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Editoriat

You might well ask what all these little creatures are doing on
the editorial page. “funny things to have in the Spur. “Ah
but, lhey are there because ihey are amusing. At some time or
other, !hey have giveu every one of usa good Iaugh. Every-
body likes “Teddy “Bears and the first one saw light of day one
hundred years ago, in February of 1902. “They all have their
individual expressions and their own characters and never fuil
to raise a smile. So what? “Well laughier is good for us.
g)hysiologists have now come up with the discovery that T.f we
laugh a lot we are less likely to suf ﬂzr from a whole range of
bodily ills not least some of those that affect the heart. You
don't need to take the advice of a psychofogist to realise that
laughier puls you in a good frame of mind. “Now, Iiﬁz should
be ﬁm and not taken too seriously. Xou are here to enjoy
yourse[ves while you can and since your allotted time on this
Earth is likely to be no more than a century, and that only
with luck, gei cmcking and have a good time now. Make up
your mind that you are going to enjoy Hourselves. “When
problems beset you, maybe at school, or wherever else, laugh.
Jl is not very easy to be fed up or worried if you have a smile
on your face J look at my j:euow passengers on the train fo
London and at people malking along the high street and won-
der mhy some of them look so glum. Miserable lot - mhy
don't ihey brighten up? On some of them a cheery “500(1
morninﬂ" is tolally wasted, much to my disappoiniment. Re-
member the old saying “give your facz a treat - smile”.
.Eaughier is said to be infzc!ious so your laughs may do other
peoplz a deal of good, perhaps !hzy will join in and become
joﬂy, happy souls just like you. Jf People are unpleasanf and
grumble at you, smile. J have alvoays ﬁmnd il very difﬁculi
to vent my anger on anybody who smiles nicely. So when
things are not going your way ﬂ)rgei the sulky, resenfﬁ;l or an-
gry response and try smiling -1 probably will work in your
favour. How very misquided are those who think that a grim
counfenance is essential o impress others. ’Ihzy seem lo gain
satisfaction from perfec!ing a miserable image and they lake
Iiﬁa far too sariously. ..Eaugh at them, you will enjoy liﬁz far
more than fhey do and you will probably last a lot longer than
Hwy will. Seize your opporfunilies, do those lhinﬂs you want
to do, have ﬁm and gel the most out of Iiﬂz.

Mike Gleed

(xSpur Editor)




Natalie Vinesr
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§ Spring

¢ Spring is time for many things,
3¢ Along the way its fun it brings.
3 Baby lambs, cows and pigs,
% The tiny bunnies learn to dig!
Trees once bare now fully bloomed,
Blossom trees are the prettiest, yet they're
doomed.
3¢ At Easter we get chocolate eggs,
3¢ And chocolate lollies and chocolate kegs.
% Buzzy bees start to appear,
They are annoying at this time of year.
* Scenic walks in the park,
You must be home before its dark.
s The month of April brings us showers,
3% Buds appear those of flowers.
3¢ Spring is the start of Hayfever stress,
Sore eyes, stuffy nose, you’ll look a mess!
o You start to put away winter clothes,
And bring out your summery pretty pink bows.
3¢ It’s nearly time for barbecues,
3¢ The cars on the motorway start to queue!
3¢ Sweet smells like honey and sticky sweets,
% Mum will ‘Spring-Clean’ till everything’s neat.
o) Hens lay eggs which hatch to chicks,
Chicks break through their eggs with a kick.
3¢ Kids start to play out on the streets,
s Whist parents try for a tan and take a seat.
3¢ Take a walk through the country and you'll
3 see,
3 Tiny animals, jumping with glee!
o) When summer comes and Spring is over,
3 It’s time to look for your four-leafed clover!
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" Summer

Ph

I really love this time of year,

¥ It’s full of happiness and cheer.

X The sun beats down with its rays,
Summer’s the time for fun-filled days.

X Waterfights and picnics in the park,

y. The day grows old before it's dark.

¥ Ice cream, lollies and barbecues,

¥ Summer’s an excuse to buy some brand new

X shoes.

X Strappy dresses and summer sports,

" Strawberries and cream on the tennis courts.
Kids splash about in the paddling pool,

¥, Ice-cold drinks will keep you cool.

¥ In summer, all animals come out to play,

¥ Summer is best in the school holidays.

X Family days out, at the seaside,
At funfairs, screaming on hair-raising rides.

X Fun and games with your friends,

Little kids like hiding in dens.

¥ Having holidays, away from home,

¥ No excuses for the grown-ups to moan!

X All the flowers, finally at full bloom,

X The sun’s at its hottest about noon.

¥ Getting frustrated with little buzzy bees,
Bug repellent will put your family at ease.
Too hot and stuffy to be stuck inside,

¥ Go out and let the sun be your guide.
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¥ No other season gets this much sun, X
X England loves summer, and its fun. X
"z By the end of summer, everyone’s tanned, E
And everyone’s shoes are filled with sand! X
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The Aqua-copter

I looked up at the sky above
I saw the crystal clear aqua-copter
Diving and splashing through the clouds
I heard the engine crashing on the rocks so
loud.
With its salt propellers spinning high
Causing ripples in the sky.
Feeling the top-speed air-conditioned breeze,
Landing on its coral skis
Like a whale breaching up through the waves,
It went to its heliport through the cave.
Keisha Baker-Benjamin &
Lorren Morris

-Great Bear 1992

Simon Patterson - Born 1967
Borm amd works tn Britaie
Lihograph on paper

[ S

We have a varied selection of modern art
displayed around the school. Well worth
looking at. Plenty of food for thought. An
example is the Great Bear 1992. What do
you make of it all? Whatever your views
surely you can'’t just ignore it? Go and visit
the Tate Modern. Some of it may infuriate
you as a load of rubbish but it does make
you think. Remember that what appeals to
one person may have no meaning for an-
other and it is always interesting to have
some inkling of what the artist had in mind.
Spend a while looking at our display.

The Great Bear 1992 Instead of stations on a London
underground map, Patterson has substituted the
names of philosophers, film stars, explorers, politi-
cians and other celebrities. This print is titled after
the constellation of Ursa Major (Great Bear) which is
a reflection of Patterson's interest in human attempts
to make and chart the universe. Maps and diagrams
are usually seen as relevant and factual sources of in-
formation but Patterson's playful map draws unex-
pected connections and associations. The work is a
humorous reminder that the links between things are
often random and depend on a particular viewpoint.

The Flower Bomb

The new Eurofighter in its flowery style.
Sitting in the cockpit is the stem in
charge.
With wings like petals.
The new rose cuts through the air.
Flying with such aggression,
Buzzing its wings like a bee.
Completely radar-free,
No one will smell this flower coming.
And if a missile is fired
Use your pollen and flares.
The fertile engines sway to and fro,
Floating passionately through the air,
Like falling leaves.
More than one hovers together
Amongst the foliage and trees.

Sophie Archer
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French pen pals at RP

Impressions from several RP students

I tried to talk to them in French (it was quite funny!). In
our French lesson [ worked with a French girl I had met
at lunchtime. I needed some help but the French girl
didn’t, her English was very good. I stood up and talked
about her in French and she talked about me in English.
She was much better than me though!

In our French lesson we divided into groups and dis-
cussed some likes and dislikes. Then we shared our
thoughts with the whole class. I thought that both the
days were quite successful and I hope I did all right. |
did find 1t quite hard trying to communicate, but it got
casier as the day went on!

I think that it was quite a good experience but I honestly
would have preferred to have done PE than show them
around because it was quite hard getting through to
them

I enjoved having the pen friends over and we should go
to France to see what their schools are like.

When the French students arrived my first thought was [
hope they speak really good English.” Luckily they did.

I telt that it was really good to have French visitors. It
was a stranpe but good experience meeting someone the
same apze as vou but from a different country and who
could not speak your language very well.

Durin the day we took them to lessons so that they
could expenience what an English school is like. It was
hard tryving to explain simple things like what the next
lesson was By the end of the day everyone was ex-
hausted and glad to go home.

My pen tnend Emmanuelle spoke much better English
than I spoke French. I was quite amazed.

We never had a French lesson with them, which was a
big shame as they could have given me a few tips!

It was fun to have the pen pals over but sometimes you
could tell that they were saying things about us, but we
didn’t know what they were saying. The French stu-
dents were different because, for instance, they shared
their food and their clothes were different from ours.

They told us many things about France. They were good
fun.

Encore une rencontre (mais pas du
Troisiéme Type ) , trés bien réussie d'ail-
leurs, entre nos deux colléges. Nos éléves
se sentaient bien dans leur peau comme
hotes et attendent déja pour renouveler
l'expérience - ce qui est évident quand on
lit les lettres "Cheres éleves" écrites a la
suite de la visite en mai 2001.....eton a
parlé beaucoup...pendant les cours de fran-
cais, quand les correspondants se sont
réunis, dans la cour....Le beau temps nous
a accompagneé partout ces deux jours.

Merci pour la visite et a la prochaine!

Another encounter ( not too Close and not
of the Third Kind ) , very successful never-
theless, between our two schools. Our pu-
pils took to being hosts and are already
looking forward to renewing the experi-
ence - this is evident on reading the
"Cheéres éleves" letters, written after the
visit in May 2001....and we spoke a lot...
during French lessons, when the pen-
friends met, in the playground...and we
were blessed with good weather on both
days.

Thank you for the visit and till we meet
again!

Fishing

Peter Georgiou



DaI k dimensions

After many weeks of hard work this year’s
school play certainly and quite literally went
with a ‘bang’ (or six!) Filled with strange lan-
guage and pyrotechnic surprises Dark Dimen-
sions involved its audience in the desperate
and bizarre struggle of Esme Burton and her
friends to save her mother from the clutches
of ‘Price Charmless’. Having found an ancient
book while in detention, Esme and friends ac-
cidentally open a portal between two worlds
allowing
Prince
Charmless
to enter into
the 21st cen- \ Sl - .
tury and be- Rt e, -
gin harvest- Y AR ae ' s
ing the F-} b5 o g g
imaginations Ars el
of those who *
dwell there.
In order to
survive he
must find a v A 7
wife by the next full moon and what’s more
her foot must fit the slipper!

The play reunites us with many old favour-
ites such as Goldilocks and Snowwhite, the
evil stepmothers and Jack (from Jack and the

beanstalk). However due to Prince Charmless’

evil rule these characters were portrayed with
rather an unusual twist and the nasty, Texan-
thug-style Goldilocks played by Natalie

Staden is certainly one character we won't for-
get in a hurry!

