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HEADMASTER'S NOTES.
The events of two terms are covered by this number of The Spur.
The Christmas Term was, for the most part, uneventful, as we mere
engaged in settling down to our normal routine after the dislocation of
the summer. S e t the Christmas Carol Concert, brilliantly organised
by Mr. Loveday with the assistance of Mr. Smith and Mr. Warner, was
more exuberant and original than ever. The Spring Term has been
notable for our first production of a Shakespearian play--on this
occasion The Tenzpest-since 1942. Mr. Smith is to be congratulated
on an achievement of outstanding distinction. His conception of the
play is the most interesting one I have yet encountered.
The news that John Robbins had been killed in action in Burma
came as a great shock to his many friends here. I t seems so short a
time ago that he was still in England. He was, I believe, the first Old
Boy to visit me here, and I am proud of the privilege of having come to
know him so well. Anthony Uff, who has been killed in action in
Western Europe, volunteered for the Army while still under military
age and had seen considerable service. The parents of both these Old
Boys are assured of our sympathy and pride, as are the parents of
Brian Prangnell, a boy of very great promise and an exceptionally loyal
on July 26th.
member of the School who died in tragic circumsta~~ces
We had expected much from him, and our sense of loss is very great.
We share in the sorrow of his parents and of his brother.

J. F. W. Green has been elected to a Styring Exhibition in Mathematics a t The Queen's College, Oxford. R. A. A. Newman has headed the
list of competitors a t Faraday House by winning the Faraday Scholarship. A Bursary a t Keble College, Oxford, for work in Science of
Open Exhibition standard has been awarded t o A. S. Gardiner.
We congratulate Mr. and Mrs. Horne on the birth of a daughter.
The first week in January brought the grievous news that the
Second Master, Mr. R. W. Gibb, had been appointed Head of the
Geography Department a t Blundell's School, Tiverton. The meaning
of his departure to the School, the Staff and myself is beyond words.
He has served the School longer than any other man and has set a
standard of conduct which must a t all costs be maintained. Everyone
who has been in any way connected with the School has learned much
from his peerless example. Our good wishes go with him together with
our very warm congratulations on his marriage which took place on
Easter Tuesday. He will be sadly missed. His duties as Second
Master will be camed out for the time being by Mr. Hanson, Mr. Milton
and Mr. Raynham.
Mr. Milton's most welcome return has been signalised by the
formation of a vigorous Sixth Form Society which has already held
many interesting meetings. We have also been joined by Mr. C. W. E.
1

Peckett, late Scholar of King's College, Cambridge, who comes t o us
from Beckenham County School, after serving as an officer in the Royal
V;,Edwards, a Cambridge Scholar and athlete
Artillery, and by,?.
who obtained his Blue before the last war. Next term will see the
return of Mr. Cobb which will mean t h a t one of the founding members
of the Staff is still with us. 1Mr. Gibb's place as Geography Master will
be taken by Mr. Patrick O'Driscoll of Trinity College, Dublin, who has
been working for the Admiralty throughout the war.
Twenty-nine boys joined the School in December and now compose
the new form, " Middle Three." They have come here a t a later age
than is usual but seem t o have settled down very quickly. I am most
grateful to Mr. Scott of Bushey Central School for providing additional
accommodation on a most generous scale for our greatly increased
numbers.

I should like t o take this opportunity of expressing my gratitude
t o the lecturers who have come t o us during the past two terms. I t
was a particular pleasure t o have two successive talks from Mr. C. A.
Ronald, H.M.I., to whom the School already owes much. H e opened
his mind to his audience and showed us how t o use ours-just as Miss
Dilys Powell later showed us how to use our eyes. We have seldom had
such stimulating advice.
A Cup for Cross Country Running has been most generously
presented by Alderman S. H . Marshall, Chairman of the Surrey County
Council Education Committee, t o whom we are deeply grateful. The
first inter-House race will take place early in May. Through the
keenness of Mr. Lett a Junior Cross Country team has already been
selected and has run twice against a team from Wallington County
School. I hope t h a t a high standard of performance will in time be
established.

