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T H E  S P U R  

"To each his need, from each his power" 

Vol. IX., No. 2. Summer, 1950. 

IN MEMORIAM 
1939 - 1945 

M. H. C. ASHDOWN W. A. BAILEY R. W. JONES 
1. A. G. BILLINGHAM R. L. BARNES D. C. MAYNARD 
b. H. ELLIS 
J .  W. ROBBINS 
J. F. SMITH 
S. G. PALIC 

A. V. I .  COOK F. E.  SPINKS - .~ 

J. E.  FISHER A. UFF 
B. PARKER J. A. SMITH 
V. G. SAYER R. D. FRANKS 

We Shall Remember Them 
In the brittle half light of the evening ; 
In the masculine precision of the dawn ; 
In the enervating hcat of midmorning ; 
With human sweat alone to  lay the dust, 
In such minutes do wc feel them martyrs, 
And would restore them that life they have lost. 
They died for England, and the Sun's rustic pattern through the leaves 
And the coal grit and retl rust. 
Against old walls we see new faces, 
The ash and the elm have new leaves, 
Other mouths open in their places, 
Diffcrcnt flags flutter in the wind, 
But the worn and sunken kerbstone, 
And the dartboard a t  the local, 
Are cenotaphs of remembrance for these. 
These other few, whose footfalls are for ever on the path 
Eehind the door we dare not open, round that comer we cannot pass. 
Once were we with them in the foggy street, 
B I I ~  now the swirling globulcs of its mlsts coagulate, 
And thcn hang still suspended : 
The firm but bitter barrier of the years. 
Our memory of them shall be a rainbow without rain ; 
Their photograpl~s shall not be yellow in our mind, 
Their hands unseen shall finger-print our way, 
Their blood and wounds shall stain our course in life. 

C. W. R. 
Reprinted from fhc Fivst Folio of Verse. 

O n  Jzrne 4th. at a i ~ ~ o v i n g  cere:llony in the School Hall,  the Lord 
Bishop of Southzaark, assisted by the Rev. E. W .  Eyden, Vicar of S t .  
Saviour's, Raynes Park ,  an.d the Rev. Dr. I;. Coventry, dedicated a plaqzre 
in 13zemory of those Old Rqys  who fell i n  the W a r .  The  ?%morial was 
unveiled by M r .  John  Garrett, the first Head ~Idaster, i n  the presence of the 
IjTead Master, Adr. Charles M'rinch, the second Head 3dasfer, pave$zts rnzd 
r r la f in~s ,  the Gooemors, Old Boys. S t a g  nnd boys. 



THE GOVERNING BODY 
The Governing Body as constituted in 1935 was replaced by a newly 

constituted btdy in, January 1950. 
The old Governing Body was concerned with the School only, and 

consisted of 12 representative governors and three co-opted by them. 
Of thc 12 representative governors, three we]-e nominatccl by Merton 
and Morden Urban District Council, twc~ by Malclen and Coombe 
Borough Council, and one by the University of London. 

The new Governing Body is responsible not only for this School, 
but also ior the Bushey Boys' Secondary, Junior and Infants' Schools. 
and for Raynes Wrk Girls' Secondary, Junior and Infants' Schools. I t  
consists of 15 representative governors and one co-opted by them. Of 
the 15 reprcscntative governors sis are nominated by the Divisional 
Executive, three by Merton and Morden Urban District Council, one by 
Malden and Coombe Borough Council, and one by the University of 
London. The remaining four are nominated direct by the County 
Education Committee. 

The names of the present members of the Governing Body are :- 
Co~tn ty  Representatives : Mr. C. D. Cobbett ; Mrs. H. Cobbett, 

J.P. ; Fks. E. Hailstone, J.P. ; Mr. L. A. G. Strong, B.A. 
Dzvisional Execzrtive Representatives : Mrs. F.  Kerner, Mr. W. 

1. Edmunds, Mr. J. C. Hudson, Mr. W. S. Le Cros Clark, Mr. A. W. 
~ o o r e ,  Lady Palmer. 

Mcrton and A.lorde?z Rrpresentatives : Mr. S. W. Billi~lgham, 
J.P. (Vice-Chairman) ; Mr. .\. H. Gray ; Mr. V. Talbot. 

~Malden and Coonzbc Refiresentalive : Mr. L. C. I<in@on. 
Universitv o f  Londo?z Represeatatiue : Mr. J .  Hood Phillips, 

M.A. (~ha i rkan j .  
Co-opted Governor : Nrs. E. ITT. Eyden. 