Indeed the cast portrayed a range of unusual
and slightly peculiar characters with flare and
gusto. Prince Charmless was frighteningly
unhinged as Jordan Tchillingarian’s chilling
and powerful performance dominated the
stage and placed the audience on the edge of
their seats. Backed by his superby ruthless
deputy Mordrid (Faisal Abdullah) and psy-
chotic generals (Charlotte Higgins and Helen
Smith) the audience could not help but realise
the terrifying and unpredictable power of the
dark side’.

Indeed Kirsty Vallance gave a strong and dy-
namic portrayal of the heroine, Esme Burton,
who not only had to take on the likes of the
excellently vicious school bully Griff (Donal
McAuley) and attempt to rescue her dear

friend Bryony, but who had to tackle the
darkest dimensions, as she attempted to save
her mother from the clutches of the evil Prince
Charmless himself.

However she was not alone and an excellent
supporting cast helped to speed along the ac-
tion and draw the loose ends to an exciting
conclusion. Magic and mayhem was provided
as the dynamic magician Frost (Fedden-Rin-
Orph-Se-Tav 5th) sought to use his magic
powers to help Esme in her quest. This led to
some exciting and dramatic spell duelling
complete with loud and colourful sound ef-
fects, which managed to have the audience
leaping out of their seats (quite literally!)

As the police interviewed Esme and friends
as to their mysterious conducts and as PI
Rick Spacey and sidekicks honed in on the
mysterious disappearances at the school all
looked like it was going to be rectified in

.Fairytale land. Unfortunately as Rick Spacey

fills us in with the rest of his story we realise
that he is also filling in someone else: none
other than Prince Charmless.

As the pupils are released from questioning
by the police, in a state of triumph and near
exhaustion, they pile into the police van ...
only to find Mordrid at the wheel!!!

N.Jones

Riddles - you'l groan
1. What driver doesn't have a licence?
2. What has a neck, but no head?

3. What kind of can never needs a can
opener?

4. What did the mayonnaise say to the mus-
tard?

5. Why did the clock get sick?
6. Why did you get rid of your watchdog?
7. What did one wall say to the other?

8. What do people make that nobody can ever
see?

If you look through the pages of the magazine
you will find the answers somewhere.



BlOOd-Stamed battlefieds

The landscape is now so peaceful with beauti-
ful rolling hills, it’s hard to imagine it as a
muddy wasteland littered with mutilated
corpses and strewn with the litter of war.

soldiers who died in Ypres!
On remembrance day we need to remem-
ber that all who fought in the war did so for

: - e - = their reasons and beliefs and we should re-
' : - T member all of those who died, Germans as
Ramparts Cemetery, on the banks of a moat at the well.
southern gateway of Ypres, contains the graves of one Laurie Underwood

hundred and ninety two British soldiers.

The visit to the museums was a striking re-
minder of the horrors that had occurred there e
so many years ago. It was not like seeing ex- iy DEUTSCHER
hibits in the Imperial War museum, the pho- ‘ SOLDATFNFRI'tDHo
tos were of things that had happened right B 1914 -191g F
where we stood. It made the first World War "
seem like more than history. If you looked e LANGEMAR K
hard enough everywhere you could see the i
scars on the landscape, no trees older than
eighty years old, all the buildings had been
painstakingly restored by the people who lived
there. The war is everywhere in these towns
and farms they remember the war every day,
wherever they look.

The huge crater we saw was a horrific sight to
say the least, to imagine all the soldiers who
lost their lives in one massive explosion is not
a nice thought. It gives you just some idea of
the vast casualties suffered by all the coun-
tries that took part in the war. The cemeter-
ies we saw just reinforced the scale of deaths
and these were only a few of hundreds. The
soldiers that were mutilated beyond recogni-
tion by explosions and have only unmarked
graves, those blown to pieces and their bodies
never found.

The Menin gate was a very dramatic monu-
ment with more names than I would like to
count and that was just for the British

Vicky Patching
reads at our
Remembrance
Day Service




Last May during half term a group of
forty-two staff and pupils headed for
Ypres and the battlefields of WWI. The
three day trip was made up of a relaxing
couple of cross channel ferry crossings, a
full day being guided around some of the
most famous WWI heritage sites and a
trip to the city of Bruges. Our hotel in
Tournai was excellent.

The highlight of the trip was the visit to
the trenches, museums and memorials of
the Ypres salient. The “In Flanders Field”
museum, Sanctuary wood with its pre-
served trenches and tunnels, and the
large cemeteries with their rows of head-
stones all grabbed the attention. The
most atmospheric moment came when we
were led up to a chapel in the rafters of a
soldiers’ rest house’ just behind the lines.
We sat on the wooden benches worn

The largest British war cemetery in the
world is at Tyne Cot, on the ridge overlook-
ing Ypres. There are 11,871 graves.

smooth by the hundreds of soldiers, who
had been there all those years before,
many of whom never returned home.
Then Sam Francis of Year 10 played on
an old, worn harmonium that had been
heard by the soldiers in that very chapel.
It was a small, human memorial in a re-
gion where memorials are commonplace,
but it was most impressive.
In Bruges we enjoyed a canal trip, shop-
ping, eating and sightseeing. After a re-
laxing evening we set off for home.
It was a most worthwhile trip and the
whole party made a real effort to take in
the atmosphere of a unique part of our
history. We hope to repeat the trip with a
new group of students next year.
D.Bracken

The German cemeteries have a very different,
darker atmosphere from the Allied ones.
Smaller, with few individual monuments, and
often in the shadow of tall trees, they are som-
bre places.

To his Love

He's gone, and all our plans

Are useless indeed.

We'll walk no more on Cotswold

Where the sheep feed

Quietly and take no heed.

His body that was so quick

Is not as you

Knew it, on Severn river

Under the blue

Driving our small boat through.

You would not know him now...

But still he died

Nobly, so cover him over

With violets of pride

Purple from Severn side.

Cover him, cover him soon!

And with thick-set

Masses of memoried flowers-

Hide that red wet

Thing I must somehow forget.
Ivor Gurney (1890-1937)

After being wounded and gassed, Gurney
was discharged, but he never recovered
from his war experience - indeed, after the
war, Gurney was tormented with the idea
that it was still going on and he spent the
last fifteen years of his life in a mental hos-
pital.



Creepvilie

Children call this house Creepville. It is down
a long drive at the edge of the town. One

night, a long time ago two children had moved
into the house two doors away from this sup-
posedly haunted house, with their mother and
older brother, Simon. Simon was 19 and was
often at home pigging out in front of the T.V or
out with his mates around town. All this had
changed, however, since we moved away, away
from our friends, away from our school, away
from dad. Mum and Dad were always arguing,
shouting and screaming at one another and
one day Dad exploded — he couldn’t handle it
any more and just left. We left too, away from
all those awful memories.

It was the first day of the summer holidays
and Kirsty was so excited, she was always like
this at the beginning of a holiday. “Yes a whole
six weeks offl” she screamed with joy. “Enjoy it
while it lasts you do have to go back” Jason,
Kirsty’s older brother said to her. “ So what
are you up to today?” Simon asked curiously.
“Oh, we're just going to have a look around,
you know and explore.” Kirsty and Jason re-
plied.

Jason and Kirsty got out of their seats and
made for the door. The sun was shining down
onto their new home, a typical summers day,
or it seemed. As they walked past the house,
everyone calls Creepsville House, they felt a
shiver, as if someone was watching them with
burning eyes. They both turned round and
looked at the house. There seemed to be a
force pushing them towards the house and be-
fore they knew it they had walked through the
wild, uncut grass, past the gravestone and
were standing at the door bell which gave off a
creepy ring.

The door slowly opened with a creak which
made Kirsty jump. It frightened her inside, Ja-
son followed curiously.

“I wonder if anyone lives here, Jason do you
think someone lives here?” She whispered.
“No, I hope not, it looks too dirty and why has
the house got so many broken windows and
smashed mirrors?” Jason replied.

Jason looked at his distorted face in the bro-
ken mirror a misty, blurred face looked back
standing behind him. He snapped out of his
gaze and quickly trotted off after Kirsty who
was now in the downstairs bathroom. The
room was covered in silky cobwebs. There

8its next victim......

were no windows. A burning candle flickered.
Jason and Kirsty looked at each other and
then back to the flame. Suddenly there was a
grumble from upstairs, as if someone was in
pain.

“ What is that noise, it sounds like someone’s
hurt” Kirsty said worriedly. “Let’s go and see”
Jason replied fearlessly. They climbed the
dirty, dusty stairs slowly. The whimper grew
louder and louder. Kirsty slowly pushed the
door with the creaky squeak and then terror
ran through her, she stared with shock there

' lying right before her
was a skeleton which
had a dagger
through the rib cage,
the corpse’s lifeless
hands were clinging
to the bed helplessly.
Kirsty tried to move
but she couldn’t. All
she could do was
b ol stand there. Sud-

ol . . denly there was a
. - g .
m, piercing scream, Kir-
o sty automatically be-
came glued to the spot, she ran and turned
only to see her brother being dragged along by
a dark blurry shadow. She ran back to the
room grabbed the dagger from the dead per-
son and ran towards the shadow. As she got
nearer she saw the dark shadow was in fact
someone or something wearing a long, black
dusty robe. She quickly pierced the dagger
through this creatures body and it fell to the
ground it rolled over and took its last breath.
Kirsty looked into its eyes they glowed and
then he smirked and died. She took a closer
look he had fangs and his eyes were most
weird, the pupils were like slits, she helped
her brother up and made for the stairs but the
rooms all were gone. Her heart beat like a
drum, her eyes burned with the tears she held
back, the walls were closing in and the words
whispered: in this house you’ll stay forever
and ever, you will die and no-one will ever
know you were here, we can wipe everyone’s
memory forever, and then the words slowly
faded, and there they stayed forever, and no-
one, no-one at all heard their screams.
The house is still standing today awaiting for

Rachel Cooper 8NX



ACﬁOﬂ'EXpIESSion-Creation

(nrl on bus
Lana Humphrey

Peace and Quiet

Hurry to your lessons!




