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NOTES

The Headmaster has been away ill for a part of this term and has
not yet fully recovered. All the School is greatly distressed and he is
sorely missed. We wish him a speedy and complete recovery and
look forward eagerly to his return.

* * *

Open Night took place on Wednesday 4th July. There was a
very large attendance of parents who were, it was clear, interested,
amused, and entertained by the prolific variety of activities offered to
them. It may be invidious to select particular displays from so many,
but we should like to record that the Physics Lab. was thronged with
masses throughout the evening and that the Craft Room was filled
by astonished and admiring visitors. The Kon-Tiki project of the
Junior School was remarkable for its imagination and its finish. The
appreciation of the parents was shown at the bookstall, where more
than one hundred new books were bought for the Library.

* * *

As the examinations began and finished quite early in the term, it
was decided to bring the curriculum for next year into operation
immediately after the conclusion of the examinations. The fifth forms
were divided into a fifth Arts, fifth Science, and a fifth Modern to
work in preparation for their sixth form studies. It was hoped in this
way to avoid the post-examination doldrums.

* * *

We are happy to welcome Mr. David Money, late scholar of
Emmanuel College, Cambridge, who becomes Sixth Form English
master next term. We look forward to working with Mr. Money and
hope that he will be happy here.

* *

o *
The present position of the Cock House Competition is :—

Cobb’s ... 33 pts.
Halliwell's 21 pts.
Newsom’s 20 pts.
Milton’s ... 8 pts.
Gibb’s 5 pts

As Cobb’s have since won both the Cricket Cup and the Junior
Shield their position would appear to be now impregnable. The
Swimming and Tennis Competitions have yet to be decided.

HOUSE NOTES
Cobb’s

Captain : A. G. Simpson.
Vice-Captain : A. Melmoth.
School Pyefects : G. C. Cook, D. S. Jonas, A. Melmoth, J. D.
Shepherd, A. G. Simpson.
The publishing of this issue of The Spur marks the end of one of
the most successful years the House has ever had. As these notes go
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to press we are in a very strong position indeed with regard to the
Cock House Competition, a position we mean to keep for the rest of
this term. At the end of the year we are liable to lose ten of our
sixth formers, all of whom have worked hard for the prosperity of the
House during the last few years. Although their place cannot be
filled immediately there are most excellent signs of talent in the Junior
House. Under the able captaincy of Francis the Juniors have worked
steadily through the winter to come first equal in the Rugby Competition,
and now in the summer they are in a leading position in the Cricket.
This means that they stand to win the Junior School Shield which has
not rested in our hands for many years.

Last term we achieved our ambition by winning all the cups up for
competition. This term has only seen the completion of one competition
—athletics. The House worked well during the qualifying season and

we were nine points behind Halliwell's at the beginning of the finals. ’

Those nine points proved fatal however, and we never caught them.
W. H. Shepherd and Eales deserve our congratulations on setting up
new records in the Senior long jump and Colt 220 yds. The Colt relay
tecam of Braine, Baker, Shepherd, D. C. and Eales also ran extremely
well in record time.

W. H. Shepherd has already steered two of our House teams to
victory and at the close of the Cricket season it seems that he has pulled
off a hat trick. The Seniors have beaten Newsom’s, Milton's and
Gibb’s and the Colts have also done extremely well, In spite of the
fact that we cannot be displaced from first position we might have
done even better had it not been for the unpunctuality of some partici-
pants in the matches.

Alan Melmoth is now urging us up and down the swimming bath
in an effort to accumulate qualifying points. We have a fairly good
team of finalists and we hope to beat Gibb’s who now lie seven points
ahead of us.

Rehearsals are now in progress for the House play under the
direction of S. D, Shepherd. This term we are producing ‘‘ This Way
to the Tomb " by Ronald Duncan. It has a fairly small cast, and we
hope to exploit our limited talent to the best efiect,

A.G. S,

The comfortable position in which the House is placed is due very
largely to the efforts of Simpson and his fellow seniors. We shall miss
them very much next term, and wish them the best of luck in their
various careers.

G. J. A
Gibb’s
House Captain : L. W. J. Bunch.
Prefects : T. J. Atkins, 1. B. Bullock, D. M. Spiers.
Athletics.

The House was not so fortunate in the Athletic Sports this year
and after occupying second position last year we dropped to fifth this
vear. It was, however, very pleasing to note that out of six Minor
events we won three and came second in two; this promises well for
the future. We should especially congratulate Roe on gaining two
first places and Thompson on gaining one.