General School Fund, 1949-50 

The accounts of General School Fund, our joint budget, for thc year 
ending a t  Easter have since been auditcd and passed by the Governing 
Bodv. In outline they are as follows :- 
I N C ~ M E  

... Boys' termly subscriptions, and other donations 
. . . . . .  Half proceeds of the 1949 Garden Party 

Sale of fixture-cards and THE SPUR (to Old Boys) ... ....... 
. . . . . . . . .  Open Night gifts for the Library . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sale of old projector . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Minor items 

I . . . . . . . .  i Total .A607 18 5 

EXPENDITURE 
Printing of magazine and diaries 
Library boolrs and expenses ... 
Games expenses, fares, teas, ete. 
Hockey Nets . . . . . . . . .  

... First XV Rugger Shirts 
Subscriptions (to Rugby Union, etc. 

. . . . . . . . .  Tablecloths 
. . . . . .  Microphone and Stand 
. . . . . .  Art Room Screens 

Potter's lamp, electric wiring, etc. 
J Minor items, aid to  clubs, etc. 

Total . . . . . .  

2 

Irou will see that the result of the year's working is a balance in 
hand of L145 11s. 6d., a pleasant contrast with the figures for last year, 
when we over-spent our income by almost as much. We had to buy no 
large exceptional items, sl~ch as the new projector last year and equip- 
ment for the " Oberon " pavilion and (probably) the stage curtains next 
year. On the other hand, the " income " includes the windfall of L60 
for which we sold the old projector, a pre-war GB-scope. But even 
without this, we received in normal income nearly a hundred pounds 
more than we spent, which goes half-way towards meeting the cost of 
the new stage curtains which we now badly need. 

Those to  \ohom the School owes gratitude for their work for, or 
their liberal expenditure at, the Garden Party will see how useful their 
effort was ; expenses on what might bc called the regular items of 
Games, Library (less Open Night gifts), and TIIE SPUR alone come to  
over ;6360-seventy-five pounds odd more than is received in normal 
terminal s~~bscriptions. As it is, the Fund is in a sound and satisfactory 
condition. 

T. H. P. 

HOUSE NOTES 

Cobb's 
Caplain : A. G. Simpson. 
Trice-Captain : A. Melmoth. 

This tcrm has not yet produced the majority of results in the host 
of competitions which draw our attention, but a t  the end of qualifying 
we are lying in a respectable position. We are unfortunate in not 
possessing a large number of " finalists ", and for this reason, qualifying 
points are of prime importance to us. In the non-qualifying sports we 
are also making good headway. 

At the beginning of the term we lost David Beardu~ell who has 
rendered invaluable services to the I-Iouse in such fields as dramatics 
and debating. \Ire wish him all possible success in his future career. 
Hockey 

After a promising start to  the season with several wins we eventually 
landed with a bump in thircl position. O w  Seniors played well but 
lacked the cohesion of a team which is so essential in such a game as 
this. The Colts, as usual, sparcd no means to heat their opponents and 
produced good results. 
Boxing 

With our " higger and better " teams we were this year able to  show 
that we can at  least defend ourselves with our fists. With several 
members of the House reaching the finals me gained second position. 
Debating 

After beating Newsom's in the second round we met Halliwell's in 
the final and after an extremely lively and interesting debate were 
narrowly defeated. I t  was the only occ:lsion on which the judges were 
divided in their opinion and evcn the chairman had difficulty in 
deciphering the result ! 
Cricket 

The Seniors, in their only match so far, have beaten Halliwell's 
comfortably and are looking forward to fnrther wins. The Colts have 
played excellent Cricket thro~~ghout the term and Halliwell's, Gibb's 
and Milton's come within reach of their conquering hand. Newsom's 
however proved to  be a tougher proposition and the match was lost 
by three wickets. The fact that the high scores always come from a 
different quarter of the team is significant of the uniform quality of the 
team. The Juniors are still trying hard hut have been unfort~lnate in 
not meeting with very great sliccess. 

3 
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Once again the  Spur Press has produced programmes for the 
Garden Party,  3,000 of them this year. They have also been privileged 
by being appoirited t o  print the  Orcler of Service ancl Invitations for the 
\\:ar AIemorial tinveiling. The Order of Service, fully produced i ~ i  
tlie now familiar Prvpetrra, played a fitting part  in the si~ilple dignity 
of the occasion. Thcfi after there was the Third Folio ?f Ij'euse, written 
by tlic l'octry Society, with its twelve pages of carefully laid-out 
printing. .And the  many tlionsancls of sliects of notepaper soltl a t  the 
Garden Par ty  have kept our two presses busy. At the time of writing 
the I.ibi,avjl Review is in the press and is t o  be publislicd shortly. One 
of the ad(litiona1 features of this term's number will be a four-colour 
tlcsign for the cover, illustrating tlic appropriate season. 