SCHOOL UNIFORIN

(A student’s thoughts on the school uniform review 2001 —02)

As most guite like the school uniform 1 think #t should stalf navy bie.
Most {peoﬂpfe would like the school Jum per to be hooded. Most ﬁpeoﬁp/e
decided that the boys should wear ties and that girls should not. Many
giestioned the idea of wearing leather shoes and wanted black trainers
to be considered. A lot were in favour of girls being allowed to wear
higher heels. Everybody decided that the school uniform should be similar
for boys and girls. Most people thought that the current school uniform
is comfortable and practical enough. Most wanted girls to wear sKirts
and wanted the skirts to be straight and not op!em‘ed. The ma jor ity said
we should be allowed to wear some jewellery — chains, studs and small
rings. Socks should be dark if dark trousers are worn. Nobody warted
school ca.ps. Nearly ever%;bodg would like the teachers to wear school

BOYS' UNIFORIN

T don't thnk ths oy
Should havse to wear
tss.

Loty of qule sad thsy
would. quits ks to
waar tsd

Ths boyd wuniform Showld. bs
! ths 4ams 0% the 5LrLfg>’ UnL-
form. Ths- O’mmpcyr T2 na\/\j
Blus and. hoodsd, with plan
Blactk. troudsrd and plan blatk
Bh05B, wmayes Blatk transrd.




GIRLS" UNIFDRIU

T think we should have the

‘ Underneath
choice of Wearing jewellery, the jumpers
but not B1G hooped earings! we showld be

allowed to
1’d like to wear a white
weal a r’ta,vt;~ or blue T—shirt
bl hooded or three
'Mé e ‘ garter length
Jjumper and it white top
should be
made from a
/igh‘f-m/egh‘t
material.
1 like the sechool col-
OUrs we a_h'eadg
have and want to 1 'ﬁ’l“’lk that
keetp black and blue! -
wear black
trousers, not
This is how T would too baqqy
i but also not
like the school uniform Foe el
to be. 1 think we e gz
should be allowed to

choose Whether we
want to wear troU—
sers or skirts. 1 think

that the sKirts should I think we should. be wearing black
be just above the

| ! K ¥ shoes Which need not be leather. 1
| nee an Wﬂ'ﬂht I think that the shoes maXimum heel—

I also think that if 3”—!5 heiﬁkr should be around twe inches.
| want to wear ianjer

l sKirts they should be
4 allowed to.

Hag/eg Pannister 10GZ
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Last year's leavers

Nathaniel

The move from high school to college is very chal-
lenging. At Richmond upon Thames College the
first term has gone very smoothly but the work and
the course is very intense.

You have plenty of free time in college to study and
there is an excellent range of facilities

Ben

College is good, course is good and I've made loads
of new mates. | miss the old days of RPHS and all
the good times. Life goes on.

Michael

Life in college is good but can be boring at times,
but you have to remember it can lead to a well-paid
job. There are some fine chicks in Richmond and
that makes college really enjoyable.

Ross

Going to a new place and starting afresh, meeting
new people and feeling more independent. Study-
ing something that you have always wanted to
study.

At college there’s a wide range of subjects. There’s
something for everyone.

College allows you much more independence.

Charlie

Meeting new people is really enjoyable.

Focusing on your best subject can be tough but re-
warding.

More independence can be good or bad. You choose
whether or not you work.

Faisal

I meet new people every day at college and my so-
cial life couldn’t be better. Studying however in-
volves many hours of concentration and effort.
It’s all a great experience.

William
Life at college is hard work but it’s also a lot of fun.

I do, however, miss the teachers and pupils at
Raynes Park.

Laura

College work is hard but [ am coping. I miss RPHS
a lot and would like to come back.

Louisa

RPHS was great and the move into college was
hard at first. The courses are harder but once you
get into it it’s really good fun. You get loads of free
periods which is great and meeting new people is
fun and now I'm really enjoying myself.

Neil

College life is different in many ways from school
as it is a lot more relaxed, but it’s a big change
from Raynes Park High School where I made many
friends. Overall I'm enjoying college and my car-
pentry course at NESCOT.

Jordan

College is great. I'm loving every moment. The
work’s not too hard but there is just so much of it.
I'm studying Politics, History, English Language
and Theatre studies. At the moment I'm trying to
become college president, DJ at our student par-
ties, act in the play.... Oh and work now and again!
I'm missing RPHS all the teachers and friends,
plays and PE lessons!

Alan

College is good, but a bit hard. All of you moaning
about school now, you'll realize how much you
miss it once you've left!!!

Joanne

I love Raynes Park and no other school will beat it!
Rebecca

It’s nice to meet new people, but I miss people from
RPHS. The work is really, really hard but I seem to
get there in the end! High School was easy!!! So en-
joy it while you still can.

-You learn something new every day:

‘An ostrich's eye is bigger than it's brain.

“A group of kangaroos is called a mob.

‘In the great fire of London in 1666 half of
‘London was burnt down but only 6 people
were injured
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Our first term

I am pleased because lessons consist of prac-

tical things as well as just writing,
Einar Charvy 8HX

My classmates are really nice and the teachers
we have had up to now have not been toobad.
Nicky Watson 8GZ

The friends in my class are really kind. At
Raynes Park, I like the way that they made
sure that you were put into a class with peo-
ple that you knew and that there is someone
from your old school in your class.

Oliver Cottle 8GZ

I think my first term was great.
Abdullah Muhammed 8NZ

One thing that got on my nerves was my Mum
and Dad going on about not getting enough
homework. I feel that we already do get
enough!

Dominick Leeson 8GZ

My favourite subject is P.E. but I want the
girls to be allowed to play Rugby.
Hollie Blenman 8HX

I was surprised at the size of the school.
I expected that because it’s such a big school
there would be some bullying but they handle
it very well.
All in all I like Raynes Park a lot and will be
happy to spend four years here.

Keisha Knight SMX

Cockney rhyming slang — not taught in school!:

“Ullo, mate. Come in awf (out) of de frog an'
toad (road) an' 'ave a cuppa Rosie (cup of
‘tea). It's on de Cain an'Abel (table). But wipe
yer plates o' meat (feet) 'cos de ol trouble
-an' strife (wife)'s just scrubbed de Rory
O'More (floor). She's up de apples an' pears
(upstairs) 'avin' a bo-peep (sleep). I'm still on :
de cob an coal, (dole). Get into that lion's
lair (chair) and let's chew the fat (have a
chat).'

e

Scramble

Jenny Rose

b

A musical year

I arrived at Raynes Park High School not
really knowing what to expect in my music
lessons. Miss Battong was very strict, but
made our lessons fun. Everyone worked on
playing "O when the saints
keyboard at whatever level they could. In
groups we made pieces of music out of our
voices and nothing else. We had to write
this piece of music down using our own
symbols.

I got the chance to perform in the Royal Al-
bert Hall with thirty nine other Year 8 pu-
pils. In September we began to put to-
gether the song we were going to sing. Re-
hearsals began in December and the con-
cert was in March. This was a fantastic
experience, as we joined ten schools from
other boroughs in southwest London, to
make and sing a twenty-minute song
called Voicetruth, which was about differ-
ent emotions. The emotions were hope, joy,
fear and anger.

I got to play my accordion on three occa-
sions: in the Christmas Concert, in the
RPHS Charitable Trust Concert in October,
and the House Music Competition in

* March. We also had a music week with

performances in assemblies and some
lucky pupils are going on a concert tour
with the Merton Music Foundation. I heard
that they would be playing on a floating
stage, in a fjord, at the top of a mountain
and in a boat! I hope that I can go next
time they tour!

Henry Newman 8MX
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Fr (Graeme Elmore

M+ academic record when I left Raynes Park
i the late spring of 1966 was moderate - to
sav the least — and if I hadn’t had the personal

support and encouragement of my housemas-
ter in Gibbs — Harold Pratt — then perhaps it
would have been even less. I've got lots to be
grateful for in Mr Pratt!

When 1 left and for the next two years, I had a
fuscinating job with The Daily Mirror Group in
the West End of London, where I worked as an
advertisement space salesman and copy

writer - initially on “Horse & Hound” magazine
and then on ‘Woman’s Realm.” It was great. |
trovelied up to Waterloo from Wimbledon

every day and at work had an expense ac-
count and took clients out for drinks and
lunch . and more drinks! However, earlier in
myv school career I had joined the school scout
troop (GSM Mr Peter Grange) the woodwork
master, whose claim to fame was that at the
end of each lesson in the craft room he would
1ssue the order: “Stand by your vices.” Some-
thing to which many of my colleagues have
been seeking to live-up to ever since! On one
scout camp in about 1962 we went to Ash-
burnham Place near Battle in Sussex and
whilst there I thought it might be quite a good
idea to become a Christian...the paid-up,
card-carrying kind rather than a merely nomi-
nal one that is. So all through my time at The
Daily Mirror | was considering whether or not
I had some sort of vocation and went off to
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join a monastic community — The Society of
the Sacred Mission — at Kelham in Notting-
hamshire. A year in the cloister convinced me
that although the monastic life was a great
and worthwhile calling — it was not my calling.
If God was “calling” me to anything then it
was as a regular, normal parish priest (is
there such a thing??). So in the summer of
1969 I trekked back to Wimbledon and had
two jobs during the next twelve months -
again in the world of advertising. Firstly with
the South London News Group, which in-
cluded The Wimbledon and Merton & Morden
local newspapers, and then back to the West
End to work for ‘Medical News Tribune.’

By 1970 I had convinced the Church of Eng-
land that I was just the sort of chap they were
looking for to become one of their clergy, so I
embarked on a four-year course taking me to
ordination. Initially I went to Durham for a
year’s foundation course in theology and then
on to a seminary in the beautiful cathedral
city of Salisbury. It’s great being a student for
four years! It’s even better being a student in
your twenties rather than as a late teenager.
There was a lot of work and studying and es-
says to be completed - to say nothing of ex-
ams that had to be sat. But there was also a
wonderful round of cocktail parties, dinner
parties and visits to the local crematorium to
see how it worked. There was also an all-girls
teacher-training college in The Close at Salis-
bury, so one was never short of good com-
pany - all of which, of course, provided excel-
lent training for a would-be vicar!