Cricket.

In the most disappointing, and unlucky season for several years,
the Seniors won one, and drew one of their four matches; the Colts
have so far lost the three they have played, and the Juniors have
played and lost two. If a skied catch had been held, the Seniors
could have beaten Cobb’s and against Newsom’s, Jeapes' absence was
felt on a wicket helping quick bowlers. After these defeats, the
match against Halliwell’s produced the tamest draw of the competition
when we were left a mere forty minutes in which to score a hundred
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and twenty tuns. In the final match we defeated Milton'’s by two
wickets and thus handed them the wooden spoon. In the Juniors we
have two competent all-rounders in Loveday and Thompson who should
strengthen the House in future; and the Scniors will welcome a
regular wicket-kceper from the Colts next scason.

Tennis.,

_ Although on paper we appeared to have a weak team, the tennis
cight has won convincingly 1ts two opening matches against Milton’s
and Ne}vsoln's. We must, however, expect to meet with much stiffer
opposition from Cobb’s and Halliwell's ; nevertheless, if the team shows
the same steadiness and determination as in previous matches we shall
not prove casy to beat.

Dramatics.

This year we have chosen a play somewhat diflerent in style from
those of the two previous years. The play *“ Hewers of Coal,’ is quite
short and contains only a few characters ; this will, we hope, allow us
more time to concentrate on greater detail in the production, whercas
in previous ycars we have found great difficulty in trying to rehcarsc a
huge cast in the short time allowed.

Swimning.

We have not seen the usual rush to qualify which we have come
to expect from Gibb's and consequently we have found oursclves
trailing Cobb’s for most of the scason. We have, however, just over-
hauled them and hold a slender lead of a few points which we hope
will have been increased by the day of the Gala. Cobb’s will un-
doubtedly give us a hard fight, but providing all our swimmers are on
form we expect to retain the Cup.

The Garden Party.

_ On behalf of the members of Gibb’s House I should like to take
this opportunity to thank all parents for the magnificent way in which
they represented us at the School licte. We do thank them most
sincerely for their magnanimous response to the appeals and organisation
of our House Masters, Mr. Loveday and Mr. O Driscoll. 1 hope that
next year my successor will feel equally sccure in the support of such
generous parents.

. This had not been a very successful year for Gibb’s and up to the
time of writing these notes, the most creditable achievement we can
claim js sccond place in the Boxing Competition. However, we still
have a strong interest in the three remaining competitions to be decided
and perhaps these may result more favourably for us. The House
scems to be constantly afllicted by a “‘ sag in the middle.” 1t is quitc
noticeable that after a successful period as Juniors, our members appear
to sink into a stupor when they reach the Colts from which they begin
to revive only when they enter the fifth, 1t has happened not only
this year but appears to be a continual malady peculiar to this Housc.
1 would make a strong appeal to next years colts to shake off the hoodoo
and thus lighten the burden against which the Seniors are constantly
forced to fight. Let us make a successful start to next year by carrying
off the Rugby Cup which is long overdue to Gibb’s and by rcgainin?f
the Boxing Cup which we so narrowly lost last year, °

L.W. ], B,

Halliwell’s

Captain : P. J. Cassclton.
Vice-Caplain : A. J. Hopkins.

This term has seen a revival of Halliwell's fortuncs, especially in
Athletics where, despite that the scaling of athletic qualifying points
gained against numbers was abolished we managed to  reach the
Athletic Sports with a lead over the other houses. The team itsclf
performed to the best of its ability and we retained the Athletics Cup.
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In the Tennis competition we have defeated Newsom’s and Milton’s
by four matches to one, and five matches to nil respectively, and are
ready to serve the other houses likewise. At Cricket, as is usual, we
have fared badly and only the Seniors have managed to win a match.
In connection with the Athletic Sports, I would like to congratulate
all those membefs of the House who gained places, especially Taylor on
his excellent shot-putt and the major relay team on their record breaking
run. 7
The House will produce the play ““An Old Man at a Wheel "’ by
Falkland Cary, in the House Play competition. ) ) .
We offer our congratulations to Cobb’s on leading in the Cock
House Cup by a substantial margin. We can, however, coqsole our-
selves with the thought that this year we have battled against con-
siderable adversity and I congratulate the house on the magnificent
fight they have put up. It is for thase who remain at School next
year to resolve to win the Cock House Cup again. PI.C