Tllc Printers Guild is indebted t o  Mr. Shoesmith of Messrs. Parsons 
Fletcher for his valued advice and for supplying us with our printin? 
inks free of charge. Friendly assistance of this kind is decply apprcciatetl. 

The Puppet Club has taken a well-ea.rned rest this term \vhen the  
fine wcather shoultl be all inducement t o  enjoy tlie open air. Next 
term they will rr-fonn ancl proceed with plans for the New Year's show 
in 19.51. 

The Pottery Group have made good pro<gress. Of course by this 
time in tlie School year each group has had ample time t o  show its 
;~l)ility and tlic latlcn shel\?es arc, in some part, a mcasurc of their 
success. \Ve have spent a good deal of t i~iie on glaze trials, particularly 
in relation to  r~rntl glazes. Thesc, whilst not being as straight-foranrd as 
our \+.ell-Icnown clear, or shiny, glazes, give a wider range of c o l o ~ ~ r  
cfkcts. The results have been cncoura~ing. 

Our first 1't?dr~f~tio?l firing tool( place ?n June. By this process th r  
colours of our pots can be changed cliemically by reducing the nietz~llir 
oxides in the glazes. The reduction is achicvcd by burning somc furl 
within thc ltiln when the glazes are in their molten statc. The Cliincsc~ 
pn)(lucctI many be;~utiful colours in tliis way some four tliousantl yrars 
ago. Our first results \vcrix liartlly rcmarkablc, but h a w  hccn 
sufticiently encouraging for us to  resolve tliat ncs t  tcrm we sliall t ry  
again. 

The other many and varied craft activities have continuctl tlicir 
progress and of coursc the  ycar's worlc \\rill 1~ ronntlecl-off on Open 
Nigllt, \vlin~ \vc sli;~ll tlisp1;~y a selection of our varior~s crafts tojictl~c.~ 
\citli pr:lc.tic.nl tle~n~)nstr:rti~ins ~ I I  the \vol-lisliol?. 

n. R .  s. 

ART NOTES 
Tlic boys who have lint1 paintings in tlic show-casr tliis trrm 

slioultl hr congratulatetl on producing a good standitrd of work. There 
has been a he;lltliy variety of pictures sliown, and in somc of the mow 
mature works a beginning of real understantling of the  painter's problems 
is becoming apparent. I should lilte in particular t o  mention Jeapes 
antl Mactgett who Ilave produced some very interesting work. R 
number of boys who have started oil painting liave been making studics 
of the \vorlc of some artist of rcpute, :md Jeapcs' copy of " T l ~ c  Fifr 
Player" by nhnc t  slio\vetl r~ sensitivity and competence of cluitc :I 

high clrtler. ivladgett's worlc combines a good natural scnsr of c o l o ~ ~ r  
ant1 composition witli an esceptionally fresh imagination. These is 
c111ite a School of Oil Painting growing up in the  Art Room and com- 
petition amongst its members is very Iceen. Work by Tillingliast and 
Andrclvs slioultl also be mcntionetl. The Art Prize is being kccnly 
contestd. A new venture has heen started this term with I"1lbric 
Printing and we Iiopc tha t  as  more boys master this medium. we shall 
have an cxciting variety of materials t o  show. During tliis term one 
form made a sketching trip t o  Richmond Park to  study trees whicli 
resultctl in some usef111 observ;ttions and notes. 
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Slowly we arc grttilig a number of scrcclls niatlc for the .Art Room 
for the bettcr csliibition of worlc and next tcrm i t  is hoped tha t  we shall 
be re ;dy t o  rcsumc tlic csliibitions of outsitlc worlc which u7cre such a 
succcss last winter. .krnongst those t o  be arranged will be one on 

Cards and another on Fabric Printing. l'rcvious cxliibitions 
liave provcd most stimulating. 

r\moligst nieiiibrrs of thc Junior Scliool wllu arc showing signs of 
tlcvcloping on the right traclcs arc liobcrts, Hopc and Dann. 

&lentio~i must also he made of thc  small but cstrcmely keen 1LIodcl 
.Tlic:~.trc Club which nlccts in thc .Irt Room o ~ i  evenings. 
'They li:~ve bccn working stcatlily through thc term and wc Iiopc t o  scc 
tlic rrs111ts nf their labours on Open Niglit. 