In 1974 I was ordained as a deacon by Arch-
bishop Michael Ramsey in Canterbury Cathe-
dral and became a curate in the parish of St
Oswald’s Norbury — near Streatham. A year
later I was ordained priest and stayed at St
Oswald’s for a further two years picking-up a
wife (Fiona) on the way. Then in 1977 [ was of-
fered my own parish. Well, two parishes actu-
ally. St Erme & St Allen two tiny rural par-
ishes to the north of Truro where I was also




chaplain to the Royal Cornwall Infirmary.
Whilst in Truro my son was born and I also
became a local civilian chaplain to the nearby
army training camp, which led me on to be-
coming a chaplain in the Territorial Army.
Great stuff. Lots of weekend soldiering — train-
ing camps in Germany - meet-
ing lots of interesting people
from many different walks of !
life, a nice (browny-olive col-

our) uniform and I got paid for
it...which on the salary of a
parish priest was most wel-
come. But we were allowed

this rustic idyll for only two
years, as the bishop moved me "]
further west to Newlyn, just
ten miles from Land’s End. At
St Peter’s Newlyn we had the
most enjoyable six years living
and working in the biggest
fishing community in the
south of England, and where
my second child, a daughter, .
was born. - R

From Newlyn I was asked to go Graeme in the King's Chapel Gibraltaar

to the post-industrial town of

Redruth as Team Rector, but alas it lasted
only eighteen months. I'm not sure whether
the people of Redruth failed to take me to
their hearts as much as I had an aversion to
that town — or whether it was the other way
round. The long and the short of it is that we
didn’t get on, and the only thing to do was to
leave before there were any more tears. Bishop
Peter Mumford of Truro was marvellously un-
derstanding and supportive and suggested -
wisely — that I might consider joining the regu-
lar army as a chaplain as | was enjoying the
TA so much. However, army (and RAF) chap-
lains wear both rank and uniform, and I was-
n’t convinced that it was a good idea - far
preferable is the tradition of the Royal Navy
where chaplains have no rank - and where, al-
though there is a chaplain’s uniform for every
conceivable occasion, they are rarely worn. RN
chaplains tend to wear the civilian equiva-
lent — although there are exceptions especially
when at sea and on exercise.

Twenty years after leaving RPCGS I hung up
my biretta and exchanged it for a sailor’s cap
(unworn!) and ran away to sea — and I've been

'_‘ Efo

there now for sixteen years. During that time
I've served in shore establishments in Ply-
mouth and Portsmouth and Deal in Kent and
had three years as the military chaplain in Gi-
braltar. I've been to sea with frigates and de-
stroyers; with HMS FEARLESS an amphibious
assault ship, and even a
short trip on HMS TRENCH-
ANT, a nuclear powered sub-
marine. I've been up the riv-
ers and into the jungles of
Borneo and Malaya - flown
over the Angel Falls in Vene-
. zuela, said mass on beaches,
in mud huts, up mountains;
on mess decks of ships, in

§i . the all-but deserted snow-
T bound church at Grytviken
g i1 South Georgia and in
" some wonderful cathedrals
. around the world. The Navy
' has taken me to well over a
hundred different countries
on every continent including
Antarctica, and I've met
princes, prime ministers and

presidents. I've also been to

some of the most desperately impoverished
places in the world like Djibouti where the
poverty and the violence over-spilling from
nearby Somalia and Ethiopia was impacting
deeply on the lives of a people already lacking
the most basic human needs. More recently
I've visited Sierra Leone twice in the past year,
a Commonwealth country ripped apart by
both foreign intrusions and internal strife — a
land at war where thousands of the popula-
tion have been maimed and slaughtered. Un-
doubtedly it was the intervention of the Brit-
ish that has brought any semblance of peace
to that land and reinstated the ousted demo-
cratically elected president.

I’'m now in my last job in the Royal Navy as
chaplain to the Royal Fleet Auxiliary which is
a group of twenty-two supply ships and tank-
ers that keep the RN’s ships re-supplied at
sea. My job now is taking me constantly
around the world to join any one of HM ships
wherever they may be — because they are de-
ployed literally all over the world. The task of
the RN today is a busy and as varied as it has
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ever been and the demands made upon the
ships and the men and women who crew them
is substantial - the task of the chaplains in
the Navy is to minister to our sailors who may
be away from home at sea for many months.
Indeed, as I write this in mid-November I have
just come back from a couple of months out in
the Arabian Gulf and off Oman...an interest-
ing place to have been posted to on 11t Sep-
tember.

Often the words of our school song ring in my
mind. “Time will make its utter changes, cir-
cumstance will scatter us, but the memories
of our schooldays are a living part of us. I
have always been grateful for the firm and en-
lightened education I had at Raynes Park. I
am grateful too that thirty-five years on, [ am
still in contact with half a dozen of my chums

Charlie Leman’s Christmas card

from those far away days. | have had - and
indeed continue to have — an exciting and
challenging life as a chaplain ministering
to the needs of the mainly young constitu-
ency of the Royal Navy. But I must leave it
in a couple of years time...so if you're look-
ing for a new vicar in 2004 - remember the
name! [ wish God’s blessing on Raynes
Park School “and all who sail in her!”
Graeme Elmore
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Winter’s coming around again

Winter’s coming around again
When it comes it’s so cold
All the sleet snow and rain
Wearing your jumpers worn and old

In the evenings it’s getting dark
The leaves are falling off the trees
Its going to flood as for Noah’s ark
Not the season for the bumble bees

The leaves are turning yellow and red
Put on hat and scarf
All the frosts go to your head
You'’re freezing come in for a bath

But I love winter it’s such fun
Snow doesn’t come every year
Soon it’s spring and there’s the sun
When winter’s here days are full of cheer

Hayley Sponder
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After more than forty years my memories of
the days spent at Raynes park had become
more than dimmed. Thanks to the School’s
kindness in allowing me to read through cop-
ies of the Spur covering my stay, memories
have come flooding back. The best days of
our lives such a worn and disre-
garded phrase, but oh so true. “Inky” Ea-
tough, “Kit” Carson, “Charlie” Hopper, “Dick”
Hampden, “Mev” Evans, Pete Davies, Roger
Cottee, George lles, Phil Tibbles, and so many
more, all good friends at the time
but for so long forgotten.

I so clearly remember my first day at Raynes
Park County Grammar School as it was in my
day; wondering if ever I would find my way
around, wondering what indignities would be
heaped upon me by those apparently full
grown men towering above most of us
the dreaded 5t and 6th formers! However it
was not too long before I began to feel at
home. My memories are of the teachers, su-
per humans clad in mortarboards and black
gowns, who over the years revealed them-
selves to be dedicated to our education and
well being. Every teacher was addressed as
“Sir” on all occasions, strange since one of
them was a woman! “It prevents the boys be-
coming confused” she was quoted as saying.
The most revered and respected was, of
course, our Headmaster, Henry Porter.
Amongst others I remember were Cecil Riley,
our Art master, a most gifted man, Mr Bellis
in charge of PE, “Larkie” King who taught
French and was much involved in school
sports, “Bert” Ayton who taught Science, Bill
Herdman, English and Drama, “Happy” Pratt,
History and Economics, Pete Smith, a chem-
ist, Paddy O’Driscoll, Geography.

Sport was my great love at school, a decent all
rounder, rather than a star, although the rec-
ords show that I won the junior long jump
back in 1955 and came second in the 440
yards in 1957.

My “claim to fame” - rave reviews as the Can-
nibal king in the Junior School play in ’56.
Yes, I do remember, but time has dimmed
those memories of times not always well
spent.

As [ write another memory comes to mind,
that of Georges Zaraha, a refugee from the
1956 Suez crisis. He flattened the biggest guy
in our class with a single punch, when pro-
voked beyond all endurance. Much respected
after that, I can assure you.

It was a different life in those days, but it was
our time and things always change a little
from generation to generation. There is one
constant, the need to respect each other’s cul-
tures and beliefs, not to be jealous of what
others achieve, but to be happy for them.
There are no winners without losers, and yes,
it is important to take part, not just to spec-
tate. If at the end we have done our best, no
one can ask for more. Enjoy your days at
Raynes Park and I hope that you too, in years
to come, will recall “the best days of your life”.
R.G. Huggins

ChﬂS Powell - a student interview

Who are the best players you've played
with?
Ian Wright and Paul Scholes.

Who was the best player you've played
against?
Gabriel Batistuta.

Why did you turn down Jamaica?
[ didn’t turn it down I just didn’t get in the
squad.

Is Sven Goran Eriksson a good manager?
Yes he is very good and good at tactics.
19
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House plays 2001

At the end of an excel-
lent evening’s enter-
. | } tainment, Gibbs house
- found themselves the
only gold award winner
as Halliwells, Miltons
and Newsoms were
each awarded silver.
This is the first time a
single house has been
awarded gold for several years and Gibbs de-
served to be proud of their achievement.

Gill Roberts, from Esher College, proved
to be an excellent adjudicator and she gave
generous praise to the performers and direc-
tors of each house. Individual awards were
given as follows :

Best actor :

Best actress :

Best supporting actor :
Best supporting actress :

Ricci Mcleod

Raissa Ibrahim
Anthony Green
Natalie Staden

ROMEO IN THE HOOD : GIBBS

Directed and written by James Carey, Andre
Cooke, Paul Harrison, Faye
Ketchell and Stephen Igbavboa

Gibbs, this year’s glorious win-
ners, presented a very entertain-
ing play within a play. Set in a
tough inner-city school, it
showed a group of students mak-
ing up a story between them
while they should be working. As
their imaginations begin to catch
fire, the story they are telling be-
tween them comes to life before our eyes.
Robin, a new boy to the school, outshines lo-
cal hero and leader Romeo and wins popular-
ity. Unknown to any of his new friends, and
these include the beautiful Juliet, Robin is
son of the Reverend and Mrs Jackson who
run a nearby church. When Romeo discovers
Robin’s secret life as a choirboy and tells eve-
ryone, Robin’s new friends turn against him.
Juliet, to whom he has lied , dumps him and
his sudden and total isolation leads him to
hang himself. His body is very dramatically
discovered on graduation day as the principal
and his assistant Mr Lewis unveil the school
honours board. At the end of the play we are
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reminded that it was all ,
in the imaginations of our i
creative truants as Mr {7 5
Lewis finds them and \,3
promises the longest ever \:
detention.