SCHOOL OFFICERS, CHRISTMAS TERM, 1944
Head of School : J . I?. Green.
Second Boy : D . A. R . Reid.
M. G. Brown, E. Jepson, P. K. Mason, B. A. Ruff, C. Thompson,
R. A. J. Wood, F. Potton.
Prefect of Hall : A. G. Hopkins.
Prefect of Library : B. A. Ruff.
Secretary of Games Committee : M. G. Brown.

SCHOOL OFFICERS, EASTER TERM, 1945
Head of School : J. F. Green.
Second Boy : A. G. Hopkins.
M. G. Brown, E. Jepson, P. R. Mason, B. A. Ruff, C . Thompson,
R. A. J. Wood, 17. Potton, V. R . White.
Prefect of Hall : M. G. Brown.
Prefect of Library : B. A. Ruff.
Secretary of Games Committee : M. G . Brown.

ROLL OF HONOUR
Kilkd
Sgt.-Observer M. H . C. Ashdown, R.A.F.
Srrt.-Air Gunner 1. A.G .Billinaham. R.A.F.
I?yying Officer A."v. I. Cook, KA.F:
Flight Lieut. R . Barnes, R.A.F., D.F.C.
Sgmn. V. G. Sayer, R.C.S.
Lt. J. W. Robbins, R.A.
Lt. A. Uff, R.A.C.

Missing
Sgt.-Pilot J. A. Smith, R.A.F.
Pilnt
Officer
S. G. Palk. R.A.F.
---..
sub-Lieut. J. Fisher, R.N.V.R.
Pilot Officer R. Jones, R.A.F.
Sgt. F. Spinks, R.A.F.
W. Bailey, R.A.F.
Prisoner of W a r
Pilot Officer J. D. L. Moore, R.A.F.
Sgt.-Pilot R. G. Franklin, R.A.F.

OBITUARY
John Robbins
One often hears of people being described as " good " ; b u t how
seldom does one ever meet someone who really lives up to t h e word.
John Robbins was one who did. H e was about the only person I have
ever met who seemed naturally incapable of doing a wrong or mean
thing. I did not know him very well when he was a t the School ;
but when he left he came to work a t Film Centre, and while he was
there I came t o know him very well. H e was the most promising
recruit to documentary films we had seen for a long time. The work
he did, especially on " The Harvest Shall Come,':, was first class ;
and when he was called up we said (as we thought) au revoir " with
regret, and looked forward t o his returning to carry on what he had so
wcll begun. We were sure he had a fine career before him. John
believed passionatdy in the use of films for the betterment of human
behaviour and of social conditions and was determined to carry his
ideals into practice. Although he was modest and diffident to a fault,
there nevertheless glowed through his quietness a steady light of which
one was always aware. H e was, as I said before, truly good. I t is
unthinkable t h a t he is dead ; but perhaps t h a t heavy word should never
be applied t o men like him, for certain i t is t h a t none of those many
who met and lcnew him during his life will ever forget him, but will
remember with gratitude how by his example they learnt, each according
to his ability, a little more of the Good Life.
BASIL WRIGHT.

Anthony

Uff

Tony Uff joined the School when i t was still very young. H e was
adventurous, debonair : his ingenuity often got him into " scrapes "
a t school, and his smile sometimes (I had better not say, often) got him
out of them. H e took chances, others missed them. He faced life
gaily, and I have no doubt he faced death gaily too ; for he believed in
what he was doing. We shall remember him, and what we owe to him.
H e never counted the cost, nor must we.
THOMASW. POWISCOBB.

Brian Prangnell
The death of Brian Prangnell in his thirteenth year came as a
great shock t o all who knew him. H e was only in his second year a t
this school, b u t he had in t h a t time secured for himself the lilting and
respect of his companions and of his teachers, who were already looking
forward t o his occupying a valuable position in our community. His
outstanding characteristic was one upon which such hopes are always
founded-namely, a strong sense of loyalty to any group to which he
belonged or had belonged. For example, t o him i t was a problem
whether to join the scout troop a t Raynes Park or to remain in t h a t of