1,ooltiiig ovcr the years worlc, no s111i~ll task, if anyi111c should carc 
tcr tnkc a glance a.t tllc Art Room c u p h ~ r t l s ,  literally bulging witli 
efforts, one can comc to  tlic concl~~sioii tha t  .\rt is now dcfinitcly on the  
map and tiiore boys are coming to  realisc tliat it has, in conjunction with 
Craft, a vital part  t o  play in this School. ' 

A. C. I<. 

" THE RAPE OF THE LOCKS " 
" 'l'lic li;~.pc of tlic I,ocks," perlmps tlic largcst surviving fragnlcllt 

I![ S ~ I I I I ~  Iir~ntlrctl plays writtcn by Ric~lantlcr, belongs t o  tliat pcriocl of 
(;reek dl-anla c;~llcd tlir Nc\v Cc~mccly, written ;r.hout 330 B.C. Owing 
to  the p;~rlous statc of .\tl~cninn ;tff;tirs the rrnqualificd 1-ight of frcc 
SI)(~CCII \vil,s li~nitcd i~n( l ,  of 11cccssity, tlic dr:tiilatists conccrncd t l ic~n-  
S ~ I V C S  with t l ~ c  prol)lcms of tllc avcr:lgc citizcn, IIO longer singling out 
the  grc;lt ant1 iic;lr-great, plots if morc stcrcotyped, bccamc lnorc 
sliilf111. Situ:tiions ;tntl charnctcrs ~vcrc chosc~i wliicli wcrc lilicly t o  
;~ ro~~sc :  merriment among tlic spectators. Alciiandcr was cclcbratcd for 
ft)r his ohscrvittion ant1 lino\vlctlgc of c1i;trilctcr. Sotnc authorities say 
11c WILS il p I c :~s~~r~- Iov i~ ig  a.ntl cffemina.tc person, while others rcmintl us 
of his ra.lcisli ;\fl;lir with tlic notorior~s wva.nton Glycera (One is pcrl~aps 
Icmptctl t o  tlri~w ;I co~npni-ison with tlic Glyccra. and nIosc11io affair 111 

tliis prcscnt play). 
I t  tnrlst, lio\vcvc~, be gclicrally agrectl tha t  the  " Rapt of t l ~ c  

Loclts " is not, ant1 was not intcntlcd t o  be, :t great comedy. I t  rc- 
mains to  tlic litst :I trifle, ;L plc;lsant two hours' trafic of tlie stage 
co~~ccr~iccl ~ i o t  witli ~norals, but a. Irgal cluibblc. I t  dcmantls a brigl~t,  
colourlt11 ant1 irrvc.ntivc: pl-otlt~c:tir~n, ;L sl);~cioirs sctting ant1 gay cos t~~mcs .  . . l l ~ i s  pl-csc>~~t l ) r ~ ~ t l ~ ~ c t i o ~ i ,  by I'ctcr Smilli antl l3.n Vincent, scort.cl in t l ~ c  
b~,o;ltl co~nic sccncs, I)ut lrII tlown, witll one or two c-sccptions, in 111(! 
Inorc s r r i o ~ ~ s  pnss:lgcs \vh<:rc~ continual use c ~ f  t l ~ c  bench on tllc r ig l~t  
l i ;~~i t l  sitlc of tlic st;rgc grcw a. littlc tircso~nc n~itl :I. long \v:~lIc II]) a1111 
clown for l'ataccus ; ~ n d  Glyccra in the sccond 11a.lf of the play allnost 
cmb:trr;tssing. Tlic setting, although solving thc prohlc~n of tlisguising 
tlic arch ;III(I charmingly inoffctlsivc in itself, was on the whole uns~~ i t ;~ l> lc  
to Ll~c p l ; ~ ) ~ .  I t  1:tcltcd spacio~isncss :I lid a tlcptli wliicl~ coultl have INY.II  
a.cliicvctl by sr~I,st i i~~ting ;L sky cloth for tllc p;~intcstl liill :lntl tcni1)l1~. 
, . llic lighting, ;ilthougli :~tlctluatc, c(1u1tl Ii;l\;c been 11scd IIIIIYC sr~hll!. 10 
suggest s~~nl ig l i t  por~ring down on t o  :L (;rcclc street. Tlic costt~mcs, 
Ilowevcr, wcrc tlcliglitfully satisfying in all rcspocts ant1 I p;~rticularly 
;~tln~irctl Polemo's woncIcrf111 shicltl which sccmcd t o  1)urst on to  t l ~ c  
st;~gc with a blaze of coloul-, a most cffcctivc piccc of dcsig~ti~i:: ancl 
~xoduction. I \voultl lilte t o  pay tribute in passing to  Joan I<ilry wl~o,  
bcsidcs bring responsihlc for tlic beautiful costnmrs, was the tl~,siji~lcr 
of the quite superb programlnc cover, n rc:tlly Io\rcly pic~cc of worlt. 

