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SCHOOL OFFICERS, SUMMER TERM, 1949
Head of the School : S. Priestman.

Prefects ; S, Priestman, N. G. Colvin, J. R. Hopkins, G. D. Pegrum,
M. J. Welby, J. R. Wells, M. D. Holgate, B. M. Jones.

Sub-Prefects : F. Bagley, A. F. Conchie, P. Fiander, 1. B. S. Law,
. Phillips, A. G. Simpson, A. S. Warren, ]J. Wilkinson, J. B.
Florentine, N, J. McDonald, D. A. W. Marles, R. C. Simpson.

Prefect of Hall : N. G. Colvin.

Captain of Cricket : M. D. Holgate.

Secretary of Cricket : P. Phillips.

Secretary of the Games Committee : S. Priestman.
Librarian : A. S. Warren.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

The Editors acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of the following
magazines, and apologise for any inadvertent omissions :—Alden-
hamian, Radleian, Kingstonian, Ashteadian, Wellingtonian, Fettesian,
Bryanston Saga, Bristol Grammar School Chronicle, Wimbledon High
School Magazine, Caterhamian.

Editors : William Walsh, Iisq., J. R. Hopkins.

Committee : S. Priestman, A. J. Forward, D. Powell, ]J. M. Hoare,
J. R. Wells, C. M. White.

THE SPUR
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“To each his need, from each his power”

Vol. VIII, No. 7. Summer, 1949.

OUR BUDGET

The account given here a year ago of the working of General School
Fund up to the audit of April, 1948, showed an addition to reserves of
some £150: the year just ended has seen the reverse process, for we
spent £140 more than we received.

Layge items, which will not recur for some years, account for
nearly half the expenditure. Such major expenses were £90 for the
part share of the new cine-projector, £80 for the new printing press,
£30 for the boxing-ring cover and fittings, £17 for the extra Hall chairs,
48 for two new pictures, £5 for repairs to the School camera, totalling
over £230.

Regulay expenditure, however, is heavy too. The magazines and
diaries cost £122 more than was received for them, games expenses and
running School teams cost £74, of the Library expenses (£52) after
parents’ gifts at Open Night we had £7 to find, and subscriptions, to
the Rugby Union and other such organisations, came to £15, and other
smaller expenses brought the total on this head to over £233.

Result : a grand total of expenditure of £463 15s. 44d.

Ouy total income, towards this, came to £322 3s. 4d.

Of this, the collections early each term brought in £208 3s. 4d.

.Some boys regularly bring more than 3s. 6d., but those who give nothing
bring the average down to about that figure. From the 1948 Garden
Party the School received £114. And that is all. The School Plays,
successful though they were (though receipts were a little less than last
year), were also expensive ; and as some permanent additions also were
made to our equipment—extra lighting, twin gramophone turntables,
new costumes, etc.—the stage cost £9 more than it took over the year,
and had no surplus to pass to G.S.F. We had also a special gift of £30
to buy a picture for the School; but this, though still unspent, is not
income for ordinary purposes. So in the year we used up £141 12s. 04d.
from previous savings.

Obviously we cannot go on s0. Expenses should be less this year,
but ahead lie some large items, for example, curtains for the front of the
stage, to replace our collection of black-out material. Income will
improve as a result of this year’s Garden Party, of which the School’s
share will be about £175. Even with that help, we are living above
our income, and must either increase it or cut down expenses—and
activities. Hence the appeal for larger subscriptions which accom-
panies this term’s reports.

HEeNRY PORTER..

THE CHAIRMAN OF THE GOVERNING BODY

J. Hood Phillips, Esq., M.A., was elected to the Chair by the
School Governors at their last meeting. Mr. Hood Phillips took his
degree at Oxford, and had some experience as a schoolmaster before



he entered the administrative side of education, and became successively
Deputy Education Officer for Surrey and Secretary to the Senate of
London University. While with Surrey, he had much to do with the
development of this School from its early days, and has served, the
Governing Body for many years formerly as Clerk and latterly as the
representative of the University of London. His many ties with the
School include a particularly strong one with the Scout Group: he is
Commissioner for Education at Scout Headquarters. In many ways,
small and great, recently as in former days, he has rendered indis-
pensable service to Raynes Park. The School could not have a better
friend nor a more appropriate choice as its Chairman ; all associated
with it will welcome the accession of Mr. Hood Phillips to that office
and hope he may long retain it.

