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THE SPUR

Raynes Parxk CoUNTY ScHOOL.

“To each his need, from each his power”

Vol. VI, No. 4. January, 1946.

APPRECIATION OF THE HEADMASTER

(From a Master)

Those of us who were present at the first visit of Charles Wrinch
to the School will remember his immediate concern with the personal
interests and problems of those to whom he spoke ; and we who have
worked with him during his last term, when his own future might
have occupied his mind to the exclusion of everything else, have been
aware that he has been anxious only to ensure the well-being and the
future of the School. This is his outstanding characteristic—an
unselfish devotion to the needs of others and a complete forgetfulness
of himself in their service. From the first his object has been to
preserve the spirit of the School, to retain the character that had been
developed under John Garrett, and to make possible to an ever-growing
School population the benefits which the School had to offer.

That this was a wise policy is obvious to us who have known
the problems with which he has been faced, and we have cause to
be grateful that Mr. Wrinch was particularly well qualified for the
task. He had the sympathy and vision to grasp the essentials of the
Raynes Park tradition, the skill and patience to ride out the storm
of war, a glowing confidence in his colleagues, and an unshakeable
loyalty to them. It was the response to this warm loyalty and
encouragement that made possible the overcoming .of so many
difficulties. Within two weeks of the arrival of the first flying bombs
three separate camps were successfully established in the country ;
new staff arrived and were soon as eager to serve him as those who
had left ; parents, as devoted as ever, helped to run games, the A.T.C.
and other School activities; prefects learned to bear a far greater
share of responsibility, and sub-prefects were trained to help them.
His agile mind and selfless devotion called out the best that the
School, and the friends of the School, had to give. One great
disappointment we share with him—that he has had inevitably to
deny himself the active teaching which is his real interest. Those of
us—staff as well as boys—who have witnessed his brilliant gifts as
a teacher, and have been given some insight into his scholarly mind,
will always be grateful for our good fortune, and will realise what
his self-denial has meant to him. It is a consolation that Radley
will gain the advantage of his departure and that he will gain his
own reward.

‘We shall not forget the genuine interest he has shown in everyone
with whom he has worked. The boy who was not filled with a desire
to use his time fruitfully, and the master who was not encouraged to
seize the opportunities made possible for him, would indeed be
insensitive and ungracious. Parents and Old Boys have found him
as accessible and as generous with his time, as willing to help with
their problems, as have Staff and boys mow at School. Whether
a master left many years ago, whether a boy was in the Sixth Form
or Junior School, made no difference to one who had at heart the
School as a living body and a growing organism,
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Every one of us has made a personal friend of Charles Wrinch’
and we are grateful to him for this privilege, as we are for his fine
contribution to our School life. We all wish to pay tribute to his
grand qualities of mind and character. We shall not say good-bye
to him, for we know that he will not forget us.

(From the Head Boy)

This, the first term in a world at peace, ends for us with a sad
event—the departure of our Headmaster. He has accomplished a
great deal in the three short years he has been with us. We shall
remember him for the earnest way in which he considered the fair
name and good report of the School before all things, personal and
impersonal, and how he spent all his waking energy in this task.
His intense desire to maintain and enrich School life, whatever the
environmental conditions caused by the war, is perhaps best exemplified
by the Evacuation Camps, which he so speedily and ably administered.
The strong sense of comradeship that is at present in the School is but
one of the results of those Camps, which owe their formation to his
fine initiative and courage. It is because of his work that the School
is a *“ living force ’ and has not become, as have so many other schools
under the impact of war conditions, an existing institution.

We shall remember also that here was no gowned terror, to be
viewed from a distance only, but a person in whom we could confide
and from whom we could expect always guidance in the solution of
our problems. The School realises now that, although in the beginning
when the news was first published, it was shaken and selfishly wished
the Headmaster to stay, that the Headmaster has made for himself
the right decision. But we will not excuse him should he be a long
time in fulfilling his promise to come to us again.