It is very hard to mention
all of Gibbs’ cast as a
grand total of 45 actors
performed in a highly involving and entertain-
ing play ! The cast was hugely committed and
well-directed by a highly conscientious and
hard-working set of directors. Ricci McLeod
and Raissa Ibrahim won the evening’s best ac-
tor and actress award and Anthony Green
gained best supporting actor. Paul Harrison
and Faye Ketchell stood out as the forces of
good and evil, a memorable mixture of hu-
mour and dramatic presence. There were
some particularly memorable moments - the
bumbling principal
played with his usual
comic invention by Pat-
rick Milnes; the fight be-
tween rival school babes
Juliet ( Raissa Ibrahim )
and Marion ( Suzanne
Catlin making a very
promising debut in
House plays ); the gos-
pel preacher and his for-
midable wife ( ably played by Budi Mabeleng
and Wendy Acheampong ); the impromptu
MC-ing contest between Romeo and Robin

( Anthony Green and Ricci Mcleod ); Mrs Bar-
tholomew’s obsession with her mobile phone

( Kate Willoughby ). Joanna Rose gave a
promising performance in her own part but
also understudied Juliet and ensured that im-
portant rehearsals went ahead at key mo-
ments. Although it is not possible to mention
every Gibbs actor by name, they should all be
praised for the enormous team effort which
secured the gold award. The directors oper-
ated very well as a team and each played a
key role but Andre Cooke deserves a special
mention not only for his Rastafarian Mr Lewis
but also for his role in co-ordinating the huge
Gibbs team - a responsibility which meant
enormous work but even greater satisfaction.
Last but definitely not least, Gemma Kava-
nagh deserves special mention.




LIGHT AND FLAKEY : MILTONS

Directed by Louise Gaskin, Donal McAuley,
Glen Armstrong and Byron Walker

Miltons presented the funniest of the even-
ing’s plays with many excellent moments and
great audience reponse. Samantha Harlow
and Steve Campisi are the less than talented
presenters of a
totally awful new
daytime TV chat
show directed by
a camper than
camp floor man-
ager. During the
course of a disas-
trous programme, two TV chefs end up in a
WWF-stvle wrestling fight, several rare pigmy
hamsters are used for juggling practice by
Samantha and Steve before being squashed,
we see Mariah Carey and Jennifer Lopez in a
vicious catfight and the studio chef runs
> . amok after running
7
Z

/r

l/ﬁ

—

Y| over the children’s

presenter.
2, Louise Gaskin and
7 Davin King linked
each scene together
skilfully whilst ably
playing the hopeless
hosts and were com-
plemented by Nick
¢ Moses in a memora-
ble, funny and seri-
ouslv OTT performance as the camp floor
manager. Warren Bovell and Robert Blegay
were hilarious as the catering students stand-
ing in for the missing TV chef and their very
realistic wrestling throws had the audience
wincing while laughing. Brenda Walugembe
and Pete Stringer made excellent debuts as
the poor pigmy hamster
handlers. Workshy, a
sauncal amalgamation g
of all the worst aspects ~
of boy bands, featured ==
some very funny posing
by Jack Roberts, Sam
Francis, Michael Cash-
more, Donal McAuley
and Byron Walker and the fashion police - Mi-
chael Warwick, Oscar Gustaffson and Thomas
Babington - raised their eyebrows in amusing
disapproval of the many fashion disasters fea-
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tured in the show. Lucio Giannicoli gave a
very funny cameo as a distinguished moun-
taineer storming off at the incompetence of
Samantha and Steve and Glen Armstrong and
Byron Walker were memorably amusing in
drag as Mariah Carey and Jennifer Lopez. Mil-
tons also featured several Year 8 debutants
who performed very promisingly including
Libby Alexander and Michaela Morris.

Miltons presented the first of the even-
ing’s plays and are to be congratulated for get-
ting the evening off to such an enjoyable start.

EGYPTIAN BOOK OF TALES : HALLIWELLS

Directed and written by Keisha Baker-
Benjamin, Siobhan Connolly, Ellen Ferriter and
Harry Smart

Halliwells presented a slick and well-
constructed play which took an intrigued
audience into an apparently innocent mu-
seum. This museum, however, was run by the
evil Doyle whose only intention was to turn
unsuspecting visitors into macabre exhibits !
Once collected by Doyle and his sly helper Jo-
sephine, there is absolutely no chance of es-
cape.

Three clear and confident narrators
(Siobhan Connolly, Leon Whittle and Ellen
Ferriter ) took it in
turns to set the
scene and comment
on the action, a de-
vice which linked
the scenes of the
play together in an
involving and easy-to-follow way. The play
presented a school trip and a group of pupils
who would forever regret getting their parents
to sign that consent form ! Annie, Katie,
Johnny and Bill made the mistake of touching
then opening the legendary Egyptian Book of
Tales. A dazzling flash, a whirlwind of move-
ment and our four heroes found themselves
trapped in the darkest and most mysterious
corridors of the museum.

Following a bizarre talking museum cat,
the lost pupils were confronted by zombies,
evil spirits and even Cleopatra and her slaves.
Finally they were led into the clutches of
Doyle himself and the final scene of the play
showed four new exhibits doomed to spent

the rest of their existence in the museum from
hell.

—



Doyle was memorably played
by Harry Smart in traditional
villain style complete with evil
sneer and mad, cackling laugh
and he was well supported by
Amiee Howard whose appar-
ent niceness hid a devilish
streak. Keisha Baker-
Benjamin amused the audi-
ence as the museum cat with
her repeated jingle of “Follow
me, you will see !” The zombies - Richard Se-
shie, Glenn Lilley and Annie Hearne were
suitably green, evil and frightening and Ben
Ransome, Glen Calligari, Daniel Herridge,
Zena Carty and Hayley Coyne were versatile
in doubling as evil spirits and slaves. Cher-
relin Lockwood had definite stage presence as
Cleopatra casting spells upon the unlucky pu-
pils.

The four lost pupils were, of course, the
central characters of the play and Vicky
Patching, Lauren Pearson, David King and Ike
Mba all ably played a range of emotions and
reactions very convincingly gaining favourable
comments and special mention from the adju-
dicator

Halliwells presented an enjoyable and
imaginative play and one
which teaches us all the
valuable lesson . . . be-

ware of school trips to

strange museums !!

CINDER’S FELLA :
NEWSOMS

Directed and written by
Natalie Staden, Natalie Nolan and Rebecca Fla-
herty

Newsoms provided the last of the evening’s
plays and followed one of the traditional
themes of the long-running competition by
adapting a fairytale, in this case Cinderella. In
Newsoms’ version, however, Cinderella found

that she exchanged one life

of drudgery with her evil
step-mother and ugly step-
sisters for a new life of
drudgery with a prince who

=~ quickly turned into a less
than charming slob of a

¢ husband - once he had

2

given her several demanding
children to look after | Newsoms
also featured the play within a
play convention : as a group of
girls read a book of children’s
stories, the audience sees the
story come to life though the
twist at the end comes as an
amusing surprise.

There were many memorable
performances and some very
funny moments in Newsoms’
production. Natalie Staden, as the scheming
evil stepmother, deservedly won best support-
ing actress overcoming illness to be on stage
but Rebecca Flaherty as an Ab-Fab fairy god-
mother, Rachel Smith as a hilariously frightful
ugly sister and Lisa Ball as Cinderella must
have also been strongly in the running. Lisa
Ball provided one of the night’s
most amusing and memorable
moments with her broomstick
air guitar miming to ‘Wild Thing
and she looked wonderful in
Cinderella’s wedding dress.
Newsoms cast gave a good team
performance with a large cast
and it is hard to pick out indi-
vidual performances but this re-
viewer will particularly remem-
ber Jake Humble as the vicar
knocking out Daniel Moore for ruining the
wedding by kissing ( or should that be snog-
ging ! ) the unsuspecting Cinderella before
Prince Charming knew what was happening
as well as the very funny ugly sister pairing of
Rachel Smith and Hayley Sponder ( complete
with hideous dayglo costumes ) and Rebecca
Flaherty’s very alternative fairy godmother.
Newsoms also performed the best dance with
Nicole Bastow deserving special mention for
her strong lead. Newsoms’ directors are to be
congratulated for an enjoyable and entertain-
ing final play in an excellent evening’s enter-
tainment.
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F rom the Headteacher

Schools Reorganisation A Return to a Two
Tier System for Merton in 2002

I reported a year ago on the secretary of state’s
approval of Merton’s plans to restructure its school
system so that RPHS would become one of six 11-
16 secondary schools in the borough. Governors
and staff are delighted to ‘recover’ year 7, though
this will mean a sudden expansion to a roll of 1110
(currently 820) in September 2002 as we absorb
two year groups (of 240 each) simultaneously. The
roll will eventually increase to a maximum of 1200
by 2005. Since the previous reorganisation in
1989, our year 11 students have gone on to post-
16 education in increasing numbers (now
averaging 90%) to undertake ever more challenging
academic and vocational packages. The most
popular destinations are Merton College, Esher
College, Kingston College, Nescot and Carshalton
College.

The secondary part of the reorganisation is
subject to an ambitious and complex private
finance initiative (pfi) aimed at releasing the
‘facilities management’ of the high schools to
the private sector for an initial period of 25
years. In July 2001 this process identified a
‘preferred bidder’ - a consortium called
‘NewSchools’ comprising the following compa-
nies - WS Atkins, Innisfree and Wates Con-
struction supported by West LB. RPHS will
remain an LEA school and the pfi group
would be responsible for the maintenance and
repair of the school buildings and grounds.

The Local Education Authority, the
‘NewSchools’ group and school governors and
staff have faced a daunting schedule of meet-
ings since September 2001 to agree design
proposals to present to the Environmental
Agency and to local planning authorities. In
addition, all the complex financial commit-
ments have to be sorted out to the satisfaction
of all parties. The final contract will then be
scrutinised by the National Audit Office to en-
sure that it represents value for money.

As I write (at the beginning of March 2002), I
think it would be fair to say that we are in the
final straight. Merton high school governing
bodies will be asked to signal a definite com-
mitment to the pfi deal later this month - a
momentous and very sensitive decision. Since
the general election, there has been much

comment in the media about the private fi- 23
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nance initiative. Its advantages over tradi-
tional (public sector) funding routes remain
uncertain for some and all of us have had to
work hard at grasping the detail and the po-
tential consequences of the project. Among
the advantages claimed for this educational
pfi are:

e a higher level of initial investment in the
project

e an undertaking to deal with the backlog of
repair and maintenance

* an ambitious, efficient and responsive ap-
proach to ongoing repair and maintenance
which would enable the management of
the school to focus on educational matters

Whatever the potential doubts or misgivings,
our aim will be to achieve the best possible
deal for the school. Construction work will not
begin before June 2002 and will almost cer-
tainly continue until July 2003. There will
therefore be special arrangements to ensure
that the full school curriculum can be deliv-
ered appropriately during the redevelopment
period.

The plans are available for inspection and in-
clude the following new facilities:
e alarger library (learning resource centre);
» expanded IT facilities;
e two music rooms;

three art studios;
* two drama studios;

a sports hall

There will also be new classrooms for Maths,
Business Studies, expanded resources for the
Learning Development Department, two new
science labs and improved admin and recep-
tion areas. We are delighted too to be the site
for the borough’s new secondary autistic base
which will operate in close collaboration with
the existing primary autistic facility at Bushey
Middle School. Modern languages and geogra-
phy will move to refurbished classrooms in
the Bushey First building.