HAIL AND FAREWELL

We welcome this term as Senior Classics Master Mr. B. W. Vincent,
a graduate of London University. He comes to us from the Friends’
Education Council ; there, as a former head and assistant master, and
as governor, he has experience of a wide variety of schools. We hope
long to enjoy the pleasure of his company and the fruits of his scholar-
ship and experience. The Governors have also confirmed the appoint-
ment of Mr. W. B. Courtney, B.Sc., of London, who has been doing
Mr. Robinson’s work in Mathematics since last January. Both as boy
and master he was formerly a member of our neighbour, Rutlish, whose
loss is our gain,

Mr. Hazell, who was only sent to us as a temporary loan, left us in
June after two term's yeoman work at a critical time for the French
teaching, and for that, and for the full part he played in the School’s
life, we are very grateful. In his stead next term will come Mr. L. U. R.
King, who went from Wandsworth Grammar School as an aircrew
number of the R.A.F., and on his release took a Cambridge degree in
Modern Languages in 1948. We wish him happiness and success at
Raynes Park.

T. H. P.

HOUSE NOTES

Cobb’s

House Captain : J. Hopkins.
Sub-Prefects : A. G. Simpson, F. C. Bagley, A. S. Warren.

This term, more than any other that the House has known for
many years, has been and, at the moment, still is, a battle royal. With
the coveted first prize of the School year, the Cock House Cup, within
possible reach, in all events and in parts of the House, the team spirit
is stronger than ever before.

From last term mention must be made of the House Supper, to
celebrate the winning of the Hockey and Rugger Cups and a gallant
second in the House Play competition. Thanks are due to our House
Ngxs.ter, who led the House parents in making this a very enjoyable
affair.

House Play Competition—Although placed second, the House
should feel by no means dissatisfied with the standard of this House
Play. The difficult play depended upon complete understanding by
the cast and upon a very high standard of acting. As a result of un-
stinting work and a never-tiring spirit, they achieved both and all
congratulations are due to them. Especial mention must be made of
all those who doubled parts, a very hazardous enterprise whose only
justification was the brilliance with which it was carried out.

THE DARK TOWER.

Cast :
Michael Coss ... Young Roland
John Hopkins Roland
Ronald Ayres... Mother, Waera, Priest
David Beardwell Tutor, Steward
David Harris ... Soak, Raven
John Hoare ... Blind Peter, Officer, Clark
Ian Bell Sergeant, Trumpeter
Roger Nuttall Barman, Parrot
Jan Hayter ... Sylvie
Alan Simpson . Father

Jan Bell, Norman Blackwell, David Bowman, John Bullinaria, Gordon
Cook, Alan Melmoth, John Shepherd, Hugh Streeter.
Stage Staff : Malcolm Mackenzie, Alan Melmoth, Alan Simpson, Alan
‘Warren, Michael Aboslon.
Production : John Hopkins.

Most events of this term are, as yet, unfinished. In those that are
completed :—

Athletics—Although not placed, our athletes made a strong
showing. Simpson, A. G., led his team with true captain’s spirit. But
he above all would agree that it was the qualifying points gained by the
whole House before Sports Day began that kept our head above water
until the last moment. i

Boxing—Again we were unplaced, but not through any lack of
energy on the part of Bagley, our Boxing Captain. Throughout the
term he collected a team together for a sport that does not tempt many
followers. He himself was put in the unenviable position of fighting
one of the School’s champions, and fully justified his captaincy by a
brave show.

Cricket, Swimming and Tennis.—All these sports are still in pro-
gress at the moment. In all, however, our hopes and spirits are high.
There can be no doubt that if we win it will have been thé team spirit
that has brought us to the top.