his previous school, Blakesley House. He chose the latter not because
he felt Raynes Park inferior, but because of his loyalty t o his first
friends and teachers.
His capacity for devotion and friendship extended to persons as
well as to organisations ; i t was also characteristic of him that his love
of animals was not a vague fondness but included their care and the
trouble which this involves. He was always keen t o succeed ; not to
be better than others, but to reach the high standard which he set
himself in his school subjects as well as in his many interests such as
scouting, games, drawing and carpentry.
When he knew that he was to undergo an operation he was not
afraid or worried, in spite of the fact that he was lying in hospital
during the flying bomb attack on London. I n the words of the Sister,
he was as cheerful as he always was normally, and joked about it.
He died on the morning of July 26th, without waking from the
anzsthetic. We remember him as a boy of great common-sense and
ability, with a ready smile. Our sympathy goes to his family in their
severe and tragic loss.

Mr. R. W. GIBB
(FROM
A COLLEAGUE)
Mr. Gibb's work as House Master, as Geography teacher and as
coach t o the First XV is known to all the boys who have come into
contact with him. Some will have met him on other counts, but they
cannot know as well as the staff t o what extent his position as Second
Master has formed and influenced the tradition and the organisation
of the School. I t was this position also which determined the special
relationship between Mr. Gibb and the other membkrs of the staff.
The Second Master in a school acts as a liaison officer, or, in Mr.
Gibb's own words, a buffer state between Headmaster, boys and staff.
I t can be imagined that the duties of such a position are as often
disagreeable as pleasant, and that t o carry them out successfully
requires an unusual combination of tact, firmness, impartiality and
above all of fairness. These qualities, to the good fortune of the School,
were so well balanced in NIr. Gibb that i t is difficult to say in which he
was pre-eminent ; his efficiency was as remarkable as his strict sense
of justice. If anyone ever felt himself unfairly treated by the Second
Master, then he was ignorant of, or blind to, the experience and consideration which lay behind each of his decisions. He never took sides
with persons but only with those principles of justice, loyalty and social
usefulness of which he was himself the exemplar and from which he
could not be moved.
Those who have had any experience in the difficult task of dealing
with people can judge the measure of Mr. Gibb's success by the respec't
and affection in which he was held by all who worked with him. All
his colleagues will have benefited from their association with him and
are largely indebted to him for the congenial atmosphere in which they
have worked.
We are more than sorry to lose him, though confident that his
spirit will remain a force in school life, and we wish him and Mrs. Gibb
all happiness in the future.

Mr. R. W. GIBB
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I n bidding good-bye to someone it is usual to start with a brief
record of his work. I do not intend to do this, for it seems to me
unnecessary and even futile to attempt to do justice in words when
everyone is already aware of the vast effort that 1Mr. Gibb has expended
in moulding a school during its first ten years of life.
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Starting here in 1937 as a very small' boy, Mr. Gibb-the Second
Master-was the first person with whom I came into contact. I was
immediately impressed by the easy benevolence of his manner, and yet,
standing there in the hall, I think that every one of us recognised the
clarity, ease and above all, the latent firmness, with which he gave this
introduction t o a new life.
Our first geography lesson and there he was again : somebody in
this seemingly huge place that we already knew. For the first time we
discovered the subject interesting (despite the frequent tests) and his
personal anecdotes and lantern lectures proved specially popular.
So i t went on throughout our school life---and our respect grew.
He was always there--someone t o whom we could turn for advice,
someone to answer our trivial questions : often the replies (though
recognised as just) appeared unreasonably harsh-had we really got to
think for ourselves ? We began to realise that the Second Master was
not there to lead us but to point the way.
On approaching the top of the School all these experiences were
amplified : we found that Mr. Gibb was in charge of the First and
Second rugby fifteen. How we forwards loathed those training periods
in the early days of the season : sometimes we openly expressed our
thoughts-" the man must be a slave driver." On lookine backwards.
howt?ver, i t always became obvious that such violent exercises were
the key to our later successes on the field (besides, the joke was always
reversed when the time came for him to referee our first match of the
season). The amount of work that he put into developing school
rugby was almost unbelievable ; we found i t easy to recognise his
proud boast that he had missed only one game since the School first
began to play.
Now he is leaving us and naturally this is the present subject of
conversation throughout the School. To end I will quote a remark
that I overheard from a junior-a
remark, I think, that reflects the
thoughts of all of us-" Mr. Gibb is strict, but then that is his job :
after all he is Second Master. You get a square deal from him and he
is an interesting teacher. Jolly good chap."