One of tlic most si~tisfying monlcnts of tlic play was t11r itlyllic 
olx11ing witli the 1~';ln-liltc shcpllcrtl ( J .  I<. Stott)  pipi~ig to  tlic glo\vin:: 
music o f  \\'agncr as  tlic morning srnl rose, b r ~ t  soon to  be tlrive~i from 
thc scenc by thc rousing soldiers' chorus. Thc near ramming of 
Rfyrrhine's house by the drunlten soldiers lcd by thc gorgcoucly 
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model worked well, hauling a short (borrowed) train of L,I\'I.S. corridor 
stoclc. 

The standard " Dnbb " locos have t o  be altered to  suit our " Stud " 
control systcm. This has becn snccessfnlly done, ancl a tank loco 
belonging t o  onc of our members has also been convcrted. The two 
motlcls worked very well on the occasion of our first public dcmonstra- 
tion. 

To add colonr to our layout, other locos and stock, together with 
scenic effects wcre loaned, we hope the effect was not unduly criticized, 
for we werc conscious of tho ohvious lack of sccnic planning on this 
occasion. 

Since the Garden Party, we have set to  work building onr own 
modcls. \Ye l ~ a v c  also been able to add our own coachcs and control 
panel. 

Now that  wc have something substantial to show, \vc hope that  
fnrther members may be attracted. A den1 of money has been in- 
vcstecl in our layont, and it is certainly worth the support that  our 
enthusiastic members loyally givc. 

Visitors are always welcome on hfonclay evenings from 7.15 p.m. 
We work to  high ideals, hut although our present standards may not 
entirely satisfy our aims, our layout grows and progresses towards our 
goal. 

There is alwa ys interest, and we welcome suggestions and comments. 

OLD BOYS' SOCIETY 
For the first time, this is an  article from the Old Boys' Society 

addressed directly to  the School. I n  the past the Old Boys' notes or 
letters in THE SPUR hcld little interest for the majority of boys a t  
School who are its principal rendcrs, just as the remainder had little to  
attract thosc Old Boys whose School carecr was of the solnewhat dista.nt 
past. Now, when thc Society is publishing its own magazine, it has a 
chance to address in these pages those whose magazinc is THE SPUR. 

This, franldy, is a recruiting notice. The Committee hope that  in 
the last few years, boys a t  School have become increasingly aware of 
the Old Boys' Society. The fact that  the  School was opened in 1935, 
mca,nt that  the early stages of the Society's development were domi- 
nated by the War, and that  its essential expansion could not begin 
until 1946. I t  is a slow process in any event to build an effective 
organisation, but much has been accoinplished already, including the 
forrn;~tion of Rugger ancl Criclcct c l u b  with full fisture lists, mhosc 
successes on the field have perhaps proved astounding to  many. The 
great need now is more support, which really mcans more members. 
both active antl passive, for a most important function is t o  lrcep Oltl 
Boys in touch with each othcr and with the School. I t  is s ignif i~mt 
that  a large number of the Socicty's Life members are men whose 
vocations take them overseas, away from the opportunity of pnrticipa- 
tion in its activities. This should be notetl by those boys who leave 
School and go quickly into National Service. 

Essentially the object of its activities is the continuance and 
development of friendship and the community interest which arises in 
an  organisation like a school. Moreover, the Socicty cuts right across 
the strict " generations " of School life : the Sports clubs soon shower1 
how prefect an6 junior boy, and even those who were not a t  School a t  
all together, can mis  freely and profitably. But i t  should not be im- 
agined that thc emphasis is always upon sport, for cqually a s  important 
in effecting this object are the discussion groups, dances, rambles, and 
even the swimming in Qucensmerc early on Sunday mornings. The 

J " Old Spar," on the other hand, is a welcome link for all those who can- 
not join in many of our activities for one reason or anothcr, while the 
Annual Reunion Dinners slioi~ld hc consideretl the culmination of all 
the Society's activities. 
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Milch more cnn bc done and other ideas devclopetl, if our mcmber- 
ship increases and more of thosc members come forward to  give help. 
That is why wc wish to  bring the Society especially to the notice of 
t l~osc a.boot to leave School, for tilllc dncs make its utter cllangcs, ant1 
once contact wit11 thc School and the Oltl Boys' Society is broken, it 
is often tliflicult t o  re-establish. 

