ~ r  Sprrv, 

the society I~eld two mecti~~gs-one was ;I play reading, and tllc o t l~c r  a 
lecture on Jazz. \Vith the help of our 11sua1 visitors, reatl " l i i r ~ s  
round the  moor^," a comedy by Christopher l'ry ; Ihr standartl of 
reading was variable, ant1 though thcre were several admir;tblc c1i;tractr~r 
studies, the reading was oftell u~~imaginati\w and dull. 'l'hc. play itself, 
however, made the evening a pleasant one. 'I'l~c popularity of ;I lccturc 
on Jazz in the present socicty is assuretl,and i l~ough thc a.udicnc.c \vas 
not large i ts  enthusiasm was apparent, and there is ;i general clcsirc 
for a return visit. 

Tliis term, examinations and the nis~iy  other activities o l  the 
Summer Term have had the usual effect on nlost School Socictics ; tllc 
Sixth Form Society has not  yet held a mclcting t1.1 home, t l~trl~gh i t  has 
attended a play reading outsidc tlic School. 'There \\.ill, howcvcr, bc 
a meeting later this term. 

. J.D.S. 

CHESS CLUB 
There has been only one meeting this lerm. At this, blr. Butcher, 

of the Wimbledon Chess Club, discussed various aspects of the Game. 
and provided the Junior members with an  excellent in t roduct iu~~ tcr 
the game. I t  is hoped tha t  in the Winter Term, Mr. Butcher will be 
available for the coaching oi  members of the club, and especially the 
School teams. 

This term, the Presideut of the Chess Club, I lr .  Syers is leaving 
the School. The club wishes Lo express its gratitude lor the ;issistancc 
11c has given i t s  members throughout the 1950-51 sektsoll. NcsL tern1 
begins the fifth year o I  the club's life, during which t i ~ n c  the presidents 
have becn Mr. E. A. C. Ualshaw, Mr. U .  LV. Vincc~it, ant1 Mr. li. Syers. 
\\:c axtrait t hc  appoi~itment of a new president. 

1. U. L. 

THE CLASSICAL SOCIETY 
Yves%dcr81 : Rlr. Chol~nondelcy. 
liice-Presidettl : The Headmaster. 
Sccrelnry : A. J. Hopkins. 

At the ~necting held a t  the end of last term, &,I. &$arcorclles gave us 
;III interesting talk, in  excellent English on the " French approach to  
classics." He  commenced by giving us a general description of the 
l'rench educational system and then told us how antiquated wcre a 
Frenchman's methods of teaching Latin. The classics in lprench 
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schools are apparently only studied for examination purposes. No 
interest in tlic writer or the character of his work is stimulated so that 
one presumes n l'rench boy may be able t o  translate boolcs of Latin 
but  hardly know when the author lived. The fact that  l'rcnch s tudet~ts  
study philosopliy, must, however, introduce thctn to  the living ancient 
world to  a certain extent. A11ot11cr point which M. l\larcorclles made 
was on the inliucncc of 1,atin on thc 1;rcnch language itself anti, ill- 
directly through the Norman invasion, on the English language. Fronl 
his conclusitrn one gathered that  31, 3larcorcllcs much prcferrctl tho 
English tncthotl of teaching classics t o  the 1;rcncll considering that  
Latin and Greek  nus st be much more p1cas;lnt for an  linglish t11;rn a 
l'rench schoolboy ! 'I'lic I'rcsidctlt of the Society felt tha t  ~ I ; L I I ~  f:iults 
whicl~ bl. i\l;~rcorellc pointed out as  being present in l'rc11c11 scliools 
were not altogether absent froill certain English ones ! 

!I. J .  H. 

THE 19th WIMBLEDON SCOUT TROOP 
'l'his has been a term of such activity that  i t  sccms that  perhaps 

t l~c rc  has been too much interruption with our normi11 training. But 
;11 1c;tst the i~~nb i t ious  progrimme of events wit11 which tho local 
.Issociation has trictl to  catch the public cyc has m;tde us conscious of 
some of t l ~ c  \vcalancsscs of our troop to  whicl~ we must now turn our 
attcution. 