HEADMASTER’S NOTES

By the time these notes appear in print their writer will no longer
be Headmaster. For three years he has enjoyed that great privilege
and has tried, throughout a period of emergency, to serve the best
interests of the School. No man could have received finer co-operation
and sympathy. The task has becn lightened at all times by that
spirit of goodwill which is the most striking feature of our happy
community, and which has made even the sadness at parting less
hard to bear. It is the foundation on which our School is built, and
the firmest of all guarantees for the future.

The new Headmaster is Mr. T. H. Porter, of the Queen’s College,
Oxford, a society with which the School hag recently been forging
a strong connection. Mr. Porter is a Classical Scholar who, after
serving on the staff of Sutton County School, joined the R.A.F. and
spent a large part of the war in the Western Desert and Middle East.
With his deep understanding, varied experience and wide interests
he will lead the School into the *“ shining uplands "’ of Peace. I extend
to him a very warm welcome. It is a strange coincidence that we
were both receiving our education in the Borough of Shrewsbury at
the same time.

Our sympathy goes out to the parents of Flying Officer Richard
Derek Franks, who have been officially informed that lte was killed
in air operations over North Italy on April 6th, 1945. His vivid
personality will be held in proud remembrance.

Mr. Rex Warner is to be congratulated on his appointment as
Director of the British Institute in Athens. His loss to the School is
very sadly felt. The presence in our midst of one of the most
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distinguished of contemporary writers has been a stimulating experience.
We are particularly proud that his well-known translation of the
* Medea "’ was made specially for performance at the School. His
geniality was a source of perpetual encouragement during our most
difficult years. His sense of scholarship provided a high standard.
He was the founder of ¢ The Partisans,” a Society which has become
one of our most original institutions, and remains to remind us of
his personality.

We are most happy to welcome back to the School Mr. J. B. Grubb,
Mr. Denis Moore, and Mr. J. R. James. They have been badly missed
during the war years. Mr. James is assured of our heartfelt sympathy
in the loss, through a tragic accident, of his wife. Our thoughts this
Christmas will be with him and with his twin daughters.

It is a privilege to have here for a year Mademoiselle I. Chiarelli,
who comes to us as French ‘‘ assitante ” from Aix-en-Provence. The
standard of spoken French in the School is rising rapidly. We hope
that she is gaining something here in exchange for all that she gives.

We part with regret from Mr. V. Edwards, Mr. P. A. Lett, and
Mr. F. L. Billows. Mr. Edwards has in a short time become a real
friend to many members of the School. Mr. Lett has maintained the
high tradition of Handicraft, and has instituted Cross-country Running,
leaving a permanent mark on our steady development. Mr. Billows
in the course of one term has refreshed the School with his enthusiasm
and enriched it with his experience of foreign countries.

The School is grateful to two friends who have generously presented
handsome prizes. Miss Essex has given a prize for French which has
helped to stimulate the resurgence of interest in this vital subject.
Miss M. Norman, who has been teaching at Bushey County Secondary
School, has offered two annual prizes for the most promising
pre-medical student and for distinguished work in the- Sixth Form.
This splendid gesture is the direct result of our happy collaboration
with Bushey School, and is a remarkable tribute to our work in the
neighbouring building. The first awards have been made (with
acclamation) to A. S. Gardiner and M. G. Brown, both of whom are
now at Oxford.

Our tenth anniversary was informally celebrated on September 19th.
It was a memorable experience to entertain so many of the original
Staff, Old Boys and Parents. Mr. Garrett was in his most sparkling
form. His two speeches brought fresh inspiration and food for thought.
The fact was confirmed that all who have ever passed through R.P.C.S.,
whether as boys or as members of the Staff, remain indissolubly linked
with its fortunes.

For the formal Prizegiving on November 27th we migrated to
the Wimbledon Town Hall. By the end of the evening we felt that
we had been in the School all the time, so completely did Spirit take
control of Place. We are most grateful to Dr. G. B. Jeffery, the new
Director of the University of London Institute of Education, for
distributing the prizes and for giving so carefully considered an address.