Thc Headmaster is also our Prcsident, and Mr. R. Loveday, 
Chairman of the Committee antl our chicf liaison in the Staff Common 
JZoom. Hc will always be rcady to supply information abo i~ t  thc 
Socicty-and, of course, to collect subscriptions. l:inally, i t  must be 
brought to  your notice that  the annual subscription is 7s. Gcl., and that a 
subscription paid by a boy leaving in July is effcctivc for the remainder 
of the ycar antl also for the whole of tllc nest year. 

Thc Socictv needs yo11 and \vc hopc you \\.ill cnjoy [wing a pnrt o f  it. 

CORRESPONDENCE 
To tlte Editor of T ~ E  SPUR 

Dcar Sir, 
May I once again bcg the hospitality of your pages to mslce one or 

two commcnts on and atld onc or two points to  Mr. \'incent's report, 
in your last issue, on the compctition for thc Michael \$elby Public 
Speaking Cup ? 

I will not commcnt on h4r. Vincent's view that  the clcctions this 
ycar have shown that people are politically maturer than formerly, but 
I would like to  take up this point that  a debating compctition can bc of 
value only if there is opportunity for plenty of practice in thc preceding 
months. I t  was precisely to  stimulate thc desire for this practice ; 
thc. desire to  continue antl develop the School's nndoubted tradition 
and reputation in the ar t  of public spcalcing that  thc competition was 
initiated. 

Those of us who were a t  School in the days of Jamcs Joyce, Paul 
Pringle, Rogcr Carolin, Dcnis Cheatle and the rest, all with their varied 
techniques and appcal, are desperately anxious that  tradition they 
helped to crcate and sustain slinll go from strength to  strength, not 
fade into the realm of forgotten things-because we believe that this 
is one of that small group of traditions which are healthy and worthwhile. 
Tllns the Debating Competition is, t o  us, a means to  an end, not an 
end in itself. 

Finally may I say a word about the competition itself ? I heard 
the final round only and a t  the end I was left with two very clear 
impressions. One was that  all the spcalrers appeared t o  be completely 
a t  case. There was little hesitation and none of those awful pauses 
when a chap who has got nothing worth saying is trying to  think of 
what to  sap. The second impression was that almost all the spealters 
laclced the ability to  argrre their case. Only one out of ten made any 
serio~ls attempt t o  develop a logical argument. The expression of 
passionate bcliefs clevoicl of rcnson is surely not enough. Speakers 
must set out to  co?rvinre the other chap. No-one on this occasion 
convinced me about anything, least of all about something as con- 
troversial as culture. 

Nevcrthclcss, a start  has been made and with the inevitable 
polishing-up that  something new always needs. I am sure thc Public 
Spcalring Competition will, in cluc course, after its period of probation, 
talce its place on cqual status with all the othcr evcnts in the School 
year. 

Yoi~rs sincerely, 
ANTONY EVANS. 
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u. Wallington C.G:S. 
o. St. George's College 
i.,. Epsom College 2nd X I  
I!. \\'andsworth C.G.S. 
11. Spur Old Boys . . . 
71.  City Freemcns' School 
11. Surbiton C.G.S. . . . 
21. Bec School. Tooting 
71.  Icing's College 2nd XI 

CRICKET 

..- -- -  ~ - 

. . . (A) Lost, 58-28 

. . . (H) Won, 47-25 

... (H) Won, 47-9G for 3 wlcts. 

... (HI Draw. 89 for 8 c1ec.-SO for 5 wlcts. 

. . . (H\ Lost, 98-83 

... (A)  Lost, 98-141 

... (A) Draw, 87 for 5 doc.-50 for S mkts. 

. . . (H)  Won, 98 for 8 (kc.-54 

... ( A )  \\'on, 116 for 7 tlec.-91 

1st XI  
Although the 1st XI  has cnjoyed a fair amount of success, thc 

high hopes with which we began the season have not been fully justified. 
\4'c began by losing to  \ITallington (Away) in a game characterized by 
inacc~vatc bowling, moderate fielding, and indifferent batting, on a 
wicket which was an improvemrnt on many we have encountered a t  
\Vallington in the past. Since then we have lost t o  the Old Boys, and 
the City Freemen's School, Ashtcad, but have beatcn St. George's 
College, Epsnm College 2nd XI ,  Rec School and King's College 2nd XI .  