Both in the name of D. P. White, the Captain of the House at the
start of the year, and in my own, I say to our successor, maintain the
spirit of the House and the cups will follow, inevitably. H

J. R. H.

We have been unfortunate in losing two House Captains in one
year. The wholehearted enthusiasm of White may have gone un-
noticed by some who did not realise how much time and care he devoted
to furthering House interests. He made a point of attending all
practices, and did much by his personal example to maintain a constant
level of effort in the House. We wish him the greatest success in his
career, both in the Army, where he now is, and in later life.

Of John Hopkins’ success much has been said already. We
expect great things of him at Cambridge. In his own description of
the House Play he has been modest in speaking of his own achievements.
His production was indeed a remarkable effort for one still at school,
and he deserves our warmest congratulation for his imaginative treat-
ment of the play and intelligent handling of his cast. He also has
shown the greatest keenness in his handling of House affairs and has set
an example of enthusiasm which many have followed. We shall miss

him and shall follow his career with affectionate interest.
G. J. A,

Gibb’s

House Captain : S. Priestman.
Vice-Captain : N. J. McDonald.
Prefects : M. D. Holgate, B. M. Jones.
Sub-Prefect : 1. B. S. Law.
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The House is at last beginning to climb to its former position at
the head of the School. This year we may boast already three second
places and one third in the various House Competitions, and we have
a good chance of doing well in the cricket and swimming. But what is
even more gratifying is the enthusiasm that the House as a whole has
shown in all the activities, particularly in the House Play and swim-
ming ; we may at last, I think, be optimistic in our hopes for next year.
House Play.

In the House Play competition we came third with G. B. Shaw’s
‘“ Androcles and the Lion.”” I am quite convinced that everyone in
the cast enjoyed the rehearsals from first to last, and, if only for that
reason, it proved a most worthwhile activity. Outstanding in the cast
were B. H. Jones as Ferrovius, C. I. Brown as Androcles, L. W, Bunch as
Centurion ; but the play was only the success it was through the un-
selfish co-operation and willingness of the stage hands and of every
member of the cast.

Athletics.

Although we were second to Halliwell’s in qualifying points, we
failed pitiully in the actual competition. Several members of the
House won places in the field events, but we seemed to have an un-
accountable lack of talent in the track events.

Boxing.

‘We were beaten by a narrow margin in the Boxing Competition
and had a good lead over the House that came third. There were a
notable number of wins among the juniors which should give us
confidence for next year.

Tennis.

We were drawn to meet Halliwell’s in the first round of the Tennis
Cup, and suffered a very severe defeat at their hands. With more
practice the team would certainly have done better.

Cricket.

The senior Cricket team, against all prophecies, beat Cobb’s in the
first round, and.so meet Halliwell’'s in the final. The colts whose
competition is arranged on a league basis, lost their first match and
drew the second. As has been said above, we have high hopes of doing
well in this competition.

Swimming.

At the moment we are just in the lead on qualifying points: if the
Colts and Juniors do all that is expected of them in the actual com-
petition we have a good chance of winning the cup.

S. P.

Halliwell’s

Captain : J. R. Wells.
Sub-Prefects : P. Fiander, A. Conchie, D. Marles.

Our successes since the last edition of Tae Spur have put us, once
again, in the running for Cock House Cup. We shall need all the
effort, and all the luck, we can muster in order to hold this trophy for
the fifth successive year. Still, by the time this is in print we will
know whether we still bold our position in the lap of the Gods.

Without giving more than a cursory glance to the Hockey com-
petition, last term ended triumphantly for us. Our House play,
‘‘ Hamlet,” was placed first for the Dramatics Cup. It must be said,
however, that Cobb's ran us very close indeed. Everyone associated
with the production, including the stage staff, worked very well through-
out the term, the cast surviving last minute alterations and cuts, as
well as the usual ‘“ nerves,”” to give a winning performance. Special
mention must be made of our Producer, John Powell, whose brilliant
imagination conceived his second success in House dramatics. The
cast was as follows :—