'l'hc troop 11;~s been rcprcscntcd in some tlcgrcc in mc~st of t l ~ c  
;Issociation cvc-nts. At  t l ~ c  end o f  tlic Spring term, s0111c of our 111cmbel.s 
entered cxl~ibits a t  the Hantlicr;ifts and Hobbies exhibition 11c.ld in 
Trinity Hall, ant1 many of thcm e~itcrcd t l ~ c m  again later in Ll~e tern1 a t  
the  cxl~ibition in Marlborot~gli Hall, in connection wit11 the \\;imblctlon 
Yout11 \\,'eclc. Younger ~ncmbcrs of t l ~ c  troop wcrc hc;~rtl t o  good 
effect in the choir : r t  the Associstio~~ concert, " \\'it11 a He i~ r t  so Light," 
i1.t \Vimblcclon Town Hiill, on 23rti RI;ty, but i t  was fro111 the Sc~iiors 
t l i ;~t  came the large ~ i~a jo r i ty  of the team representing tlic Associi~tion 
;rt the \Viml)lctlon Youth Council Sports-a tea111 ~ v l ~ i c l ~  retained t l ~ c  
'l 'ropl~)~ for the  four t l~  successive time. This event took place on the 
s u n c  day ns the r2ssociation Ca~nping competition, but i t  was tllc 
proximity of cxamin;rtions, r;rthrr tli;in tlie crowded c;llcnil;1r which 
i1111st be blan~rtl for our nbscncc from t l ~ c  lists, !\t the t lcmo~~stra tion 
ill' cquipmcnt I~cltl Oy t11c ,Issociatio~~ OII \\'i~nl)lcdtrn C'c~mn~on OII 10tl1 
;rnd 17th Junr ,  tht! troop put  OII  :I. livcl!. sl~o\\r of trclc cart  drill ;tn(l, wc 
Iiopc, left spcct:rtors convi~~cctl  t l i ;~ t  \rrc 1101 o ~ ~ l y  possess goorl t - c lu ip~nr~~ l  
1 ~ 1 t  k ~ ~ o w  lri~w to  use it. 'Lo tbc C;.S.Jl. goes thc credit for tIi(. smoo111 
org;lniz;~tion of t l ~ c  c:tml), hut a 111ist;bltc in timing prcvet~tctl tht* S.Rl. 
from playing tlic role of a rcal live " casualty " in the first-aid tent. 

'In account of the a ~ ~ n u a l  fCtc will he found clscwhcrc, but it must 
I)c recordctl tha t  the troop wiis privilcgctl t o  be prrscnt wllcn I~clpcrs 
; r t  tlic fete wcre cntertainccl by a lilm rccord of hlr. nial~slrall's journey 
fro111 South Africa to  this country. 

011 Tuesclap 2hth J L I I I ~ ,  a party f ron~ the troop with two or tlu'cc 
" guests " from the School visited the  1ntcrn;ltional 'l'clephonc J i s -  
change in the city where, in addition t o  a comprchcnsi\~c tour of t\\.v 
buildings, wc wcre privileged t o  cavcsdrop on operators connecting 
calls for Karachi, 3licliiga1 and other places the ~rrorld ovcr. This w;ls 
the  third of a series o f  visits for the organization of which we have to  
thank the  parents of boys in tlic troop. 

!Is these notes go to press, we still have a fcur cro\vdctl wcclcs to  go, 
in which the troop must talcc part  in the .\ssociation Swimming Sports, 
;Ithlctic Sports and thc i\ssociation l'&tc, ant1 also prepare for sulnmcr 
camp on the bortlcr of Uevon and Cornwall. \\'ith all this ;~ctivity, 

J 
there has been little use ~nilde of the cabin a t  \\'cst Hoatlily, and too 
little progress along the highway from Tenderfoot to  l<ing's Scout. 
Bu t  perhaps with the  end of this period of exhibition, in which urc hope 

the  public has been enabled t o  see more closely wliat Scouts are trying 
to  do, and wit11 the return of our three vis i to~s  to  the Jamboree in Austria 
and the Seniors fro111 France and Switzerland, we can return with 
renewed vigour t o  the most important task of all, the needs of the 
individual Scout. 

