
History Super Curricular Activities 

KS3 

                                                             Read                                                  Watch/Listen 

 
 Warrior Scarlet - Rosemary Sutcliff (a fictional tale of Bronze Age life). 
 Stormin’ Normans - Terry Dreary (part of the Horrible Histories Series). 
 Slimy Stuarts - Terry Dreary (part of the Horrible Histories Series). 
 War Horse - Michael Morpurgo. 
 The Time Traveller’s guide to Medieval England - Ian Mortimer. 
 A Brief History of Life in the Middle Ages - Martyn Whittock. 
 Black and British: A Short, Essential History - David Olusoga. 
 Freedom – Catherine Johnson (fiction based on real experiences of 

slavery). 
 A Little History of the World by E.H. Gombrich. 
 The Diary of a Young Girl - Anne Frank (a Jewish girl’s experience of WWII). 

 

 ‘The King in the Car Park’ documentary - about the discovery of the 
body of Richard III. 

 BBC Teach series on the Norman Conquest. 
 ‘Digging for Britain’ (BBC iPlayer) – archaeology programme. 
 Horrible Histories (BBC iPlayer) - funny, accurate introductions to a 

range of topics. 
 Secrets of the Castle – (Youtube). 
 The Story of Britain (BBC iPlayer) – covers British history from the 

Romans to WWII. 
 The ‘Industrial Revolution’ episodes from CrashCourse (YouTube). 
 ‘To Kill a King’ (2003 film) - about the trial of Charles I). 
 ‘War Horse’ (2011 film) – about WWI. 
 ‘Dunkirk’ (2017 film) – about WWII. 
 ‘Darkest Hour’ (2017 film) – about Churchill’s leadership in WWII. 
 ‘Forrest Gump’ (1994 film) - about 20th century US history. For older 

KS 3 students. 
 ‘Selma’ (2015 film) - about the US civil rights movement. For older 

KS 3 students. 
                                                               Visit                                                          Create/Explore 

 Visit Hampton Court Palace, palace of Henry VIII. 
 Visit the Tower of London, built by William the Conqueror. 
 Visit the British Museum. 
 Visit the Imperial War Museum to find out more about 20th century war. 
 Visit a local castle: Guildford Castle or Hever Castle. 
 Visit the online collections at the British Museum here.  
 Visit the online collections at National Archives here.  
 

 Choose any 100-year period and create a "shoebox time capsule" of 
five items that represent the people, politics, and culture of that era. 
Write an explanation for each item. 

 Research a family member’s History. What historical events did they 
live through? What do they remember about them? 

 Build a historical model (Norman castle, WWII Anderson shelter, 
Victorian street). 

 Explore this Motte and Bailey virtual walkthrough. 
 

 

Please update the Form on the School website to record the 
Super-curricular activity you have completed 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P8QDa1zuUd4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1sK4JX0co8I
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b014hl0d/episodes/player
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b00sp0l8/horrible-histories
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JSCQ3Qn1Q-M
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01z2nn3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zjK7PWmRRyg
https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/#find-a-research-guide
https://www.timeref.com/unity/mobile/motte/index.html


KS4 

 

                                                            Read     Watch/Listen 

 Sapiens - Yuval Noah Harari. 
 Empireland - Sathnam Sanghera. 
 A History of Modern Britain - Andrew Marr. 
 Animal Farm - George Orwell (fiction, but a valuable insight into the Soviet 

Union). 
 Maus - Art Spiegelman (a graphic novel about the Holocaust). 
 Persepolis - Marjane Satrapi (graphic novel about the Iranian Revolution – 

for Cold War global context). 
 “The Diary of a Young Girl” - Anne Frank. 
 "Horrible Histories: The Villainous Victorians" – Light but informative 

reading on 19th-century crime 
 

 ‘The Rest is History’ podcast – entertaining podcast on a vast range 
of historical topics. 

 ‘Wolf Hall’ (ace series about Henry VIII available on BBC iPlayer). 
 David Starkey's Monarchy – Episodes on the Tudors (available on 

Youtube). 
 Lucy Worsley: Six Wives of Henry VIII (available on BBC iPlayer). 
 Horrible Histories: Crime & Punishment episodes (BBC iPlayer). 
 A Man for All Seasons’ (Netflix) – about the life of Thomas More, 

Chief Minister to Henry VIII. 
 BBC Timewatch: Crime and Punishment (BBC iPlayer). 
 ‘Goodbye Lenin’ (2003 film – 15 classification) – a light-hearted 

insight into East Germany in the Cold War. 
 ‘The Lives of Others’ (2006 film – 15 classification) – a dark insight 

into East Germany in the Cold War. 
 ‘JoJo Rabbit’ (2019 film) – a German boy’s experience of Nazi 

Germany. 
 Downfall (2004 film – 15 classification) – about the final days of 

Adolf Hitler. 
 Rise of the Nazis (BBC iPlayer) – dramatization/documentary. 
 Hitler’s Rise: The Colour Films (available on Youtube) – documentary. 

 
                                                                 Visit                                                     Create/Explore 

 
• Visit the Churchill permanent exhibition at the IWM Churchill War Rooms. 
• Visit the ‘Royals at War’ exhibition at the Imperial War Museum. 
• Visit the Holocaust Galleries at the Imperial War Museum, London. 
• Visit Bletchley Park – home of WWII codebreaking. 
• Visit Hampton Court Palace, palace of Henry VIII. 
• Visit The Clink Prison Museum, London – Medieval prison experience. 

 

 Design a propaganda poster for the Allies in WWII or the Cold War. 
 Write a newspaper front page reporting a major event (e.g. the 

Cuban Missile Crisis). 
 Interview a relative about your family's WWII or Cold War 

experiences. 
 Build a timeline showing changes in crime and punishment across 

the centuries. 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/m002473m/wolf-hall
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLASM9HIsNrEApBSYEBCeFjVGpzN_PpbE2
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b0853mvq/six-wives-with-lucy-worsley-episode-1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ScmhHYadrDA
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/m00084td/rise-of-the-nazis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Om9aQGUMcTA