The term has not been lacking in entertainment to celebrate our
Anniversary, ‘' Treasure Island,” specially adapted for this per-
formance, would, I think, have pleased R. L. S. himself. The momentary
break with the Shakespeare tradition has been fully justified. Three
major concerts have been given. At the first, a School Concert, and
the second, a Concert by the Malden and District Orchestral Society,
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collections were taken which go far to help us pay for our newly
acquired double bass. We are grateful to Mr. Parkhurst for his help,
and for arranging the outstandingly good second concert. The Carol
Concert was more ambitious than ever. The Double Quartet revealed
exciting possibilities, and the Mummers’ Play was even more enter-
taining than in previous years.

On the last day of Term a short French play was given by
Form Middle One with remarkable success. Mr. Webb and all the
actors are to be congratulated on setting up this landmark which
will, I hope, be followed by longer productions.

At last we have won the annual Rugger match against Rutlish.
This is a significant opening to a new decade. Our first striking
achievement in Athletics has been made by E. G. Green, who won
the second place at Putting the Weight out of the whole of Great
Britain in the A.T.C. Sports at the White City.

“ Fare forward, voyagers,” and may God bless you all.

Peter Alan Knight
Decembey 21st, 1945.

It is with great sorrow that we have to record the death
of Peter Knight on December 17th, 1945, after a very brief
iliness. He came here in September, 1943, and from the start
immersed himself in School activities. His enthusiasm knew
no bounds. Both at work and at play he gave all that was in
him. We shall not forget his brave tackling in playing Rugger
for the Colts, or his encouragement to the First Fifteen from
the touch line. His singing in *“ Toad of Toad Hall,” in which
he took the part of the Nurse, still echoes in the memory.
Intellectually he showed high promise. It is hard to realise
that so strong and vivid a personality has been taken from us.
His parents and his young brother have the profound sympathy
of all who knew and loved him here.

SCHOOL OFFICERS, CHRISTMAS TERM, 1945

Head of School : A. G. Hopkins.
Second Boy : P. R. Mason.
C. W. Baker, A. H. Bartram, R. A. Doyle, E. G. Green, H. A. Smith.
Prefect of Hall : E. G. Green.
Prefect of Libvary : C. W, Baker.
Secretary of Games Committee : H. A. Smith.

ROLL OF HONOUR

Killed

« Sgt. Observer M. H. C. Ashdown, R.A.F.
Sgt. Air Gunner J. A. G. Billingham, R.A
Flying Officer A. V. I, Cook, R.A.T.
Flight Lieut. R. Barnes, D.F.C,, R.A.F.

» Signalman V. E. Sayer, R.C.S.

« Lieut. J. W. Robbins, R.A.
Lieut. A. Uff, R.A.C.
Pilot Officer R. Jones, R.A.F.
Sgt. Gunner Derek C. Maynard, R.A.F.
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D. Franks, R.A.F.
Flight Sgt. John F. Smith, R.A.F.

Missing, presumed killed
Sgt. Pilot J. A. Smith, R.AF.
Pilot Officer S. G. Palk, R.A.F.
Sub-Lieut. J. Fisher, RN.V.R.
Missing
Sgt. F. Spinks, R.AF.
W. Bailey, R.AF.

GENERAL SCHOOL CERTIFICATE RESULTS
Midsummer, 1945

ForM V3

Ashley, Ayling (M.), Birch, Cheatle, Clayton, Cotterell, Crom-
well (M.), Godwin, Harrington, Hodges, Hope, Jenner "(M.),
Lockwood (M.), Needham, Phillips, Priestman, Standish, Tanner (M.),
Tutchell, Wilkinson (M.).

ForMm V2
Amey, Bedford, Buckingham, Burgess, Cunningham, Heath,
Horton, James, Jochimsen, Mackintosh, Newman, Plumridge, Swash,
Tomkins (M.), Trickey, Watson, Wilson (M.).
ForMm VI
Burton, Fleet, Hale, Jahn, Packham, Smith, Warham, White.
‘“M.” denotes exemption from Matriculation.