These proposals represent an investment of
over £6million in the school over the next 18
months and provide us with an historic op-
portunity to create a radically improved envi-
ronment for teaching and learning




GCSE and Keystage 3 results

Keystage 3 results showed a big rise in 2001
while GCSE results for 2001 closely followed
the pattern of 2000, being more or less in line
with expectations for this year group. 30% of
our students gained 8 or more passes at ‘C’ or
above and over 10% passed 10 or more sub-
jects at these higher grades. This represents
very positive academic achievement but we
celebrate the examination successes
(including non-GCSE) of all our pupils what-
ever their ability. Recent hostile media com-
ments detract from and fail to understand the
enormous benefits and tangible progress
which comprehensive education has brought
for the overwhelming majority of pupils. Many
more are studying more subjects at higher
levels, and staying on in the sixth form, and
working harder than ever before. Their teach-
ers too are working harder than ever before.

The ‘headline’ results as they appeared in the
November league tables are:

GCSE

2001 2000
S A*-C 40% 41%
5 A*-G 92% 90%
1 A*-G 94% 95%
Keystage 3

2001 2000
English 61 35
Maths 64 55
Science 59 39

Specialist School Status  Technology College
In October 2001 we submitted our bid to the
Department for Education and Skills (DfES)
and a month ago we heard that we had not
been successful in that competition. We were
shortlisted but eventually turned down be-
cause of concerns about reorganisation and
expansion coinciding with the extra demands
of designation as a specialist school. These
were understandable concerns but I am
pleased to say that, following detailed negotia-
tions with the DfES, we were asked to re-
submit our bid for the March 2002 competi-
tion. We were able to meet the March 1st
deadline and should hear how we have fared
sometime in June.

I must emphasise that successful designa-

tion as a specialist school does not mean that
other ‘non-specialist’ subjects will lose out’. It
does not mean that the school’s identity or
overall purpose will change and we will not be
introducing any kind of selection. Success
would strengthen our drive to continue to
raise standards, attract significant extra re-
sources, which would benefit the whole school
community, and strengthen our position in
what is a very competitive educational
‘market’ in SW London. Our aim will always
be to strive for excellence in every area and to
enable our pupils to flourish in all curricular
and extra curricular activities. I hope that this
brief report on the past year reflects that aim.
Lottery Project Opening Ceremony
The artificial turf pitch has been a great suc-
cess in its first year of operation. I am sure
you will recall the very heavy rain of the last
academic year but we did not have to cancel a
single PE lesson! The second stage of the proj-
ect, four new changing rooms and reception
area, was finally completed in the summer
term and the opening ceremony was held on
20th September. The principal guests were
Chris Powell and Katy Roberts, both former
pupils and both current England internation-
als (in football and hockey respectively) and
the mayor and mayoress of Merton. We were
also delighted to welcome the new director of
education, Sue Evans, who was making a
memorable first visit to the school. We were
grateful too for the presence of Merton Music
Foundation’s Youth Jazz Band, which in-
cluded several former RPHS students. The
evening concluded with a spectacular firework
display provided by the site services team.
Drama Sport Groundwork Merton
The full details of our many house competi-
tions will be reported on elsewhere in the
SPUR. At this point, however, I would like to
thank the editor, Mike Gleed, for ensuring the
survival of the re-born school magazine and
for his success in encouraging contributions
from so many different parts (and genera-
tions!) of the wider school community.
Drama has a very strong tradition in the
school, inspiring the first house competition
(1936). In recent years drama has achieved
outstanding examination successes for our
pupils as well as maintaining its distinctive
extra curricular contributions. Drama offers
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our young writers and directors invaluable op-
portunities to develop the organisational,
creative and assertiveness skills which will
serve them well in the future.

The outstanding achievements this year in
sport concern football and athletics. The u/13
football team triumphed in the County Cup,
beating Ashford School 3-1 in the final. They
also reached the semi-final of two other larger
regional competitions and were unbeaten in
all competitions until May! In Athletics, we
were delighted to win the overall team trophy
in the borough competition again, after sev-
eral years of playing second fiddle to Tam-
worth. The Astroturf has seen a renewal of en-
thusiasm for hockey and tennis has contin-
ued its rapid growth.

In December 2001 we embarked on a joint
consultative planning process with Ground-
work Merton, a local environmental charity, to
look at long term issues for the school site.
The amazing large scale model, produced by
year 9 pupils, enabled the involvement of
hundreds of members of the wider school
community (parents, governors, local resi-
dents... and the mayor!) so that after presen-
tations, discussion and viewing, each group
could pin their colour-coded comments to the
model. These were then summarised in the fi-
nal report by Groundwork’s professional ar-
chitects and landscape designers.

If you would like to explore how you could
help us out in any small or large way via the
school fund or the RPHS charitable trust, or
in any other way, please contact me or the
bursar, Sue Thurlow, at the school. Please
contact the school office if you would like to
be put on the mailing list for the half termly
newsletter.

I am proud to be Headteacher of this school
and I value its traditions greatly. As we pre-
pare for a momentous period in the school’s
history, with expansion, reorganisation and
possible specialist school status, I look for-
ward to the future with optimism tempered by
a certain anxiety at the inevitable pressure all
these changes will bring for staff and students
alike. Next year’s report should make interest-
ing reading! Finally I offer my congratulations
to Halliwells on winning the Junior House
Shield. They were also overall House Chal-
lenge Cup winners, with Gibbs second, New-
soms third and Miltons fourth.

Ian Newman
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Jurassic Park 1v

Yearlls been waiting for twenty minutes.
Would the dinosaurs really be able to put
out a full team and gain their revenge? We
were doubtful but finally Messrs Kilby and
Newman appeared and we wondered how
many goals we would feast on. It had
taken us months to get them to agree to
play so although we were not exactly com-
placent we were certainly not lacking in...
er... absolute over-confidence. Let’s say we
were certain that we were going to give
them the run-around.

Initially our expectations were confirmed.
In the first minute the year 10 football
team manager (alias Mr ‘The Cat’ Kilby)
went down to save and did not appear to be
able to get up. Eventually play continued
and staff were finding it difficult to get out
of their own half. It took ten minutes for us
to score — a great shot from the edge of the
area by Ricci McLeod. We were shaken by
an equaliser within a minute, headed in
from a corner by Mr King, PE student.

The teachers were certainly holding out
better than we thought they could. Maybe
they were lacking speed but they had not
lost their positional sense...and they had
that wise old coach in goal shouting in-
structions all the time. Moreover Mr Patter-
son (PE teacher) and Mr Jones (Sports De-
velopment Officer) were proving very diffi-
cult to control. It’s difficult to admit but it
became an even match with chances at ei-
ther end. Fortunately we got the second,
Ricci again. Half time 2-1. Surely the Dino-
saurs would collapse in the second half.

We were leading 3-2, Terry Holmes having
just converted a penalty after Mr Newman
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Send him off! A crunching, sliding tackle -
the ball’s nowhere near!




had tripped Terry. Then came the turning
point. Byron dribbled in from the touch
line, past Mr Painter (School Admin Offi-
cer), past Mr Blythen and delivered a
swerving shot which hit the post, Mr Kilby
forced it off the line but only as far as Terry
Holmes, unmarked 2 yards out. His first
shot was blocked again by ‘le chat’ (well I
am in French set 3) but Terry now had an
open goal. Everyone waited for the inevita-
ble. Terry volleyed and the cat somehow be-
came a bird, flying to his right to catch, yes
catch the goal-bound effort. General aston-
ishment. How did he do it?

The staff then discovered another star.
Learning Support Assistant, Mr ‘Martial
Arts’ Romero who harried and chased eve-
rything, proving a very high level of fitness.
He scored the winner late on to make the
final score 6-5 to the Dinosaurs, despite
Ricci’s hat-trick. The crowd had gone si-
lent, in fact luckily most had gone home.
It’s too painful to record any further details
of our defeat. Men of the match - have to
be the staff goalie and Ricci McLeod.

Spur sports correspondents

The Tunner

Paul Drake inaugurates our series of inter-
views with former students and we hope to
make this a feature of future magazines.

Spur reporter: What’s the hardest thing about being a
runner?

Paul: The training is relentless. At the moment I run
over 20 miles a week but also have to fit in circuit
training, gym sessions and speed work on the track.
Friday is rest day.

Spur reporter: OK that sounds tough so what’s en-
joyable?

Paul: Winning is the most enjoyable part of running
but you can’t win all the time. Being part of a team
and scoring points towards your team’s success is
also very satisfying. I joined the Hercules Wimble-
don club when I was 13 and travelling round the UK
and abroad with them has been exciting and reward-
ing for me. I have been to France, Cuba and the
Czech Republic.

Spur reporter: What’s your biggest achievement to
date?
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Paul: 1 qualified for the English Schools Cross
Country Championships as one of the top six runners
in Surrey and have represented Surrey four times in
the Inter-Counties Championships.

Spur reporter: What’s your ambition as far as run-
ning is concerned?

Paul: To run for Great Britain. I'm training now in a
squad with a senior British Athletics Federation
coach.

Spur reporter: After leaving Raynes Park, what did
you decide to do?

Paul: 1 wanted to do something which would help
me towards a career in sport and which would allow
me to carry on training as much as possible. So I de-
cided to do a BTEC national diploma in sports sci-
ence, the equivalent of 3 A’levels if I get good
grades. I'm at NESCOT and it’s a great course.

Spur reporter: Good luck for the future and we hope
to see you in the GB team soon!

Our investigative reporters uncovered the following
Surther details of his career so far:

e First in the borough cross country on four occa-
sions

e Has represented Surrey since the age of 13

e Qualified for the British Milers’ Club by running
202" for the 800metres.

e Winner of three u/17 cross country races for
Hercules this season

e Winner of the Merton trials for the London mini-
marathon on three occasions (including 2002)

e Has represented Merton in the London mini-
marathon since the age of 11 (and was joined in
the 2001 race by three other RPHS students
{Robert Newman, Jason Lowenthal and Henry
Newman} who qualified with him in the trials
and helped Merton to its highest ever finish in
the competition with other London Boroughs,
ninth of thirty-two)

© While the word is yet unspoken, you are
: master of it; when once it is spoken, it is
‘ master of you. '
': Arab Proverb




Year 11 Debating

The year 11 competition came to a successful
conclusion, though with the usual nail-biting
moments when it appeared that speeches had
been left at home or that individual speakers
(or even whole teams!) would fail to material-
ise.