As both his position and hisinnate modesty, forbid our captain, Peter
Casselton to mention his own feats, I should like to add that our success
in Athletics is largely due to his leadership and personal example.
We congratulate him not only on heading the School 100 yds. and
440 yds. record, but on a considerable line of successes outside the
School walls, including the honour of running, and gaining a second

place in the London v. Paris contest. b

Milton’s

This term has been a full one, Cricket, Tennis, Swimming, House
Plays, the Garden Party, and of course examinations. We started off
well in the Senior Cricket by gaining an honourable draw with Newsom’s.
Since then we have received a scries of dishonourable defcats, yet one
cannot help feeling that with more spirit in fielding, and an ability to
hold simple catches, at least two of these defeats could be turned into
victory. The Colts, however, redeemed the failures of the Semo;s. by
winning threc matches, and coming first, equally in the _Colt competition,
Lee, the captain, is to be congratulated ; his team gives hope for the
future. The Juniors with a strong team on paper have lost two of
their matches. Nevertheless they have displayed an enthusiasm which
has been refreshing.

In the Athletics we finished fourth. This was where we had been
when the qualifying points were totalled. This shows that we might
well have won the Sports had we been first at the end of qualifying.
The whole House, even the dull and backward, the maimed and lamed,
who inhabit the Middle School, must pull themselves together and hav-
ing done that, pull their weight. Alan Law, who led the team, dis-
played his excellence when he won and broke the records of the Senior
Shot, Discus and 220 yds. Hall won the Senior mile. Gent won the
Minor 220 yds. and the Minor Relay team (Brugger, Gent, Hooper,
Crocker), easily won their event. § . e

The most entertaining part of the Sports was our Tug with Gibb's.
1f there was more gamesmanship than sportsmanship in our dropping
of the rope, it provided a bored audience and tired tuggers with a much
nceded relaxation.

In the Tennis we have lost all our matches, though our opponents
have drawn some brilliant play out of us. Ferchee has played gallantly
as 1st Singles, while Law and Langton managed to win the first set
from Halliwell's first pair. -

Finally we must thank thosc few parents who gave such willing

and noble help at the Garden Party. I PHP.
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Newsom's

Captain : D. Mackelworth.
Prefects : J. W. Crichton, D. Mackelworth, B. R, Walters.

Unfortunately our high hopes for the Hockey Cup were not realised
and we were finally second in the competition. Cricket this term again
gave rise to much optimism but this time it was the Senior XI which
failed to produce its expected form. After defeating Halliwell's by
nine wickets, we were fortunate to draw with a Milton’s side whose
strength we underestimated. Against Gibb’s the resunlt was more
promising, another win by nine wickets, but Cobb’s defeated us
decisively, and the result of the competition now lies with the Colts
who play Cobb’s in their final match.

This term is the most crowded of the year, for in it Cricket, Tennis,
Swimming, Athletics and House Plays take place. It is to be regretted
that the last of these competitions, the House Plays, has been removed
from Cock House competition as it seems inevitable that interest
within the Houses will fall as a result.

So far only one competition has been settled, that for Athletics
Cup in which we came third. This was satisfactory as our talent was
confined mainly to the Colt section of the House ; all those who gained
places in their events are to be congratulated, especially Smith, M. L.
for two fine victories in the Colt 440 and 880 yds. Qualifying was
for a change more disappointing in the Colt and Junior sections of the
House than among the Seniors. In the other sport in which qualifying
counts towards the final award, Swimming, qualifying has been disap-
pointing throughout the House. Saturday morning attendance at
Winbledon is very low from the House, and although the Swimming
Sports will be over when these notes are read, a greater effort must be
made in future years. Once again we were optimistic about the Tennis
after our victory over Cobb’s but the inevitable defeat by Halliwells
and the more unexpected one by Gibb’s have dashed these high hopes.
We should, however, gain a place in the competition.

This year we will not retain the Junior Shield despite good efforts
by younger members of the House. This is unfortunate after the years
it has been held by us, but once again the future holds out hope. Next
term we again face the Rugby competition but with changes in the
House. As usual we are losing members of the Senior XV but with
talent from the Colts we can do no less than hope to repeat the success
of last year.

D.M.

ARTICLES

Senior House Matches

House cricket, bringing together as it does the 1st XI veterans and
those whose appearances are restricted to these perfunctory few
each season, produces some contrasts and curiosities. The expert,
if not exposed to Mr. Wodehouse’s crowning indignity of being caught
at point by a man in braces, may lose face by being taken in the gully
by a man in a blue pullover or having his best ball hit carelessly if
unscientifically for four by a man wearing shorts and plimsolls.