Claudius, King of Denmark Colin White

Hamlet, Prince of Denmark John Wells
Gertrude, Queen of Denmark ... Frazer Menzies
Polonius, Lord Chamberlain John Baldwin
Laertes, his son John Mason
Opbhelia, his daughter ... Peter Vogado
Horatio, friend to Hamlet Derek Marles

QOsric, a fantastical courtier

. David Powell
Characters in the Murder of Gonzago :

King... David Powell
Queen John Sanders
Poisoner ... David Bennett

Courtiers, Pages, Attendants and the Jester :
James Allen, Derek Charles, John Child, Petcr Cork, David Bennett,
Peter Casselton, Jobn Dunn, Brian Fewster, Alan Hopkins, Robert
Knight, Grabam Mitchell, Michael Phillips, John Taylor, John Sanders,
Gwyn Williams, George Lralls, Michael Dick.
The Ghost of Hamlet’s Father... Peter Strect
Production Lit. by Maurice Trimmer

Mustc Alan Harding

Prompter | also Technical Production ... [ David Breach

Effects | Malcom C. Cumberlidge

Stage Staff : Maurice Trimmer, Trevor Harris, Alan Inglis, John Rowe.
David Lawes.

The whole House must be congratulated on its fine show on coming
first in the Athletics. It is the qualifying points that count in this
competition, as they do in Swimming, and it was here that we first
established a healthy lead. From then on the cup was never really
in doubt. .

The Boxing cup, too, has been fought for this term. Our boxers,
under the leadership of Len Palmer did very well to come third, gaining
a few more precious points towards Cock House.

The rest of the term, and year, brings Cricket, Tennis and Swim-
ming to be accounted for. Our Senior team, under Jock Mason, having
beaten Milton's, has passed into the final. The Colis, captaired by
Lakeman, have beaten Newsom'’s and lost to Milton's, and the Junior,
under Taylor, has beaten Newsom's and lost to Cobb’s. ‘The Tennis
team, under Michael Davis, has started on the road to victory by
knocking out first Gibb’s and then Milton's. Finally, in Swimming,
captain Derek Marles, we are gradually creeping into the lead on thosc
vital qualifying points.

We will do it yet !

J. Row.

Milton’s

Captain : G. D. Pegrum.
IYice-Captain : J. C. Wilkinson.

The Summer term arrives and one fecls that there will never be
time to compete in all the sporling cvents which occur and, lurking in
the mind, are the thoughts of Public Examinations.

In the hurry of this term we hope to forget the mishaps in the
Hockey and House Play Competitions. \We were badly beaten at
Hockey. In the Housc Play Competition we were placed last ; in spite
of this, everyone who helped to Luild scenery and paint and those who
acted enjoyed themselves immensely.  Irom this point of view it was
a great succcess,

This term the prospect is very much brighter; the House is
determined to forget last term’s disappointments and concentrate on
re-winning the Cricket trophy. The first match against Newsom's
was a great start; brilliant bowling by Tutt the Captain, and good
general fielding by the side enabled us to take wickets quickly and they
were out for 57 runs. When Milton’s went in the Captain again showed
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his worth with a glorious 32 runs. Our second match against Halliwell’s
was a disaster ; some very accurate bowling dismissed the side for 14
runs—perhaps I should say no more. The Colts, however, under the
leadership of Wade, have won their first match convincingly, and we
wish them the best of luck in their remaining matches.

In the Athletics we started with a great burst in the qualifying,
and after the final qualifying points had been awarded we were third.
On the day of the competition we did quite well, and the tug-of-war
team must be congratulated in coming third after some strenuous
pulls. Our final position was third.

The Swimming finals have yet to come, but qualifying points are
still needed, and everyone who can swim is being persuaded to qualify.
Our position at the moment is good; we are third with several more
chances to qualify.

Boxing is a young sport in the School, and boys enter with uneasiness
into that mysterious thing, *“ a ring ’’ which, however, always appears
to be square. Still, many of the House, assisted by the few School
boxers we have, entered the ring and we were agreeably surprised in
coming third.

In Tennis we have played no matches. The team is under the
leadership of Richardson, and we wish it every success.