HIGHER SCHOOL CERTIFICATE RESULTS
Midsummer, 1945

ARTS
C. W. Baker (Fr.), R. A. Bradley, Chamberlain (Geog.), Ellis,
Eyles (Geog.), Harrison, Jones, Lutz, Petts, Saunders, Taylor.

SCIENCE

Bird, A. G. Hopkins, Howard, Jepson, P. R. Mason, Moss (Chem.),
Newman, Overell, I', Potton, Salter, Starck, Tuthill, Wiggins.

EconoMics

Ellis, H. A. Smith.

The parentheses denote ‘‘ Distinction ” in French, Geography
and Chemistry.

SCHOOL TENTH ANNIVERSARY

On September 19th staff and prefects, past and present, assembled
with John Garrett and our present Headmaster in the Gymnasium
to celebrate the School’s Tenth Anniversary. The somewhat austere
nature of the surroundings was relieved by the presence of the
Birthday Cake, cooked by a member of the kitchen staff, and standing
in the middle with its ten candles flickering in the cool air, while the
wall-bars stood stiffly to attention.

As journalists are wont to say, the banquet spread before us was
sumptuous. Trestle tables, accustomed to the normal fare of School
lunch, were overloaded with the dishes of pre-war parties; there was
almost enough tea to allow rivers of it to flow in the corridors.

In thesc conditions conversation was not formal. The contempo-
rary weather conditions were not discussed, nor health.  Beside these
cold conventions, what X. was doing at Bombay or whether Y. was
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demobilised appeared as live, interesting topics. Needless to say,
they were not exhausted when the cake was formally cut by
John Green. )

John Garrett was then prevailed upon to speak. He delighted
his audience by a stimulating account of his own rabbit-keeping days
at this School, a subject called to mind by the jellies cast in rabbits’
forms on the table in front of him. His account, brief though it was,
of recollections of his life at Raynes Park was like hearing ‘* footfalls
echo in the memory.”

The evening ended with the reading of Greetings Telegrams from
Mr. Gibb, who was unfortunately unable to be present, and from
Ian Smith serving in His Majesty’s Forces.

C. W.B.

VISIT TO ‘“HENRY V”

On the tenth anniversary of the School’s opening, the whole
Scheol proceeded to the Odeon, Shannon Corner, to enjoy Laurence
Olivier’s production of Shakespeare’s “ Henry V.” The film was
of about two and a half hours’ duration, at the end of which time
the School, seniors and juniors alike, expressed their wholehearted
approval of this excellent production.

In photography, acting and setting the film, in at least one opinion,
was unsurpassed.

The opening was unusual and natural ; one sensed the excitement
caused by the imminence of a new play—the hurried running up of
the flag over the Globe Theatre, the signals to the musicians eagerly
waiting, and the anticipatory murmurings of the groundlings, as they
flocked to their desired points of vantage. The Elizabethan atmosphere
was well simulated.

To place the first scene actually inside the Globe Theatre was,
1 think, well done. By this device one could grasp more firmly and
satisfactorily the Elizabethan attitude towards playgoing. One noted
the gallants swaggering, in slashed velvet and scarlet hose, on to the
stage itself, there to indulge in good-humoured banter with the actors.
That great enemy of the open-air Elizabethan theatre, the rain, was
here depicted, the actors continuing the performance although
uncomfortably dampened. Prominence was also given to the custom
of bowing the actors off the stage.

Technically, the lengthy opening speech of the Archbishop of
Canterbury, which is so apt to pall, is unsuited to cinematic technique.
This was overcome admirably by breaking the speech up into a series
of amusing contretemps—the Archbishop forgetting his lines, and the
temperamental Archbishop of Ely refusing finally to retrieve the
fallen maps.

The photography was excellent, and there was a number of
unusual shots, notably the photograph of that magnificent first flight
of English arrows. The brief glimpse of the terror-stricken horse
during the battle, effectively symbolised the confusion and strife
of the moment ; the sight of the horses’ hooves, and gay raiment of
the knights reflected in the waters of the maish, also gave a realistic
impression of the prelude to battle; and the close-up of the inter-
locked hands of Princess Katherine and King Henry, with the rings
of France and England side by side, symbolised the union of the
two countries.