Two fc:~tuws o f  this season's batting have been laclc of confidence, 
and the consequent laclc of scoring power. Adequate defence has been 
shown a t  times, b r ~ t  too many batsmen have failed t o  treat  full tosses 
and half-volleys on their merits, with the resnlt tha t  run-getting a t  
times has been more tedious and laborious than that  of a test match. 
Shepherd, and to  a lesser degree Holgate, have been esceptions ; the 
former has (lone well, but the latter has given the impression tha t  he 
knew he was out of form and wished t o  hurry things along a s  much as  
possible, (luring tllc brief time he woultl be a t  the wicket. I;i.rchc 
has shown he can (lo well if he survives his shalcy opening periods, by 
an attractivc innings against Epsom College, in which he lust missetl 
rcaching fifty, whilst \\'ade ant1 Rlason have done well occasionally. 
Of the rest, \\rright, Burgess, Tut t  and Jonas, have had a disappointing 
season. 

On the wholc, the howling has bccn a n  improvement on the 
hatting. \Vadc, thong11 not so consistent as  last season, has hat1 
brilli;~nt sprlls, particularly against St.  George's College, when he tool< 
seven \\~iclccts for seven runs, all clean bowled. Alclham and IVright 
have hccn stcady and consistent while Holgate {lid well against thc  
City 17reemen's School. Pcrcbce's ability t o  spin the ball, ho\vevcr, 
will avail l i i~n little, until he learns to  avoid bowling short, and giving 
away no balls by carclcss positioning of the back foot. The general 
impression is that more might have been achicvcd by more judicious 
use of the bowling. 

Adequacy without distinction has been the feature of the fielding 
in which slo\vnlincss and laclc of co~lcentration have been noticeable a t  
times. Quick, accurate throwing a t  bail height would help the man 
behind the stumps nncl enable him to  how wicket-lreeping rather than 
goal-keeping qualities. 011 the other hand he sho~~lcl remcmbcr three 
main points : first, a position well np or well back when rcccivi~lg 
bowling, second, the nse of the feet t o  enablc him to  take thc  ball in 
both ll:mds, and thircl, the carrying of the ball t o  the bails on every 
possible occasion. Fielding and wiclcct-keeping reqnirc practice as  
much ;IS batting ancl bowling. 

Of the nine matches playetl so far thisseason, four 11:ivc been won, 
two drawn, and three lost, b11t there arc snfficicnt mrr.tchcs Icft for us 
to  finish well on the crctlit side. 

W. H. H. 

2nd XI 
Z N U  XI I~ESULTS 

V.  \\allington C.G.S. ... (H) Lost, 27-5s 
o. St. C;corge's College . .. (A) \\'on, 6 8 4 9  for 2 wkts. 
o. Epsom College 3 r d  Sl . . . (A) Draw, 1 4 0 4 8  for S wkts. 
v .  Surbiton C.G.S. ... ... (H) Drlt\\,, 79 for 6 dec.-72 for 9 wlcts. 
V .  1% School, Tooting . . . (A) Lost, 44-51. 

" A "  XI 
LI. Badingl~am Collcgc . . . (I\) \\'on, 73 for 7 dcc.49. 
21rd X I  

The 2nd XI results have not bccn its fsvourable as  ~ n i g l ~ t  have (wen 
clcsircil but the gamcs have i~lways been c,njoyable. 111 tllc match 
;~ga.inst M:allingtol~ we s~~ffcrecl from a wealccned team but wcrc re- 
inforcetl bv three members of the Colt XI. \\'a.llinrtou scored 5S " - - 

(ti. Smith 6 for 20), but we were dismissed fur 27. 
St. George's College were dcfeated quitc comfortably by c igl~t  

wickcts (D. klackelworth 29). 
Tl~inking of lmt  year's crushing defeat wc toolc the  field against 

Bpsom Collcge with more than a slight tremor of fear. However we 
managed t o  forcc a draw, a great improvcmcnt on last year's result. 

Tllc fourth m;ttch versus Surbiton cndccl in a n  csciting finish. 
llavin;: dcr.l;~rctl ;tt 79 f ~ ) r  G (11. 13iggs 30 n.o.) we set ;lbout tlismissi~lg 
Surbitun. 011 llic lour t l~  ball of t l ~ c  lilst ovcr wc cttpturcd their n iu t l~  
jvickct with the score c1.t 72 but could not clismiss thcir last ni;~n. 