G. D. P.

Newsom'’s

Captain : M. J. Welby.
Vice-Captain : N. G. Colvin.
Sub-Prefects : P. Phillips, R. C. Simpson, J. B. Florentine.

The House has unfortunately been without its leader this term.
M. J. Welby, our House Captain, has been in hospital, and, although
he was at one time very ill, he is now on the road to recovery. We all
hope that he will soon be in full possession of his health and strength
once more. Our thanks are due to Welby for giving such a whole-
hearted performance in the House Play, when he was obviously not
feeling his best. 'We have missed him in all the activities of the House,
and we hope he will soon be back with us.

In the House Play Competition, which took place at the end of
last term, we were placed fourth, but even so, the play was a definite
success. The House Plays this term were all of a very high standard,
and Newsom's can feel satisfied, if not elated, that its position in the
competition was fourth. Jackson is to be congratulated on his pro-
duction of the play, and the cast thanked for its co-operation and
support.

This term is the fullest of the year; at the beginning of the term
one wonders how all the events can be fitted in. However, we seem to
have struggled through and we can look back with content and a will
to do even better next year.

Athletics. Captain: J. B. Florentine.

We were again second this year to Halliwell’s, and we feel that if
a little more effort had been put into the qualifying at the beginning of
term, we might have beaten them. Before the competition, we were
bottom of the qualifying points, but on the day of the sports, we pulled
up into second place. Many people did well for the House in the com-
petition, but Florentine, Phillips, Matravers, Michez and the tug-of-war
team deserve special mention.

Boxing. Captain: P. Phillips.

The Boxing Cup provided our second outright win this year.
This is the first time that Newsom’s has won the Boxing Cup; let us
see if we cannot keep it for many years to come. Boxing may be con-
sidered to be rather an individualistic sport, but it was entirely due to a
good team spirit that Newsom’s was able to win the Cup. There was
a large number of entries for the competition (let it be whispered that
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they were not all quife voluntary) and under the capable leadership
and guidance of Phillips the House was successful.
Cricket. Captain: P. Phillips.

On paper, the House Senior Team is a very good one, and might
have been expected to do its fair share in winning the Cup. However,
the team seems to have been demoralised by losing to Milton’s in its
first game. The team also lost against Cobb’s after a hard struggle for
supremacy, and the Senior team is now placed last. Our final position
now depends, as always, on the younger members of the House.
Swimming. Captain : N. G. Colvin.

Swimming does not seem to be one of Newsom's strong points.
We are last in the qualifying at the moment, and we shall, it seems,
have to be content with last place in the Competition. It is to be urged
on the younger members of the House that they should try to learn to
swim while on their holidays this year, and come back next year ready
to put Newsom's in the running for the Cup next Summer.

Tennis. Captain: R. C. Simpson.

The Tennis Six had their first match against Cobb’s, and they lost
by a good margin. However, all is not yet lost, and they may do
better in the future.

To celebrate the winning of the Cross Country and Boxing Cups,
a House Supper was held on the 24th June. Although fish and chips,
trifle, ice cream and strawberries do not look well together on paper,
they went down very successfully at the Supper, and to ensure good
mixing a game of rounders was played afterwards. To allow a little
digestion, however, a film show followed which rounded off a very
pleasant evening.

N. G..C.

HOUSE PLAY SUPPLEMENT, 1937-1949

1937.

Halliwell’'s *‘ Roccoco "’ (Granville Barker).

Gibb’s ... ‘‘ Bishop’s Candlesticks >’ (McKinnel).

Cobb’s ... ‘‘Mrs. Hamblett Records Her Vote " (Sargent).
No Competition.

1937-38.

(1) Newsom’s ‘“Noah’ (Anon. from Chester Cycle).

(2) Cobb’s ... ‘“Man in the Bowler Hat '’ (Milne).

(3) Halliwell's ‘* The Little Man '’ (Galsworthy).

(4) Gibb’s ... *“ Thread of Scarlet’’ (Bell)

(5) Milton’s ... ‘' Ghost of Jerry Bundler '’ (Jacobs) .

Judges : Headmaster, Mrs. Jackson, Mrs. Danks, Mr. Beecroft,
Mr. Raynham,

1938-39.