The settings were beauntiful throughout. Especially notable was
the first sight of the French Court; there was a pre-Raphaelite quality
in the depiction of the Court ruled over by the senile French King.

Laurence Olivier as Henry V was superb, but his penchant for
screaming the last few words of his inspiring speeches was rather
jarring to the ear.
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Milton’s

House Captain : D. Saunders.
Sub-Prefect : Faulkner.

This term we experienced a great loss in the disappearance of
our Captain, R. A. Bradley, whose steady dependable qualities exerted
a great influence on the House.

It gives us great pleasure to record our first Rugger victory in
the House Competition for three years, defeating Gibb’s by 6—3,
although previously we lost to Halliwell’s by about 39—0. We will
now, on December 12th, play Newsom’s for second place. If, however,
we are defeated by a large amount third place will go to Cobb’s.
However, we hope to press Newsom’s very hard, and perhaps
beat them.

This term, on November 19th, we had a House Supper, not to
celebrate anything but merely because it was a good idea. Osmint,
Hatswell, Bird and Alder, who organised the main events of the
programme, are to be congratulated for their success. We thank the
kitchen for their efforts, and the parents for their supplies of food
We hope that in a year or two we shall be able to have a House Supper
celebrating our first capture of the Cock House Cup.

D. M. S.

Newsom'’s

House Captain : A. H. Bartram,

Vice-Capiain : H. Wiggins.

House Prefects : Doling, Jarrow, Harrison, Mason,

The marked improvement of the House last year, on the sports

field was followed by the usual Newsom’s high standard in schoolwork,
In the Higher Certificate F. Potton, Howard and Eyles were awarded
County Scholarships, the latter gaining the prize for the best result in
the examination.

Rugger
Captain : A. H. Bartram,
Vice-Captain : Harrison. :

The adoption of a second place in the inter-house tournament has
considerably enhanced its interest. We have played two House matches
so far this term. The first against Gibb’s, we won by 8 points to 3,
after a good hearted brawl. Halliwell's, however, proved too strong
for us but although we were defeated by 24 points to 9, we were never
overwhelmed. The remaining match is against Milton’s for second
place. Any success we may have in the rugger can be attributed to
the enthusiasm and strength of the middle part of the House.

Hodkin is to be congratulated on being awarded hiscricket colours
last term, and A. H. Bartram on his rugger colours this term.

Finally I wish to welcome on behalf of the rest of the House the
following new members, whom I would remind that they are as much
part of the House as the most senior members. We look to them to
further the glory of the House.

Bartram B, Crozier, Farmer, Florentine, Hollyfield, Holmes J,
Munday, Paine, Redish, Rippengal, Withers and Fry. AH.B.

JUNIOR SCIENCE CLUB

The Junior Science Club was divided at the beginning of this
term, the General Science Club meeting the Natural History Club.
Both groups had three meetings during the term. The first meeting
of the General Science Club was lectured to by Mr. Hanson. His
subject was
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‘ Seeing is Believing,
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and he gave many examples of




when seeing was not believing, The second meeting was taken by
Melmoth and Jeffery of Mi, who gave a talk and demonstration
concerning the Halogens. At the third meeting some models of
electric motors were made.

The Natural History Club was in Miss Whitman's charge, and
the first meeting consisted of a walk round the School garden, many
interesting facts being observed. The second meeting was a talk
on ‘ Creepy Crawly Things,” which dealt with spiders and other
creeping creatures. The last meeting was another talk about preparing
and keeping a nature scrap book and diary, which is to be kept through
the holidays by the members.