HOUSE NOTES

Cobb's
Captain : A. G. Hopkins.
Vzce-Captain : C. Thompson.
School Prefects : B. A. IZuff, E. Rf. Jepson.
Rugger
I n the first round of the new knock-out system we played Milton's
and won. We then played Gibb's in the semi-final. Unfortunately
they were without their rugger captain and so we had quite a comfortable
win. Againsf,a strong Halliwell's team, and after a typical " Cobb's
v. Halliwell's House-match, we were beaten by one try.
Hockey
In the knock-out contest we were drawn to play against Halliwell's.
In our first game against them we drew 2-2 after a game which was of
a higher standard than the usual house match. In the replay we lost
Two of their goals and our one were scored in
to Halliwell's 1-3.
about two minutes and the rest of the time was spent in muddling in
each other's goal-mouth, without result.
A thletics
Our Captain of athletics, E. M. Jepson, and our able secretary,
K. Hill, have made us all conscious of the importance of qualifying
and we are now second in points for the cup.
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Gibb's
CHRISTMAS
TERM,1944
House Captain : D. A. R. Reid.
Before mentionirig any House activities, a tribute must be paid to
G. P. Billingham, School and House Captain last year. He led the
House during a very difficult period, and his inspiration is reflected in
the winning of the Cock House Cup for the second year running. He
has been greatly missed, especially on the Rugger field. We wish him
all good fortune, and hope t o see hum frequently in the future.
The winning of the Cock House Cup resulted from our winning the
Rugger, Hockey, and Athletics Cups. The Cricket and Swimming
Competitions had to be abandoned.
EASTERTERM,1945
House Captain : V. R . White.
At the end of this term we lose our Housemaster, Mr. Gibb who,
from the beginning of the School has very ably occupied the position of
Second Master. His enthusiasm for teaching, firm control, and energy
of purpose, have left an abiding impression on us all, but especially on
those of Gibb's House. His personal qualities have also gained1him a
warm place in our affections. Long after he has left us we shall
remember him for his friendliness and faithfulness. We wish him every
success in the new sphere of usefulness he is about to enter upon.
We lost, a t the end of last term, our very capable House Captain,
David Reid. He has joined the Navy and with him go our best wishes.

Rugger

Captain : D . A. R. Reid.
This last season the Rugger Competition was run on a " knock-out "
basis. I n our first and last match we lost by fifteen points to nil. The
team, handicapped by the absence of the Captain through injury, was
ably lead by V. R. White. The game was hard fought, and the play
of several younger members of the team was encouraging.
Hockey
Our first match was against Milton's whom we beat by seven goals
to nil. The second match against Newsom's was lost'by four goals to
one, mainly because we had to play with ten mcn. The members of
the House must realise that two or three good players alone do not
constitute a team.
This term we welcome into our House, Drane, Cameron, Champney,
Charman and Deacon.
D.A.R.R.andV.R.W.

Halliwell's

J

House Captain : J . F . Green.
Vice-Captain : M. G . Brown.
School Prefects : P . R. Mason, R. A. J. Wood.
This year we have been less unfortunate than most houses in losing
only a very few seniors. K. Claclc has left to study engineering a t
London University and we wish him the best of luck in his future career :
he was a 1st XV colour and a very strong member of the House. We
also say good-bye to K. Prior who is also a t London, starting on the long
course of becoming a doctor.
Our chances in the field of sport have been very high but unfortunately they were marred by the untimely close of the Summer term :
we had looked forward with confidence to the Swimming Cumpetition.
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Bugger
We have been the lucky possessors of one of the strongest House
teams that the school has yet produced. I t was probably this knowledge, highly seasoned with over-confidence, that led to a very mediocre
performance in our first match against Ncwsom's. Sufficient to say
that we won. Our final House-match against Cobb's followed the
traditional lines-shirts were ripped, tempers were frayed and players
often lost in the welter of bodies, mist and mud. We won 3-0 and
with this victory secured the Rugger Trophy. Of the team Cotterill,
especially, is to be congratulated-he was the only person to score.
Hockey
We met Cobb's in the first round of the Comuetition and drew 2--2.
A re-play followed and in this we proved easy &tors with a score of
three goals against one.