A. T. C. 
Par;~dcs have continued regularly on Friday evenings throughout 

the last two terms, and the general standard of lteeness and efficiency 
has been maintained. This was particularly evident a t  the No. 61 
Gnmp Itally a t  R.A.1:. ICenlcy in May, u,hcn the squadron took part  
in the march past  before t l ~ c  A.O.C. Several comments were recei\-ell 
concerning. the high sta~:dard of the Caclet's drill anti general conduct 
on the aerodrome. All the cadets were fol-tunate in being given flights 
before the parade took placr. Later this term the squatlron also tool< 
part  in the Surrey \$'ing.Sports a t  \Yaltl~;un-on-Tl~amcs, \vliere sevcl;~l 
second and third places were obtained. Catlet Phillips, hl. A. was 
subsequently chosen to run in 61 Group Sports for the Surrey \Tring. 
Ho\\.ever, the highest honour won for the Squadron this year was by 
Sgt. .\lien who \\,as selected, after competitive interview, t o  go for :III 

Overseas Flight with the l<.A.I;. t o  the Canal Zone in Egypt. In n 
report of the trip lie says : " I left England on Monday 30th April, 
from R.A.F. Binbrook near Grinisby. The lirst stop was 1\Ialta 3ftc.r 
seven hours flving, where we visitcd \.nletta ant1 toured the Grand 
I~arbour. The-nest day we flew on to  Shallufa our destination. R.A.T:. 
Shallufa is eight miles North of Suez ncar the  banks of the Canill 
in the middle of the desert, where the temperature went up to  10S0 F. 

" \Vhile there we did a lot of flying in Lincoln bombers, Beau- 
fightc>rs, and for three-quarters of nn hour I was allowed t o  take over n 
dual control Harvard-thc most rnjoyable part  of the whole trip. 
\\re ;~ lso  visited nearby towns o f  Snez. F;ryitl and lsmi~ilia, where 
many bargains itre to  be purchased in the bazaars. 

" Tn all we had five \vcel;s out there, and on 14th June we returned 
via El  Adern (Libya), Malta, Nice to  England, after a .most enjoyable 
:ind very instructixre month with the R.A.IT." J .  D. F. 

NATIONAL SAVINGS GROUP 
This term, form savings have incrcasril by more thnn 50 prr  cent, 

thc wrrltly total :tvcragin:,. f6, ;IS co1l1parc.d with i 4  last term. Tllc 
final tot:~l will I>c about /90, as  opposed t o  L.50 last trl-m. I t  is to be 
liopetl t11:rt this is not. due only to the present inflationarv tendency. 
Xrvrr-tIi(~1ess there is still roon~  for an even greater improvement. 
.\lthot~gh some forms have prob:tbly rmcllcrl their lasable limit, 
averaginfi over a shilling :I \veek prr  boy, others contrihnte practically 
negligil~le snnis. This is cspeci;~lly noticable in the rlpper school, 
where boys pre,sumahly find other, less worth-mliilr, invcstmcnts for 
their poclret money. 

The active form representatives all do their job efficiently. I 
woultl esprcially like to  mention thosc of 1.4. ?A, 35, 31. and 4.4 : it is 
these \vho obtain the best rcst~lts from their Iahonr. T l ~ c r ~  is betwecan 
them a strong, friendly, con~pctit i \~c spirit to  taltc t l ~ r  top place for 
form totals. 1 h manages to  keep just :\hcatl. 

The amount 1)ri)ught hy individual boys varies from Gd. to  10s. 
Tlirrc is no nrcd for those ( ~ f  us who can only aft'ortl Gtl. to  feel despon- 
(lent, when we see app;rrcntly richer contri1)utors s:~vc% 10s. There is 
:~lways the possibility, tha t  what is savt-tl on 11;Iontl:1). is t1rau.n out on 
Tuesday, in reatlincss to  hc snvctl :~fi;~in the followin:: Rlonday. For 
thosc \vho don't save ;it all, it is :IS wrll to  remcnlhrr that  s;~vings form 
a very important part  of the Katiimnl, as  wrll ;IS our own pvrsonal, 
economy. 

A. G. H. 