(1) Milton’s ... '*The Dear Departed "’ (Houghton).

(2) Gibb's ... ?

(3) fCobb’s ... ‘“Thc Grand Cham’s Diamond ** (Monkhousc).
Halliwell's  ““ Allison’s Lad.”

(5) Newsom's  ‘“ The Rehearsal ™’ (Baring).

Judges : The Headmaster, Mr. Beecroft, Mr. Eric Ward.
193940.

(1) Milton’s ... ‘“The Insect Play” (Capek).

(2) Halliwell's ‘“ The Man Who Wouldn't Go to Heaven (Sladen
Smith).

(3) Gibb’s ... ‘' The Dark Lady of the Sonncts (G. B. S.).

(4) Newsom's  Scenes from “ Midsummer Night's Dream *’ (Shakes-
peare). )

(5) Cobb’s ... ‘' Campbell of Kilmhor "’ (Fergusson).
Judge : Mr. Eric Ward.
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1940-41.
(1) Milton’s ...

(2) Gibb’s ...
(3) Halliwell’s
(4) Cobb’s
(5) Newsom’s
194142,

(1) Milton’s ...
(2) Newsom’s
(3) Cobb’s
(4) Gibb's ...
(5) Halliwell’s
1942-43,

(1) Gibb’s

(2) Halliwell’s
(3) Milton’s ...

*“.8t. Joan’ (G. B. S.).

““ The Seventh Symphony "’ (Dunsany).

‘‘ The Beauty Spot " (Ivor Brown).

‘“ Catherine Parr >’ (Baring).

‘* Passion, Poison and Putrefaction ”’ (G, B. S.).
Judge : Mr. Eric Ward.

' Murder in the Cathedral ” (Elliott).

‘' Thirty Minutes in a Street '’ (Mayerl)

‘“ The Critic”’ (Sheridan).

‘“The Anniversary ’* (Tchekov).

** The Amazing Dr. Clitterhouse.”
Judge : Mr. Neville Coghill.

‘“ The Ascent of F. 6" (Auden).
‘“Two Gentlemen of Scho ' (Herbert).
‘“ Julius Caesar '’ (Shakespeare).
‘* The Dog Beneath the Skin '’ (Auden).
‘** Judgment Day '’ (Elmer Rice).

Judge : Mr. Basil Wright.

‘“ Thunder Rock ’’ (Audrey).

Scenes from ‘‘ The Man Born to be King ’ (Sayers).

‘“ The Man Who Was Thursday ’’ (Chesterton).
‘“ Faust "’ (Goethe, trans. by N. Poulter).
‘“ Murder in the Cathedral ”’ (Elliott).

Judge : Mr. A. K. Boyd.

'* Christopher Columbus *’ (Adapted {from Louis
MacNiece).
““ The Devil's Disciple " (G. B. S.).
‘* Androcles and the Lion *’ (G. B. S.).
**1066 and All That *’ (Sellars and Yeatman).
‘“ The House of the Twenty Windows '’ (Pakington).
Judge : Mrs. Jackson.

‘“ Across the Board on To-morrow Morning '
(Saroyan).

Scenes from “ Hamlet '’ (Shakespeare).

‘* Qutward Bound '’ (Vane).

‘“ Savanarola Brown '’ {Adapted from Beerbohm).

‘“ The Applecart’ (G. B. S.)

Judges : Miss Judith Furse and Miss Cicel‘y Paget-Bowman.

(4) Cobb’s

(3) Newsom's

1943-44.

(1) Cobb’s

(2) Milton’s ...

(3) S Halliwell’s
Newsom’s

(5) Gibb’s

194445,

(1) Halliwell’s

(2) Cobb's ...

(3) Milton's ...

(4) Newsom's

(5) Gibb’s

1945-46.

(1) Halliwell's

(2) Gibb's

{3) Cobb’s

(4) Newsom's

(5) Milton’s ...