Milton's
Hozise Captain : R. Bradley.
Rugger
The only gamc we played last term was against Cobb's a t whose
hands we suffered a severe but not ignominious defeat. Inferior weight
in our scrum and our usual failure to produce exceptional athletes were
our chief defects, but interest shown by thc House, and our Colts, make
prospects hopeful.
Hockey
I t was our misfortune to be lcnoclced out in the first round of the
House matches. Thc match itself deserves hardly more than mention.
but thc team maintained its vigour throughout a losing game, showing
the h,Iilton's can still makc up in enthusiasm what we lack in experience.
Cvoss-Coftntry Runniwg
The part played by a number of the junior members of the House
in the cross-country practiccs this term is encouraging. Some enthusiasts have run regularly and this activity may well become very
lx~pularunder thc stimulus of the House Competition ncxt term, when
i t IS hoped a much larger nu~nbermay be encouragcd to participate.
Athletics
Our qualifying points are not flattering in vicw of the large number
in the House who arc competent to qualify. We are bottom-a position
which, i t is hoped, will be reformed next term.
School Play
I n addition to one or two minor parts, we were ablc to contributc
one prominent member of the cast. Haythornthwaite as Stcphano,
played a difficult part vigorously, and convincingly.
We were very happy to have Mr. Milton come back to us last tcrm.
His influence will be felt more and more, and he has already greatly
helped the musical activities in the House.
\\re take this opportunity to welcome also all the new members of
the House. I t has been pleasant to see many Old Boys of the House
this term including Miller, Meade, Overcll, Forward, Honekcr, Lidrllc,
Edwards, Schrecker, and Robcrts, to all of whom we send our very best
wishes.

Newsom's
House Caplaiiz : 1:. R t t o n .
Vice-Caplain : A. Bartram.
Although no resounding triumphs have been secured the efforts of
the House have not been entirely unsuccessful. IYorthy of individual
mention are our House-captain who is to be congratulated on being
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appointed captain of School hockey and cricket, and Welby who distinguished himself in the School play.
Rugger
By a gallant, if suicidal, gesture we offered t o accept as our first
opponents the strong team which Halliwell's put on the field and which
was destined to secure the rugger cup. Despite the disparity of forces
the score was only 3-0 in favour of our opponents a t half-time ; and
although we were less fortunate in the second half, their final score
might have been higher than 18-0, had not the team, especially the
full-back, played very well. As the competition was run on a knock-out
basis this year, our House rugger activities were terminated by this
defeat against odds.
-4 thletics
Qualifying has been in operation this term and hitherto the position
especially in the long jump and weight putting events, is not highly
satisfactory. The failure to secure a larger number of points is in some
part due to the fact that members of the House have not always
attempted to qualify, but if a real effort is made in the remaining events
our position can be considerably improved before the sports.
Hockey
By a 4--1 victory over Gibb's we were assured of a place in the
finals. Three of our goals were scored through opportunism by Hodlun
in the initial ten minutes. Though late in the first half a goal was
scored against us, we continued to have most of the play and secured
our fourth goal, again through Hodkin about half-way through the
second half. The play was rather scrappy but the score reflects our
comparative superiority. After a Marathonian struggle the final against
Halliwell's resulted in a draw which no amount of extra time could alter.
We were pleased to welcome as visitors this term N. T. Poulter,
N. G. Broderick and R. Ward, all formerly distinguished members of
Newsom's. N. T. Poulter left a t the end of the Summer Term, 1944,
after three years as House-captain, and unfortunately we have not
enough space to give the full appreciation that he deserves. Those who
knew him will remember chiefly his cricket, his actor-producer roles
in the House plays, and his passion for jazz. We wish him the best of
luck in the Intelligence Corps. The House learnt with deep regret of
the death in action in Burma of Lieutenant John Walter Robbins who
was Captain of the House in 1941.