The unexpected regularly happens. The despised tail-enders
make most runs; the balls that bounce twice, or not at all, take the
wickets. Newsom’s, one understands, had agreed to a nicety the
total Milton's were to be allowed in a 10 wicket defeat and arranged
their get-away from the ground for about 2.46 p.m. Instead, they were
saved only by the clock at 5.30 from decisive defeat, on what I shall
remember as B’s day. B, in the closing exciting minutes, crowned
success with bat and ball by snatching a one-handed catch from a
pose of studied nonchalance at close point, revising in this split second—
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BIOUSE CRICKET : Some Fner-lovnts of the Gaome..

it seems—his initial assessment of the situation, that it was a bump-
ball undeserving his attention.

There were, I fancy, fewer of those dour and tense—and often
protracted duels—between bowlers incapable of hitting the wicket, and
batsmen vainly endeavouring to touch the ball, that sometimes form
the chief content of House matches.

Captaincy was of mixed quality. Some captains took commenda-
bly firm action to correct slovenly behaviour in the field, altered the
field to anticipate the known habits of incoming batsmen, changed
bowlers intelligently and did not regard a bowler once taken off as a
finally expended asset. Halliwell's, however, after the gift of an
unduly large proportion of runs from extras and overthrows—quite
impossible short runs being rewarded through wild throwing with
two or three additional runs—gave Gibb’s far too little time either to
get the runs or get out.

I have more than once said, and will say again here, that this
season’s matches show the need of an agreed rule on the duration of
matches. I have made a practice of allowing three hours with a half-
hour extension at need ; this has been received by some as too much,
by others as too little. Acrimony would be avoided and good captaincy
encouraged by a firm ruling on this point.

One complaint : I disliked the attempt by one House to defeat
the clock by exploiting the two-minute rule. One suggestion : each
House should have its score-book carefully and fully kept. Some
bouquets : I liked the general zest and spirit with which matches were
played, the nice blend of good-natured badinage with ruthlessness, and,
as a wholly impartial it partially fallible umpire, the acceptance of
decisions even if they were not always approved.

H.E. R,

Pour une éducation cinématographique

Au cours d’un brains trust cinématographique, I’hiver dernier, un
groupe de critiques et techniciens du cinéma anglais déplorait a
juste titre 'apathie de cette partie du public qui a dépassé¢ la cinquan-
taine et visite les salles obscures par pure routine. Il est difficile de
changer des habitudes de paresse aussi profondément ancrées. Le
cinéma distille ainsi un doux opium, qui {ait oublier, oublier . . . et
surtout réfiéchir le moins possible. Certes on va au cinéma d’abord
pour se distraire. Mais ce souci légitime de distraction doit-il avoir
pour corollaire inévitable I'abandon quasi-complet de toute faculté
critique ? Faut-il admettre définitivement que le public n’est bon a
rien, sinon & payer le prix d'une entrée ? Dans la mesure ol les jeunes
générations n’ont pas été précocernent déformées par cet héritage de
passivité et ont encore gardé le meilleur de leur dynamisme intellectuel,
I'on peut espérer voir progressivement ce manque d’exigences critiques
évoluer vers une compréhension plus large des problémes de la création
cinématographique. Et, s'il est une période de la formation de
V'adolescent ou1 cette orientation nouvelle devrait étre tentée, n’est-ce
pas celle passée sur les bancs de la Public School ou de la Grammar
School, alors que les sensibilités vierges s’éveillent au monde des idées
et des formes ? Deux moyens me semblent particuli¢rement adaptés
a cette prise de conscience cinématographique : une critique rationnelle-
ment dirigée des films intéressants projetés dansles environs, s’adressant
au plus grand nombre, et dont je préciserai plus loin les modalités ; la
projection, dans le cadre du ciné-club de 1'école, de quelques films
caractéristiques de I'évolution du cinéma en tant qu’art, destinée a
une audience plus limitée et soucieuse de se créer une échelle de valeurs.

