
 

Photography 
Statement of Intent 

Photography will enable students at Raynes Park High School to build confidence and skills through a creative 

process of practice, experimentation and refinement so that they master a range of digital photography and 

traditional darkroom techniques.  Students will develop a sense awe and wonder through learning about 

historical and contemporary developments and different styles and cultural art forms so that they can 

engage with visual art language and put their own and others’ artwork into context.  Students will become 

equipped with the knowledge and skills to respond and contribute to the cultural, social, political and 

emotional wellbeing of our society by creating photographic artwork that conveys depth and meaning.  

Key Stage 4 Curriculum 

AQA GCSE Photography is a vibrant and dynamic course, equipping students with the skills and techniques 

to continue the subject with confidence at Sixth-Form.  Students must complete both Component 1 

(portfolio) and Component 2 (externally set assignment).  The portfolio is 60% of GCSE and must include a 

sustained project evidencing the journey from an initial idea and/or theme to the realisation of intentions in 

the form of a final outcome.  The externally set assignment is 40% of GCSE.  Following receipt of the paper 

students must select and respond to one starting point of their chosen title.  Students must undertake 10 

hours of unaided focus, under supervision to create a final outcome.   The course will be delivered over a 

two-year period and students will receive three one-hour lessons each week.  Homework will be set every 

week with an expected completion time of one hour.   

Key Stage 5 Curriculum 

AQA A Level Photography directly supports student progression to further and higher education.  Students 
have the option to go on to study Photography, Film and Animation, or combined degrees such as Historical 
and Cultural Studies or Media and Computer Imagery.  Students must complete both Component 1 (personal 
investigation) and Component 2 (externally set assignment).  The personal investigation is 60% of A level.  
This is a practical investigation into an idea or theme identified independently by the student and must be 
supported by written material between 1,000 and 3,000 words.  Students will be given structured tasks, 
weekly tutorials and differentiated resources to support student progression.  The externally set assignment 
is 40% of A level.  Following receipt of the paper students must select and respond to one starting point of 
their chosen title.  Students must undertake 15 hours of unaided focus, under supervision to create a final 
outcome.   The course will be delivered over a two-year period and students will receive five one-hour 
lessons each week.  Homework will take the form of individual S.M.A.R.T targets based on teacher feedback 
and 1:1 tutorials.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwi_z6iaxNfkAhXHAGMBHb2lDFwQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://jobs.theguardian.com/employer/4343778/raynes-park-high-school/&psig=AOvVaw21A-E51t0ZAOouQMDlkCyk&ust=1568798562561125


 

Photography 

Extended Learning 

What we offer to extend the learning of our students 

 KS5 Writing for the Art World – Through practice exercises and workshop critiques students have the 
opportunity to develop and refine their skills in formal art analysis writing, expressing their ideas 
about art with clarity and style.   

What parents can do to support extended learning in this subject 

 Visit art museums, exhibitions and local art festivals.  Encourage your child to respect the work of 
others, particularly when the content or meaning behind a piece of work is not at first obvious.  
Promote an investigative and enquiring mind, asking questions about the picture’s composition or 
the artist’s choice of colours and the effect this has on the overall mood of the artwork.   

 A number of art galleries across London run weekly clubs and/or workshops.  For example, The 
National Portrait Gallery offers regular drawing classes, workshops and forums. These opportunities 
are hugely valuable, helping your child access a deeper understanding and appreciation of different 
art practices.  Opportunities will also enable your child to meet like-minded people and make social 
connections.   
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Photography 

KS4 Curriculum Map 

AQA GCSE Photography   

 
Half term 1 Half term 2 Half term 3 Half term 4 Half term 5 Half term 6 
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Foundation studies 
 
 Students study the 

effects of changing 
camera aperture, 
position and point of 
focus to control depth 
of field 

 Develop technical 
vocabulary 

 Present work in 
appropriate format 

Foundation studies 
 
 Students study the 

effects of changing 
camera shutter speed 
and motion to record 
movement 

 Contextual research 
pages  

Responding to a theme 
 
 Illustrated mind-map 
 Title page 
 Students develop 

knowledge and 
understanding of skills 
and approaches learnt 
in introductory phase. 

Developing work in 
response to a theme 
 
 Visual concepts, 

including abstraction, 
realism, distortion, 
surrealism, distortion 

 Explore ideas through 
manual manipulation 
techniques   

Year 10 Pre-public exam 
 
 Students experiment 

with darkroom 
processes or digital 
manipulation software 
to refine, alter and 
experiment with their 
images 

 Final design ideas 
 Final outcome(s) 

Introduction to Year 11 
 
 Refining work from 

Year or Pre-Public 
Exam  

 Selecting and 
investigating one 
starting point  

 Contextual research 
pages  
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Independent learning 
 
 Recording from 

observation using a 
range of photographic 
media techniques, 
processes 

 Manipulation 
techniques  

 

Developing project theme 
  
 Contextual research 

pages  
 Media experiments  
 Final design ideas 
 Annotation  
 Year 11 pre-public 

exam 

GCSE exam paper 
 
 Illustrated mind-map 
 Title page 
 Recording from 

observation using a 
range of photographic 
media techniques, 

GCSE exam paper 
 
 Contextual research 

pages 
 Media experiments  
 Practice technique 
 Final design ideas 
 Final design  
 Annotation  

GCSE practical exam 
 
 Exam outcome 
 Exam evaluation 
 Year 11 coursework 

deadline   
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Photography 
KS5 Curriculum Map 

AQA A Level Photography  

 
Half term 1 Half term 2 Half term 3 Half term 4 Half term 5 Half term 6 
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Course introduction 
 
 Students introduced 

to course and 
requirements for A 
level  

 Basics of photography, 
including darkroom 
techniques, 
developing, printing 
and presentation  

 Students begin to 
compile a journal 
which includes 
technical and critical 
materials  

Developing understanding 
and skills 
 
 Viewpoints 
 Composition  
 Depth of Field  
 Aperture  
 Shutter speed and 

capturing movement  
 The importance of 

colour, tone, shape, 
texture, pattern and 
form 

 Photographic essay 
based on their 
observations 
 

Year 12 pre-public exam 
 
 Illustrated mind-map of 

ideas 
 Contextual research 

pages  
 Recording from 

observation using a 
range of photographic 
media techniques, 
processes 

 Manipulation 
techniques  

 

Year 12 pre-public exam 
 
 Manipulation techniques   
 Developing ideas for 

final piece 
 Final piece part 1 
 Final piece part 2 

Personal investigation 
 
 Research artists and 

present for personal 
theme  

 Project proposal  
 

Personal investigation 
 
 Personal study, 

including 
contextual 
research  
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Personal investigation 
 
 Observational drawing  
 Media experiments  

Personal investigation 
 
 Media experiments  
 Developing ideas for 

final piece 
 

Year 13 pre-public exam 
 
 Final piece part 1 
 Final piece part 2 

A level exam paper 
 
 Contextual research 

pages 
 Media experiments  
 Practice technique 
 Final design ideas 
 Final design  
 Annotation 

A level practical exam 
 
 Exam outcome 
 Exam evaluation 
 Year 13 coursework 

deadline   
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