RUGBY
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It was unfortunate that last season with quite our strongest and
most attractive fixture list we should have the weakest XV that we
have had for many years, and the results were disastrous and depressing.
A solitary victory against a scratch Old Boys' side and a draw against
Kings College School were the only variations from a long list of defeats,
some with scores reaching astronomical size.
As usual the forwards gave as good as they got and frequently had
the measure of their opponents, but behind the scrummage things rarely
got moving a t all. The forwards would establish more than a sizeable
bridgehead only to see their backs starved and impotent and bang would
go another attacking movement. In other words the backs were starved
by the halves (and the fault lay with the inner half) and lilte importunate
sparrows they were forced to pick up any crumbs that were left lying
about. And even when crumbs were found, the backs pecked timidly
without any thrust or daring. I t is easy, of course, to criticise a line
of three-quarters (or anyone for that matter) in defence and particularly
easy when i t is up against stronger and faster opponents, but our defence
was always sticky and often downright.bad. Failure to position and
failure to tackle a t the psychological moment let the other side through
time and again.
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And then there was that difficulty (which was never solved) of
finding a full back to replace the powerful and solid Michael Brown,
and we were always playing with a last line of defence that was never
too sure.
I t must not be imagined, however, that every match was a gloomy
procession to our own goal line. There were moments and matches
which were as stirring and exciting as any in a good season. Particularly
good was the match against Harrow 2nd XV in which we were leading
our opponents right up to ten minutes from no-side. Rut the last ten
minutes just beat us and we could not stem the tide.
Success in School Games is a p t to run in cycles and we can normally
look forward to something much better next year, and, I hope, even
better still the year after. I t was just unfortunate for the Captain.
John Green, that he should have held office in a lean year. He himself
is as good a player as the School has ever had and a captain of altogether
outstanding brilliance. To him above all must be given the credit
that seldom did the team lose its morale or fail to do what i t could. No
depression or defeatism as the result of a bad year must tinge next
season.
Handing over the Rugger to my successor I should like to wish him
every possible success. I have had the privilege of running Big Side
since the School started and it has always been my first love. I have
seen successful years and unsuccessful ones, and the fact that this one
has been one of the leanest in no way lessens my optimism for the future.
R.W.G.

xv

The following was the final composition of the team :* J. F. Green (Captain) (Forward)
A. H. Bartram (Forward)
*A. G. Hopkins (Secretary)(Forward) C. N. White (Forward)
*D. A. R. Reid (Three-quarter)
F. Polton (Scrum half)
*B. A. Ruff (Three-quarter)
J. C. Taylor (Fly Italf)
*P. R. Mason (Forward)
V. White (Three-quarfev)
*G. Green (Forward)
R. A. Doyle (Three-quarfev)
R. A. J. Wood (Forward)
D. Thompson (Full Back)
* Colours
FIXTURES
....
Oppogrents
Result
For
Against
Mitcham
. . . . . . Lost ... 0
...
3
3
...
3
K.C.S. . . . . . . . . . Drew ...
Harrow T I
. . . . . . Lost ... 10 ...
15
0. Rutlishian " A " ... Lost
14
...
24
Tiffins . . . . . . . . . Lost
0
...
34
. . . . . . Lost ...
...
Wallington
3
31
Beckenham . . . . . . Lost
...
0
...
36
Rutlish
. . . . . . Lost ...
0
...
52
Old Boys
. . . . . . Won ...
9
...
8

...
...

HOCKEY RESULTS, 1945
IST XI
v . Caterham School
v . St. George's College
v . Beckenham C. S.

v. Caterham School
v . London Hospital

v. St. George's College
v. Old Boys

...
...
...
...
...

...

.........

Won 6-2
Won 3-2
Lost 1-3
Drew 1-1
Drew 2-2
Lost 2-5
Won 7-1

PRIZEGIVING, DECEMBER, 1944
The prizes were distributed by Alderman Marshall a t an informal
prizegiving under the good-humoured chairmanship of Mr. Glasscock
the Chairman of the Board of Governors. The Headmaster and
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