Oui, je crois qu'il est possible d’appliquer a la grande majorité
des éléves certains tests critiques portant par exemple sur le meilleur
film du mois. On choisit & l'avance le film qui fera l'objet de la
discussion et on invite les éleves 4 I'aller voir dans leur cinéma local.
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VERSE
A Prelude

Clouds wandering from the billowy wind,
The wild white wind that grunts and gnaws
Within the grated grasp of several severed ruts,
And through the dark receding passages
Of lignite and of shale. Past purpled stones
On to the purpled moor. And the fountain of
Smoke rebukes and cries within the drab
Distracted domain of the fire's pomp, and
Moody cracklings within shriek high
From a monumental tower, and iron shapes
Prevail upon the pinnacles of whitened soil.
A ruin on a rock sighs with the evening's chill.
And the lamenting sun silhouetted within the
Grey cool chasms of thé dusk, throws
Sombre penetrative rays, shaken only by thc blasting siren
Of a homing ship, drifting, drowzing dunes in the dawdling waters
Lapped by shining eddies low in the hazy light.
And the soft pathetic falling of the summer rain. b
.C. B.

A Sequel

The lighter shades melt in darkness
Quickened by forged clouds
That devastate the sky’s remaining light ;
Evening is quenched.
Shadows that have flayed the walls
Disappear in ugly obscurity.
The clock speaks comfortably on the shell
Keeping the night in contact with the day.
In the space of darkness memories flood the mind,
The face of the countryside, and the striving town,
Life's deaths, laughter’s groans ;
To-morrow’s life cannot be remembered
In the gap of the night’s pause,
Soft sleep stills the conscious question.
I.B.L.

SHORT STORY
The Fatigue Party

The rain drizzled apologetically but determinedly over the camp.
The fatigue party, clad in denim trousers and jackets, stood shivering
and muttering in the wet, awaiting the appearance of a certain Lance-
bombardier Black, who had recently been appointed to the squad. At
0830 hours, Black marched determinedly up to his new charge, and
surveyed, with a half-hearted air of belligerence, the faces lined up before
him. The squad gazed at him steadfastly. He introduced himself
briefly and followed up hard with his customary speech.

‘* Now, rcmember, just because you’'ve finished your training,
there’s no need to think you can slacken off. 1'wm here to see to that

..""and so on. The squad watched him without expression.

‘“ Squad, squad ‘shun !’ They came to attention in intermittent
bursts, with a resultant machine-gun effect. Lance-bombardier Black
winced—scowled at them apprehensively, and decided to ignore it.

“Laift, Tarn ! I'our of the squad turned smartly-to the right.
‘“ You—nig-nogs '’ screamed the bombardier. - But beneath the hatred
they detected a certain hopelessness, and began to feel more cheerful.
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** Fully trained soldiers | " he muttered under his breath.

‘* By the right, double march.”

They streamcd off cnergetically into the rain,

By the time they reached the parade ground, a youth in the last
filc had developed an excruciating limp, and his convulsions were slowly
bringing him to a standstill. Despair showed in the bombardier’s cye.

“*Squad, halt!"” he shricked. The front portion- galloped on
blithely into the distance, while the latter files halted by degrees,
panting and moaning at the exertion.

“ What's wrong with you ? ”’ Black hissed venomously into the
lame one’s ear,

‘* It's me hip, bomb, must have strained it coming up the slope,”
said the invalid in between agonised twistings.

*“ Take him to the M.I. room,” grated the bombardicr to two of the
sympathetic squad.

They supported him, and moved slowly off. After thirty yards,
all three broke into a smart trot and vanished round the corner.

The bombardicr spent a furious forty minutes overtaking the front
half of the squad, who were still moving at a brisk double, marshalling
them, and returning them to their comrades.

The intact party reached the fuel yards at 09.30 hours, and stood
contemplating a mountain of coke which was to be transferred to the
nearby cookhouse bunkers. o

One of the squad then helpfully pointed out that there were no
shovels, and volunteered to go in search of some.  After the ensuing
discussion, the bombardier decided to go himself, grimly taking the
volunteer with him,

Having searched five other coke dumps, the cookhouse, the in-
cincrator, the Battery Stores, the Regimental Stores, and Brigade
H.Q)., without success, two shovels were eventually found at the guard
room. A suspicious Sergeant made him sign in triplicate for them,
and touk duc note of the number of cach shovel.

On regaining his squad, the bombardier found five of them sitling
on the coke, smoking in the rain. The rest, he was informed wete
cither at the Battery Office, on charges, or had been commandeered
by a mythical officer for fatigues at the Educational Centre. He was
also informed that it was now break time, and could they please go ?
He said yes they could go, and outllined in a fine peroration lasting
several minutes, more exactly where they could go, and what would
happen to them when they came back.

They disappeared hastily in the direction of the NAALKL long
before he had finished.