The Houses had to debate the merits of com-
pulsory voting in general elections and the le-
galisation of drugs. Is Britain dumbing
down? Do we live in a Big Brother state? All
these topics were handled with a good degree
of thoroughness and flair, as was the final
motion (an old favourite) - “Christmas is
Humbug”.

The number of those available for debating
differed widely from House to House. Only
one was in the fortunate position of having
cnouph debaters to form three separate
teams for the three debates; most were deci-
muted by the demands of drama and aca-
demic work and there was a great flurry of
last minute arrangements. On one occasion
two members of a team, let down at literally
the Lust minute by the non-appearance of the
thiurd member, scoured the corridors and
more or less manhandled a member of their
tutor group into the library to deliver a one
sentence speech. It was a wise move: it
pained them a point, and it is often the odd
point here and there that decides the winning
team  This year’s victors, Gibbs, only won
one debate but gained the prize because of
agerepate of points.

Congratulations to them and all praise to the
debaters in general who, as always, informed,
cducated and entertained Madam Chair and
the Adjudicator.

Result:

Gibbs 100 92 96 288
Halliwells 84 100 100 284
Miltons 76 100 100 276

Newsoms 100 48 66 214
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From a speaker

I took part in all three of the Newsoms de-
bates. The topics of the debates were Enter-
tainment today is not as good as it used to be
and Advertising is ruling our lives- the brand
name is more important than the product.
These motions we were proposing and the fi-
nal motion, It is time we reviewed our punish-
ment system, we opposed.

For me the best debate was the one about our
punishment system. [ felt that the British
punishment system worked well. There may
be faults in our system but in comparison
with other countries’ systems it is fair.

As far as advertising is concerned, we are
usually doing the advertisers’ jobs for them
with most mainstream products such as Ree-
bok, Nike and Adidas. Just look at the size of
their brand name pasted across our clothes.
It is a known fact that there is immense pres-
sure on people today to wear the clothes that
fit in with their peer groups.

In conclusion I thoroughly enjoyed the
debates and would recommend them to all
pupils in R.P.H.S. They are a great confidence
builder. I am already looking forward to next
year’s debates and hope to see many new-
comers in action.

Luke Oldfield 10NZ
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He who begms rnany thmgs ﬁmshes but few

“ Tell not all you know, believe not all your hear B

“ do not all you are able.

J*.

Italian proverbs
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Fnvironment Group

We are a group of approximately fifty students
from a wide range of tutor groups and years.
We all have a common interest — making the
environment of the school better and making
our school more environmentally friendly. We
are guided by Miss Whiting in our work on
various projects.

We have been involved in several different pro-
acwe JECtS, but our
wed main involve-
s ment is  with
_ i+ Bushey First
-y School, which
has an Environ-
*  .ment Area with a
pond and natu-
“‘ral flora and
- fauna. We have
been to the site
on many occa-
sions to name
the plants and find the diversity of natural
plants in the area, and to do water tests on
the pond. We have also completed safety stud-
ies on the area.

The most enjoyable aspect of this project by
far has been going over to the site to teach the
Yearl Bushey First students. We take them
out into the area in small groups and we (the
students of Raynes Park) get to teach the
small children about the importance of the en-
vironment and how many different types of liv-
ing things there are around us. We found
many different species of natural wildlife in
the area including frogs, newts, slugs, worms,
larvae and even a whole fox skeleton! The
small children loved it!!

Another project the group is involved in is
naming all the plants in the school with their
Latin species name e.g. Euonymous fortunei
which is the Silver Queen Plant. Because we
have all the plants named correctly, it will al-
low us to investigate the conditions they grow
best in and allow us to look after them better.
We want to ensure that all the school plants
are healthy. Plants are important because
they take in carbon dioxide and give out oxy-
gen for us to breathe, but they can’t do this if
their leaves are covered in dust.
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The Ecology and Environment Group has also |
had an involvement with the building of a
Wind Turbine on the roof of the school. The
turbine and attached solar panel will be used
in lessons and will be help in teaching stu-
dents about more environmentally friendly
forms of energy. We are also the only school in
the borough to have one of these turbines!

Other projects that the group are discussing
are recycling paper and planting more trees
around the school grounds. Not only will this
improve the environment of the school, but it
means the school is doing its bit for the envi-
ronment of the Earth as well.

from Bushey Middie

‘?a_u_/

Dear Ms Whiting and the environ-
ment group.
Thank you for taking us intc the
Wildlife Area.
It was fun because we found out
lots of things we did not know.
We really enjoyed seeing the frogs,
the newts, the bugs, the larva, the
beetles and the ants’ nest.
Please will you come again and
take us into the wildlife area?
From

Green Class

Pragonfly
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Bouncing along

Did he deserve this?
Missed!
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PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION
RAYNES PARK HIGH SCHOOL CONSTITUENCY

STATEMENT AS TO PERSONS NOMINATED
AND NOTICE OF POLL |

Date of Election: 6 June 2001

1. The following persons have been nominated

Name of Candidate Description Names of Proposers, Seconders,
and Assentors
Bowers, Charlie Conservative Party Kelly Abrahall, Raees Miyan,
( & team) David Sayers, Miss Rechter
Carey, James Universal Party Peter Georgiou, Omar Mesbahuddin,
Milnes, Patrick Mr. Ennis
(& team)
Gianicoli, Lucio Labour Party Chris Warren, Zishaan Mirza, |
Newman, Henry David Weatherhead, Harry Worth, |
( & team) Mrs. Radowicz |
Harriott, Morgan Respect Party Robert Lever, David Francis,
( & team) Ashly Keane, Vijay Patel,
Mrs. N. Jones
Nicholls, Tyrone Multiculturals Party Nick Moses, Shane Baker, |
Baker-Benjamin, Keisha Bianca Dawson Bennett, Mrs. Leigh
( & team)
Valentine, Matthew European Union Clubbers’ Party | Luke Oldfield, Mr. Ashton,
Staden, Natalie Miss Whiting
( & team)
Welfare, Marcus Liberal Democrat Party Tanser Ozdemir, Chris Bullard,
Laffar, Joe Mark Leung, Dan Lyle, Scott Brock
( & team) Zac Bhatti, Luke Morgan, Miss Finan

The persons above stand validly nominated
2. A POLL WILL BE TAKEN on 6™ June 2001 between the hours of 8.45am and 3.35pm
Dated: 25" May 2001 J.R.Carter, Returning Officer

Merton Civic Centre
London Road
Morden

Surrey

SM4 5DX

Printed and Published by the Returning Officer
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Mock Election Results

As returning officer for the Raynes Park High School constituency I declare that the final result of the election held on 6™ June 2001 was
as follows:

Conservative Party — 36 votes

Universal Party — 26 votes

Labour Party - 87 votes

Respect Party — 86 votes

Multiculturals Party — 273 votes

Liberal Democrat Party — 75 votes

I hereby declare the Multiculturals Party is the winner of the election. Thanks to our tellers and scrutineers:- Lauren Armstrong, C heryl
Botting, Joanne Fenwick, Gary Kenyon, Robert Miller, Christine Ollivierre, Vicky Patching, Nabeel Qureshi, Rachel Smith, Roberta
Spence, Guy Sumner, Sophie Tedder, Stephanie Watkins

Analysis of Voting

Party Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Staff Total
Conservative 8 20 0 5 3 36
Universal 6 5 10 3 2 26
Labour 21 25 4 16 21 87
Respect 52 20 1 4 9 86
Multiculturals 96 44 24 6 3 273
Liberal Democrat 5 50 3 5 12 75

Defeat for Labour in Raynes Park Elections

In the school election, a late policy announcement by the spin-doctors of the Multicultural Party (a.k.a. the MCs)
offering an instant end to homework was enough to steal a last minute victory from the favourites, Labour.

Mr. Carter, the school librarian ran the hustings and organised a superb election admin team.

Below, a spokesperson for RESPECT comments on the MCs’ last minute election “bribe”!

“The MCs said all the right things. They didn't say anything about hard subjects. They asked the popular GMB
union steward questions in the hustings and had prepared a good speech. This was all pretty impressive but
that it is not what made them win. They told the voters that if they won they would ban homework and give a
JSive-minute break between double lessons. It is called a Mock Election, repeat mock, and voters should have
seen through the MCs “trick!”

Feelings obviously ran high during and after the election but it produced a series of memorable assemblies and a
real sense of involvement. As Lucio Gianocoli said, “Thanks to mock elections round the country many people
really will go and vote because they know how it’s done and how important it is”. An excellent contest!

Results: MCs — 273; Labour — 87; Respect — 86; Lib Dems — 73; Conservative — 32; Universal — 26

Our results were included in the national schools’ mock election run by the BBC’s Newsround and the Hansard
Society.
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Hustings in the library as
Mr Carter looks on No ballot rigging here
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Hotse Championships 2000 - 01

lst 2nd 3rd 4th

Debating Miltons =1st [Newsoms =1st |Gibbs Halliwells
Netball Halliwells Gibbs Newsoms Miltons
Swimming Gibbs  =1st [Newsoms =1st |[Halliwells Miltons
Athletics Halliwells Gibbs Newsoms Miltons
Basketball Miltons Gibbs =2nd [Newsoms =2nd Halliwells
Rounders Gibbs Miltons Halliwells Newsoms
Football Newsoms Miltons Gibbs =3rd [Halliwells =3rd
Football Halliwells Gibbs Newsoms Miltons
Cricket Halliwells Gibbs =2nd [Newsoms =2nd [Miltons
Rugby Gibbs Miltons Halliwells =3rd [Newsoms =3rd
Drama Halliwells =1st [Newsoms =1st |Gibbs =3rd Miltons =3rd
Hockey (Boys) |Gibbs Halliwells INewsoms Miltons
Hockey (Girls) Halliwells Miltons Gibbs =3rd [Newsoms =3rd
Volleyball Halliwells Newsoms Gibbs Miltons
Music Halliwells Gibbs Newsoms Miltons

JUNIOR Halliwells Gibbs Newsoms Miltons

SHIELD

CHALLENGE Halliwells Gibbs Newsoms Miltons
TROPHY

Challenge Trophy: 1999-2000 Gibbs 1998-1999 Newsoms 1997-1998 Gibbs

We had d gr eat sports day




Netban
Year 8

Captained by Marianne Edwards the Year 8
team have been determined to improve their
skills this year. Although they have suffered
several defeats, their improvement has been
shown by convincingly beating St. Catherines
and Rowan.