194647,

(1) Cobb’s

(2) Halliwell’s

(3) Newsom's
(4) Milton’s ...
(5) Gibb’s
194748,

(1) Halliwell's
(2) Cobb's

(3) Gibb’s

(4) Newsom's
(5) Milton’s ...
194849,

(1) Halliwell's
(2) Cobb’s

‘“ The Seventh Man *’ (Quiller-Couch and Redgrave).

‘“ Tobias and the Angel ’ (Bridie).
‘“ The Village Conjuror ’’ (Housman).
‘‘ Escape '’ (Galsworthy).
‘“ Hay Fever '’ (Coward).
Judge : Mr. Esmé Percy.

‘“ Marco Millions '’ (O’Neille).

“ Journey’s End "’ (Sheriff).

*“In the Zonez’' (O'Neill).

" Thirty Minutes in a Street”’ (Mayerl),

‘‘ The Poetasters of Ispaham "’ (Bax).
Judge : Miss Judith Furse.

“ Hamlet ”’ (Shakespeare).
“ The Dark Tower "’ (Adapted from MacNiece).
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(3) Gibb’s ... ‘" Androcles and the Lion >’ (G. B. S.)
(4) Newsom’s  Scenes from '‘ Man Born to be King '’ (Sayers).
(5) Milton’s ... ““One Night in November '’ (Waite).

Judge : Mr. Ivan Samson.
N.B.—An extended article on the significance of this list by
Mr. Peter Smith will appear in the next number of THE SPUR.

CORRESPONDENCE
BORDIGHERA,
ITaLy.
June, 1949,

To the Editor of THE SPUR.
Dear Sir,

It has occurred to me that it would be rather a pity if this year’s
House Play Competition were to pass unremarked in your pages,
because I feel that all who saw the productions last term couldn’t help
but notice what a vastly higher all-round standard there was compared
with, for example, last year’s competition or that of 1947,

This may be due to the fortunate coincidence that the leadership
in the various Houses, in the realm of drama, has changed very little
during the past three years. Or it may be because House Plays are
now regarded as playing a full part—in their own right——in the com-
petition for the Cock House Cup. Whatever the reason, the new
situation developing is very gratifying.

I have no desire even to attempt to assess the relative merits of this
year’s plays—that has already been done by an expert and, though he
may disagree with Mr. Sampson, we must accept his judgment. Rather
I would like, if I may, to make a few random comments and (I would
make it clear) I shall refer mostly to the highlights rather than the
weaknesses. .

Two of the plays were, I think, mainly distinguished by the presence
of a single excellent performance. In the case of Milton's, their pro-
ducer’s portrayal of the Gaoler—so grim and servile and sinister—amply
compensated for a complete misinterpretation of the part of Salisbury.
In Newsom's, although the trio of Kings were shown with some success—
marred mainly by frequent instances of incoherence—the figure of
Herod, weak, sick and almost senile, loomed massive and frightening.
1 felt, personally, that this was quite the best individual study and
interpretation of character in the whole competition.

I am sure the freshest and gayest production was Gibb’s of
‘“ Androcles and the Lion.”” It was full of fun and humour and one
felt the cast had really tried to capture some of the show’s rich dry-
ness—if one may use the term. Gibb’s were fortunate in having a
really convincing Androcles and a Lavinia, the clarity of whose
delivery of a large number of very difficult lines compensated for an
excusable lack of volume. The real fun, the cynicism and the moments
of very tricky pathos were all successfully realised.

I remain now as convinced as I was months ago that a House
should not and should never attempt anything as gigantic as ** Hamlet.”
Shakespeare, the Poet ; Shakespeare, the dramatist; Shakespeare, the
philosopher is completely lost. Something, admittedly, is created in
his place.  The question is whether that something is entirely desirable.
Having started off on the wrong foot, Halliwell's displayed a lot of
faltering in a brave attempt to get in step, and it is to their credit that
the final result was so palatable. The large cast was of inadequate
quality on the whole, though a pleasant if rather insubstantial and one-
sided Prince showed moments of intuitive power and dignity. The
King was good but, one felt, rather at sea in this welter of colour and
fussyness. There were times wheh the stage made me, at least, think
rather unkindly of a Victorian drawing-room,
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