Lance Bombadier Black stood in the rain planning a lingering
revenge for their return. When they hadn’t appeared by 11.30 hours,
he swore long and bitterly and set oft hopelessly into the rain to look for
them.

J.M.H.

THE MICHAEL WELBY CUP

The lapse of time since the Debating Competition took place, while
making the compilation of a report more difficult, docs confer the
advantage of being able to sce it all in perspective. The advantage is
a doubtful one ; for considered reflection can bring only the conclusion
that the whole scries of debates must bear the stigma of monotony and
mediocrity. No dcbate stands out as an occasion of well established
argument or of a challenge well met. No individual specch stands out
as a model of fire or wit, or even of clarity. It follows thercfore that
an accurate record of these debates would likewise be tedious if it
should be attempted in detail. 1t will be better to offer a summary
of the progress of the compctition.
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record figures. Nevertheless, this term has not been one of inaction,
for there has been a very varied programme.  To begin the term we had
an interesting film strip lecture, given by a local minister, on the
Obcerammergau Passion Play. For those who were unable to be present
at the meeting, we are hoping to show the strip again next term.  Those
who come to Open Night and saw the Christian Union’s small debut,
will realise how many outside activities occur in our programme. If
any camping holiday is required, there are several from which tochoose.
Mcetings in London sponsored by the I.5.C.I°., the S.U., and other
parent organisations are rccommended. The Lestival of Britain
Livangelical Campaign is to be held all through Scptember in the
Central Hall, Westminster, and anybody who would like to is invited
to join our party. o o

Our school C.U. is represented on the Wimbledon District division
of the Surrey Schools Christian Rally committee, which organiscs
joint-mectings cvery term in the various schools. lior next term,
arrangements for an inter-school squash arc still under way. Here,
next term, more enterprise is to be shown by the leaders in arranging
for outside speakers to visit us, and films to be_ shown in t}le mectings.
\We hope to encourage boys to visit the Iestival Campaign, and the
numerous other mectings which arc worthy of our attendance. The
idea of holding a festive dinner close to Christmas is still being discussed.

Many people who arc just scanning over this page may wonder why
we have this peculiar obsession for running a Christian Union.  The
answer is simple.  We krow whom we believein,  Many people think of
Chuistianity as a doctrine which some " cracked ™ people, who are very
likely in @ depressed condition, like to believe so that they can be
consoled by the illusion of a future life.  Nota bit of it. Do you think
that boys and girls in their teens are tired of life 7 On the contrary,
they have many years before them, and their whole desire is to be as
happy and as comfortable as possible, and to have the most enjoyable
and the most exciting life before they die. Many young people have
found this wonderful life, Jesus said ‘1 come to give you life, that
you may have it more abundantly.”  When you have asked the Lord
Jesus Christ into your heart, you will find that He gives you a new
jease of life. You will find that you know Him personally—there’s no
(uestion of doubt. His presence is absolutely unquestionable and there
is nothing that will make you doubt His presence. To be a Christian
is the most exciting, enjoyable, comforting and happy life thatanyone
could wish for.

' M. L.

THE DEBATING SOCIETY

President : I'he Headmaster.
Chaivman : J. I>. Hood Phillips.
Secvelary : A, ]. Hoplkins.

The last three debates have seen us at our best and not our worst.
At the end of the Spring Term we ranged ourselves against a tcam of
University Old Boys who chose to oppose the motion ‘‘ This Housc
regrets its American cousins.” The main speeches were lively even if
inclined to be overlong, but we were in no degree overshadowed by
the wit of the Old Boys. Nocl Godwin sang to us and R. A. Nuttall
gave us an amusingly garrulous description of a day in an American’s
life. Donald Thompson displayed an assortment of neck wear and Mr.
Rudgely made pointed comments on two varieties of ** Redmen.”

1t is felt better to say less about the next debate, the motion of
which was ** This House approved a scientific education.”  There were
three faults, namely a lack of speakers, a lack of organization and a
lack of agreement on the meaning of the motion. The motion was
defcated.
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Our report ends on a topical note ; a debate held but a few days
ago was on the motion '* This House considers that the recent achieve-
ments of the British Empire do not warrant a lestival of Britain.”
Few people attended this debate but those who did all spoke with a
lively gusto. It was proved that in a debate a vigorous few is preferable
to a sullen mass. J. P. Hood Dhillips moving the motion pointed out
that the recent achievement of the British Empire was its suicide. He
took and justified a jingoistic attitude. A. C, Manifold attacking,
disagreed on somewhat dubious grounds with the proposer’s argument
and having proved that the motion itsclf was not valid asked the Housc
not to vote for a bogus motion. It did not. Scveral good speeches
came from the floor, notably those of A. G. Simpson and 1. D. Barnett.