Year 9
The team has had a very successful year,
convincingly beating all opposition in the Bor-
ough.

Ursuline won 32-6
The Hall won 42-6
Rowan won 24-7
Coombe Girls won 26-17

Earlier in the season Laura Saker, Amanda
Brightwell and Hannah Watkins were chosen
for the Surrey trials. Although narrowly miss-
ing out on selection, the girls gained a lot of
experience during the four-week training.
Well done!

Of all the successes this season, the one most
remembered was the match against the Year 9
boys football team. Overlooking the girls’ abil-
ity, talent and team cohesion, the boys confi-
dently strode onto the court only to be beaten

17-1. Danny
tJackson and
Harry Bayliss

P played well de-
N spite their lack of
knowledge of the
rules and inabil-
ity to keep their
feet still, but all
= credit must go to
: the girls who took

§- 4 P a convincing lead
2 & after thirty sec-
onds and never
A looked back. One
- up for the
women!
Year 10

Matches have been dogged by bad weather
and illness but the team remains top of the
league.
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Year 11

The Year 11 netball team are still unbeaten
this year. This is due to an outstanding vic-
tory over Ursuline, beating them by one goal
in the final moments of the game.

We still have matches to play against Tam-
worth and The Hall school, but are hoping
for victory in the league.

The County Tournament is being held in
Croydon on March 9th and although we
know there will be tough opposition the
team are looking forward to using the expe-
rience they gained from the Holland tour.

Still to come is the Merton Tournament.
The Year 11 team is very committed and de-
serves to be victorious in their final tourna-
ment.

i Al
4 We have entered the
g Under 13, Under 14
g2 and Under 15 Surrey
el Schools leagues and

& the Under 13 and Un-
der 15 HSBC compe-
tition. Matches start
immediately after

. = Faster.

Ball boys/ girls 2002

We were fortunate in our numbers this
year with fifteen of our students going
through for training with Mrs. Rundle and
Mr Wonfor (back for his last year). The
students have worked hard to qualify and I
hope they continue to do well at Wimble-
don. Ball boys/girls are: James Boore,
Sam Francis, Jonathan Pinn, Louis Mitha,
Tanser Ozdemir, Luke Morgan, Joe Laffar,
Michael Sexton, Michael Cashmore, Matt
Hillier, Vicky Patching, Keiley Stowe, Amy
Edgeworth, Dan Lyle and Sam Bordbar.




Mixed Hockey

The Year 9 players have held their own this
year, losing only two games in the whole sea-
son. Overall they came third in the league
and qualified for the finals day .

The Year 10 team won all but one of their
games this year, being beaten narrowly by Ox-
ted. The finals day matches will give them all
to play for and includes a rematch against
Oxted). Good luck to all players.

James Boore, Neil Allen, Rachel Smith and
Louis Mitha need a special mention for being
top goal scorers in their league table. I would
also like to wish James Boore good luck in his
trial for Surrey later this year. Lynsey Buz-
well deserves commendation for successfully
gaining a place in the Surrey hockey team two
years in a row. Well done Lynsey.

For the first time Bushey Middle School joined
our mixed league as our Junior ‘B’ team. This
meant that we had four teams representing
our school in the two leagues. I am happy to
say that all four teams have qualified for the
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finals day on Wednesday March 20t, The
Astroturf has contributed in no small meas-
ure to our successes, enabling the develop-
ment of skills and the blossoming of talent.
We would like to thank all those who helped
make the Astroturf possible. Our hockey
teams are certainly reaping the rewards.

Year 8

The Year 8 team has been successful in
qualifying for the finals day on March 20th,

Well played this season to Kenny Mitha, and
Hannah Cleevely, our top goal scorers.

Results:
de Stafford Drew
St Andrews Drew
Oxted Lost
Coulsdon Won

A.Routledge & A.Readings

Changes aheadr

For some time now we have been consider-
ing a complete review of house activities.
The last one took place at the time of re-
organisation in the early nineties.

During the past few years some local
schools have abandoned their house sys-
tems but ours is still going strong. Each
year small amendments are made, new ac-
tivities are introduced and sometimes oth-
ers are dropped.

Last year we tried table tennis to see if it
would work and it proved successful.

This year we tried tug-of-war, which took
place in the week before Christmas with two
teams taking part from each tutor group.
The competition went very well and defi-
nitely has a future. If anyone works for Tay-
lor Woodrow, would they please have a word
with the management, as Raynes Park High
would be most grateful for a fine tug-of-war
trophy. Tell them how valuable the publicity
would be.

Another competition, once very popular,
but which has not been held for a number
of years, is house chess. This is going to
take place once again this year, adding to
our non-sporting events such as drama,
music and debating.

J.Derrington
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VUL L R T

SOmE f‘ba..r‘f"S' % Fhe TLr'a_m.:né‘_ LErE T{:Prhé_ bert we X‘E;In‘" go:hg anrd Came

Second overall. We had a

Ecz.?"‘ rf‘rms .

I¥ wasS gocd. EXRErEACE and.

that'S all thankS to +he teachersS - Aimee Howard

IF was$ really é_poci #o play a_é,_a.th'f" REOP/E &’—rcm d_%fzrt:m‘ SchoolS and

fo meet new people - /T/E."/(C.f Stow

If waS a g.rszu‘ Experience. Al r’-og_sﬁ:sr it wasS a gooa opporfienity to
ma ke hELW éﬁmshd,s and IJ‘EE/ I have Ainsfnlfd_ fr‘Om all the %ra.z’krné_.
There was é_raaf competition and the matcheS were brilliant ju.n - Siae

anisruooct

The coaches were rsa,//g En—
C'_ou.r‘a,é;mg_ ahd mad€ mE
MOrE c_oajid.sm"- i P/"-"g,("“g—
netball = Emma Pry

I+ was 3r£a_>‘. 7 had So
merch ééun. The coaches
weEre brilliant anad T fs/v‘ 3
learned a lof more. I# Gave
(S the chance o mEEF nEW

éf«msnds‘ - Vch’a: 'Pa,v‘c_hfné,

The coaches hEIPEA mE im—
prove my SKlIS and the feon
never Stopped - C.Aerg/ Bort-

1‘:&3‘_
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7‘a_u.gjn‘ (LS wEw and excit—
mg_ 'Hwng_s’. T ke *fmra al/So
Gave (LS a chance to meet

.....

‘ TIK /ﬂ /t/ O//&hd- ﬁifff;f S

HELS PEOP/E and make
jr:’shas with other SchoolS -
ﬁsakg Howard

T 've wever Seen So many

gpod-‘/ookmg_ boyS in a
week = Natalie Gledhill

‘ It waS excellent ma."rhé‘, KELD jrn:nd.S jr‘Om d_ﬁ’-jsrrznf" SchoolS — Jeany Rose

I It waS a battlk %« a /#Erl'ims. TenSion twasS r‘rS'rhé_ in the laSt Fwe min-—
‘ wHES, bt T had Fo ;:/ez.ag On — EVER with an ig/u.rsd_ hand! = lacra

@o/.’:ag

Brilliant! T'm mech more c.onj:d,ﬁn%
and it really helpS gow. improve yoiir
Skills = Katie Evans

T had +he Fime oél my lfe. I exjoyed
mscﬁag_ new and O people.  The boys
were 100% O - Christina Hoirahineg-

érown

It was really éood_ fo play a.g_a,ms‘r'-
d_z(«éézrsm’- PEOR/E ahd learn jr‘dm HELS
CoachesS — Ma_.f{a./ie Vineer

I wasS aon*S‘r‘o,n Ju..u fr‘onr Start
' fo jm:‘sh - Hannah Baillie

|
| 37




Letters to the editor

Dear Editor,

I have a problem with Mrs Bell, she al-
ways shouts at me even when I am only two
minutes late. When she shouts it is so loud
it’s like the glass is going to break. When I try
to explain she refuses to listen.

Please do something about it.
A frustrated student

Sorry, nothing I can do about it. That’s just
what Mrs Bell does to me when I ask her to
write for the Spur. Try not to be late.

Editor

Dear Editor,

[ had a problem with my maths
coursework and it took about three weeks be-
fore I handed it in to Mr Scott. He was very
understanding about it but said “if anyone
should have handed coursework in on time
you should”. I am worried in case I have dis-
appointed him.

A keen mathematician

You will get away with anything, as far as Mr
Scott is concerned, if you say you are a New-
castle United supporter, but hand work in on
time in future.

Editor

Dear Editor,

I think the best year of school is Year 10
because around June you get to do work ex-
perience. I think that every pupil should do
the two weeks because you enjoy your self as
well as learning a lot.

William Miles 11MZ

Yes William, work experience does give you a
real insight into why people try to persuade you
to concentrate on your studies in school. You
see what you might do when you finally man-
age to escape.

Editor

Dear Editor,

[ think that it was good that the lottery
gave Raynes Park High School the money for
the Astro Turf. It means that my football
team can now train on it.

Kirsty Steers

It just shows that gambling can pay. So long
as it’s other people’s money and not ours. I
hope that your football team tops the table.

Ed it%

—

Ceramic
fish & chips

Neil Cottrell

Dear Editor

I loved the talent show, especially since I got
the chance to do what I love, choreography
and dance. My group consisted of eight peo-
ple (4 boys and 4 girls). We danced to Lady
Dynamites - Boo! and it was mostly dance
hall. T have been doing contemporary dance
for the past six years, but I would love to be
able to breakdance, since it is quite complex
and looks good. I have been told that I am a
strong performer and street dance is what I
am good at, as well as choreography.

The performance went really well and every-
one participating wanted to do again. I got a
rush out of performing, so did the rest of my
group. Hopefully we can do it again!

Lisa-Marie Hawkins 11MZ

The talent show was great. You were all brill.
Get to work on the next show. It sounds as
though you have a career in mind. Look for-
ward to seeing your name in lights. All the
best.

Editor
Dear Editor
“And we’re back in 5 kiddies.” Those were the
words from Nicholas Moses who played Neil,
the camp floor manager in the Milton’s house
play ‘Light & Flaky’.

We started the whole thing in the sum-
mer holidays but ‘Light & Flaky’ wasn’t our
original play. It was called ‘Teecher’s’. How-
ever we decided that it wasn't for us, so we
decided to do ‘Light & Flaky. Even though the
original idea wasn'’t ours, Davin King wrote
every scene. The directors were Louise
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