I.B. B:

RUGBY

The season has been difficult but interesting. The 1st XV com-
menced with three good wins. The difficulty of finding a reliable
full-back and later of replacing Cotterill at stand-off half, necessitated
re-making a team. The latter part of the season has been decidedly
successful. The School lost very narrowly to the Bec School and to the
Tiffins School but beat the Rutlish School in a fine game of football.
The Captain and Secretary must be congratulated upon their efforts
and enthusiasm. It has been most pleasing to see the School Home
matches so well attended. The record of the 2nd XV affords little
satisfaction and we must hope that many of the 1st XV will be available
next season. LW,

Characters of the Team

A. G. Hopkins: A good, hard working forward, energetic and
always well-up. A very reliable Captain.

G. E. Green : Strond and speedy, with a powerful hand-off. Has
scored scme spectacular Tries.

P. R. Mason : A good forward who has filled the Full-Back position
since half term in a determined and plucky manner. Sometimes suffers
from ‘‘ nerves *’ but is to be congratulated for his willingness to take up
this position.

A. H. Bartram: Well deserved the colours which have been
awarded him,

Newman : A clever Scrum half with a good brain for the position.
Must learn to throw a long pass.

Saunders : A fast-moving forward, always working hard and in
the thick of it.

Taylor : Has develeped into a very good three-quarter. Good
eye for an opening but is too often tackled in possession.

Doyle: A wing with speed but lacks determination and has not
tackled well.

Faulkner : Plays hard, on the ball ; not spectacular but reliable.

Kentish : Uses weight in Scrum but breaks too soon and interferes
with Scrum half.

Sleigh : First class kicking, heavy and powerful but slow in attack.
Must learn to tackle low.

Thomas : A good hooker ; quick to take opportunities.

Ashley : Must not be selfish ; fierce in attack but must learn to

ass.
P Parker : A good kick but lacks determination to get over in the
corner at all costs. Tackling not quite up to standard.

Cotterill : Best Back in school. His accident caused us to re-make
the Team.

Thompson : Kicking good, rather slow and not thrustful enough,

12

1st XV REesurLts

Opponents Result For Against

1. Surbiton . ... Won 10 e 3
2. Beckenham ... ... Won 20 19
3. St. George’s College ... Won 24 6
4. City Freemans ... Lest 3 11
5. K.CS. “A” .. ... Won 21 13
6. Harrow 2nd XV ... Lost 0 23
7. Wimbledon College ... Lost 3 19
8. Wallington C. S. ... Draw 0 0
9. Bec School ... ... Lost 13 1’5
10. Tiffins School ... ... Lost 11 13
11. Rutlish School .o Won 14 8
12. Old Boys «. Draw 11 1"

Results, 12 Matches: Won 5, Lost 5, Drawn 2.
Points for: 130. Points against: 133.

28D XV

Opponents Result For Against
1. Beckenbam 2nd XV... ... Lost 3 6
2. St. George's 2nd XV ... Won 21 6
3. K.CS. 3rd XV ... Lost 3 17
4. Wimbledon College 2nd XV ... Lost 3 9
5. Wallington C.S. ... Lost 0 6
6. K.CS. 3rd XV Lost 13 14
7. Surbiton 2nd XV ... ... Lost 5 14
8. Rutlish 2nd XV ... Lost 0 30

Played 7: Won 1, Lost 7.

Points for: 48. Points against: 102.

CoLt XV
Opponents Result For . Against

1. Surbiton ...  Won 24 6

2. Wimbledon College ... Lost 3 19

3. Beckenham ... ...  Won 72 0

4. Rutlish ... Won 7 . 3

5. KCS .. ... Lost 5 32

6. Bec School ... ...  Won 6 5

7. ‘K.CS. ... . Lost 6 14

Played 7: Won 4, Lost 3.
Points for : 123. Points against : 79,

Colt XV

The Colts XV has had a very good scason and displayed form which
augurs well for the future ; a fuller fixture list would undoubtedly have
helped the team to make further progress. The forwards were especially
good in the loose, while the backs, though better individually than as a
combination, were full of thrust. Worth particular mention are Pegrum,
an inspiring leader of the pack, Pike, whose play as a scrum half was as
courageous as it was effective, Welby, always dangerous at fly-half, and
Cameron, a keen and rapidly improving wing. Two general weaknesses
may be noted—an indecisiveness in tackling, and an unwillingness of
the pack in performing one of its essential duties, getting down and
pushing hard in loose scrums.
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