We are sorry to be losing two of our best speakers, J. D. Shepherd
and ]. P. Hood Phillips. Both have been “ pillars of the society,”
cspecially the latter, who had, throughout the greater part of the year,
been our indefatigable chairman.

A, J o H.

THE SIXTH FORM SOCIETY

Towards the end of last term, and after the publication of 7 ke Spur,
the society held two meetings—one was a play reading, and the other a
lecturc on Jazz. With the help of our usual visitors, we read ** Ring
round the Moon,” a comedy by Christopher I'ry; the standard of
reading was variable, and though there were several admirable character
studies, the reading was often unimaginative and dull.  The play itself,
however, made the evening a pleasant onc. The popularity of a lecture
on Jazz in the present socicty is assured, and though the audience was
not large its enthusiasm was apparent, and there is & gencral desire
for a return visit.

This term, examinations and the many other activities of the
Summer Term have had the usual effect on most School Societics ; the
Sixth Form Society has not yet held a meeting at home, though it has
attended a play reading outside the School.  There will, however, be
4 meeting later this term. :
. ].D.S.

CHESS CLUB

There has been only one meeting this term. At this, Mr. Butcher,
of the Wimbledon Chess Club, discussed various aspects of the game,
and provided the Junior members with an excellent introduction to
the game. It is hoped that in the Winter Term, Mr. Butcher will be
available for the coaching of members of the club, and especially the
School teams.

This term, the President of the Chess Club, Mr. Syers is leaving
the School.  The club wishes Lo express its gratitude for the assistance
he has given its members throughout the 1950-51 season. Nexi term
begins the fifth year ol the club’s life, during which time the presidents
have becn Mr, k. A. C. Balshaw, Mr. 13. W. Vincent, and Mr. K. Syers.
We await the appointment of a ncw president.

1. B. L.

THE CLASSICAL SOCIETY

President : Mr. Cholmondeley.
Vice-President : The Headmaster.
Secretary : A. J. Hopkins.

At the inecting held at the end of last term, M. Marcorelles gave us
an interesting talk, in excellent English on the ** French approach to
classics.” He commenced by giving us a general description of the
I'rench educational system and then told us how antiquated were a
Frenchman’s methods of teaching Latin. The classics in Irench
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schools are apparently only studied for examination purposes. No
interest in the writer or the character of his work is stimulated so that
one presumes a l'rench boy may be able to translaté books of Latin
but hardly know when the author lived. The fact that French students
study philosophy, must, however, introduce them to the living ancient
world to a certain extent. Another point which M. Marcorelles made
was on the influcnce of Latin on the French language itself and, in-
directly through the Norman invasion, on the LEnglish language.  From
his conclusion one gathered that M. Marcorelles much preferred the
English method of teaching classics to the French considering that
Latin and Greek must be much more pleasant for an English than a
French schoolboy ! The President of the Socicty felt that many faults
which M. Marcorelle pointed out as being present in Irench schools
werc not altogether absent from certain Iinglish ones !
A J H.

THE 19th WIMBLEDON SGOUT TROOP

This has been a term of such activity that it seems that perhaps
thiere has been too much interruption with our normal training. But
at Jeast the ambitious programme of cvents with which the local
Association has tried to catch the public cye has made us conscious of
some of the weaknesses of our troop to which we must now turn our
attention.

The troop has been represented in some degree in most of the
Association events. At the end of the Spring term, some of our members
entered exhibits at the Handicrafts and Hobbics exhibition held in
Trinity Hall, and many of them entered them again later in the term at
the exhibition in Marlborough Hall, in connection with the Wimbledon
Youth Week. Younger members of the troop were heard to good
ctfect in the choir at the Association concert, ** With a Heart so Light,”
at Wimbledon Town Hall, on 23rd May, but it was from the Seniors
that came the large majority of the team representing the Association
at the Wimbledon Youth Council Sports—a team which retained the
Trophy for the fourth successive time.  This event took place on the
same day as the Association Camping competition, but it was the
proximity of examinations, rather than the crowded calendar which
must be blamed for our absence from the lists, At the demonstration
of equipment held by the Association on Wimbledon Common on 16ih
and 17th June, the troop put on a lively show of trek cart drill and, we
hope, left spectators convinced that we not only possess good equipment
but know how to use it.  To the G.S5.M. gocs the eredit for the smooth
organization of the camp, but a mistake in timing prevented the S.M.
from playing the role of a real live ** casualty ™" in the first-aid tent.

An account of the annual {éte will be found elsewhere, but it must
be recorded that the troop was privileged to be present when helpers
at the féte were entertained by a film record of Mr. Marshall’s journcy
[rom South Africa to this country.

On Tuesday 26th Junce, a party from the troop with two or three
‘guests ' from the School visited  the International Telephone 1ix-
change in the city where, in addition to a comprehensive tour of two
buildings, we were privileged to cavesdrop on operators connecting
calls for Karachi, Michigan and other places the world over.  This was
the third of a serics of visits for the organization of which we have to
thank the parents of boys in the troop.

As these notes go to press, we still have a few crowded weeks to go,
in which the troop must take part in the Association Swimming Sports,
Athletic Sports and the Association I'éte, and also prepare for summer
camp on the border of Devon and Cornwall. With all this activity,
there has been little use made of the cabin at West Hoathly, and too
little progress along the highway from Tenderfoot to King's Scout.
But perhaps with the end of this period of exhibition, in which we hope
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the public has been enabled to see more closely what Scouts are trying
to do, and with the return of our three visitois to the Jamboree in Austria
and the Seniors {from France and Switzerland, we can return with
renewed vigour to the most important task of all, the needs of the
individual Scout.

A.T.C.

Parades have continued regularly on Friday evenings throughout
the last two terms, and the general standard of keeness and cfficiency
has been maintained. This was particularly evident at the No. 61
Group Rally at R.A.F. Kenley in May, when the squadron took part
in the march past before the A.O.C. Several comments were received
concerning the high standard of the Cadet’s drill and general conduct
on the acrodrome. All the cadets were fortunate in being given Hights
before the parade took place. Later this term the squadron also took
part in the Surrey Wing .Sports at Waltham-on-Thames, where several
second and third places were obtained. Cadet Phillips, M. A. was
subsequently chosen to run in 61 Group Sports for the Smirey Wing,
However, the highest honour won for the Squadron this year was b_v
Set. Allen who was selected, after competitive interview, to go for an
Overseas Flight with the R.A.T. to the Canal Zone in Egypt. In a
report of the trip he says: ‘1 left ngland on Monday 30th April,
from R.A.F. Binbrook near Grimsby. The first stop was Malta after
seven hours flying, where we visited Valetta and toured the Grand
harbour. The next day we flew on to Shallufa our destination. R.A.T
Shallufa is eight miles North of Suez near the banks of the Canal
in the middle of the desert, where the temperature went up to 105° F.

*“While there we did a lot of flving in Lincoln bombers, Beau-
fighters, and for three-quarters of an hour I was allowed to take over a
dual control Harvard—the most enjovable part of the whole trip.
We also visited nearby towns of Suez, Tayid and lsmailia, where
many bargains are to be purchased in the bazaars.

““In all we had five weeks out there, and on 14th june we returned
via F! Adem (Libya), Malta, Nice to England, after a .most enjoyable
and very instructive month with the RAT.” J.D.F.

NATIONAL SAVINGS GROUP

This term, form savings have increased by more than 50 per cent,
the weekly total averaging £6, as compared with {4 last term. The
final total will be about £90, as opposed to £50 last term. 1t is to be
hoped that this is not duc only to the present inflationarv tendency.
Nevertheless there is still room for an even greater improvement.
Although some forms have probably reached their taxable limit,
averaging over a shilling a week per boy, others contribute practically
negligible sums. This is especially noticable in the upper school,
where boys presumably find other, less worth-while, investments for
their pocket money.

The active form representatives all do their job efficiently. 1
would especially like to mention those of 1A, 2A, 35, 3. and 4A ; it is
these who obtain the best results from their labour.  There is between
them a strong, friendly, competitive spirit to take the top place for
form totals. 1A manages to keep just ahead.

The amount brought by individual boys varies from 6d. to 10s.
There is no need for those of us who can only afford 6d. to feel despon-
dent, when we sce apparently richer contributors save 10s,  There is
always the possibility, that what is saved on Monday is drawn out on
Tuesday, in readiness to be saved again the following Monday, Tor
those who don’t save at all, it is as well to remember that savings form
a very important part of the National, as well as our own personal,

economy.
A.G H.
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