'Tooting Hcc gave us a~nothcr good nl;~tch. \Vc \vcrc clismissctl for 
thc meagre total of 44 but itftcr capturing 6 ior 35 :tud t l ~ c n  9 for 43 
wc tinally lost by 3 runs ( J .  Tcmplcton 7 for 16, including a hilt-trick). 

COLT XI 
Won 1 ; Drawn 2 ; Lost 2. 

In this ycar's Colt X l  we have one very good all-rou~~tlcr, s vcry 
])romisil~g wicl~ct-ltcc,pcr, ant1 a number of rrsefr~l hatsmon and bowlcrs. . .. Illlinghast has caplaincd the team with intclligcnco ;lnd understanding. 
He has shown good judgment in placing his ficltl ;111d haridli~lg his 
bowlers, and h ;~s  bccn constantly on the alert t o  makc tactical changes 
when necessary during the coursc of play. He has s l l o w ~ ~  initiative 
both on and off the ticld in looking after tho interests of his team, and 
has rcccivctl sblc assistance from several of his colleagues, in particular 
G. H. Smith. 

Ncarly cvcry member of the team can play correct stroltcs, tl1011gl1 
few 11;~vc ~n;lde good scores. Laclc of practice against gootl bowling 
and ftlilurc to  couccntratc closely enough are mainly responsible for 
this. G. H. Smith has shown most confidcncc, and he will bc a 
formitlahlc attacking batsman when hc lcarns to  treat the good ball 
with respect, a t  least early in his innings. Bullyan and Tilli~~ghiist 
play vcry good shots in the nets, but in match play show defensivc 
wc;~kncsses which practice will eradicate. Good has not found his 
proper form this scason, but should not lose hcart. He  has a n  un- 
orthodox style which can be very effective when Ilc is secing the ball 
wcll. Jeapes has grown in stature considera.bly since last year, ant1 
has had some difficulty in finding the co-ordination which good batting 
requires. He  will regain his form if he conccntratcs ancl tightens up 
his defence. ' Of the remainder, 1bIenzies has showl~ most consistent 
scoring power, and will be a good bat if hc remembers t o  move his foot 
wcll up to  thc  ball and so keep his forward shots safely along the 
ground. Jackson, Grove, Tulett, and Shepherd, D. C., are improving 
in ability and confidence, and Rose and Smith, M. L. loolc more liltc 
batsmen with every game they play. Ridgwap, though not a regular 
member of thc  team, has done well enough in House Matches to  suggest 
considerable promise, and Cook, also in House Matches, has shown a 
tl~orough knowledge of the game. 
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In  howling this year \vo have missed Chc. h ; l .b i l~~;~l  accuracy 01 
Grove, who started the  season late and laclis practicc. 1 hope a.utl 
believe he will rccover his form of last year. As a shock bowler Smith, 
G. H., 11% proved co~isistc~ltly effective, though his is ap t  to  tirc and 
lose his length. Hc should cut c1ow11 his run ant1 conwtltratc more 011 

accuracy. On a wiclcet which suits him, Lcc can bc tlc;ldly. \\;it11 
practice hc wiU Icn.rn t o  kccp down runs evcu on a wicltct favour;~blc 
t o  the  batsmen. Lewis is Itecn, fiery, but crratic. Rosc, Tillingllnst, 
Jcapcs, and Tulett have bowled wcll on occasion. 

Thc sta~ldartl  of fielding has been high, though so~nct in~os  I;~clci~ig 
llic cs t ra  " bitc " which \\-ins matches. Grove and Tillinghast Ili~vc 
k c n  outstanding in bringing riff a  umber of difficult c?tclics. Of 
AScrvyn Smith's wicket-keeping I havc spolien a t  the bcgint lm~ of t l~csc  
uotes. 111 spite of its meagrc tally of wins, this tcam couta.nls much 
criclceting ability which is, a t  present, obscul.cd by ncrvousncss ancl 
uncertainty. 

ti. J. A. 

ATHLETICS 
'L'l~crc has been ;i ~uarltcd improvcmc~it in the st;~.lltlarcl o f  scl~ool 

;~.ll~lctics this tenn. \?rc I~avc for the  first timc hcltl ;L 11omc fixture ; L I I ~ ~  

two ;i\vay matches bcsitlcs thc  usual 1;rrgc m c c t i ~ ~ g s  whicll wc attcntl. 
\Zrc started the  t c r ~ n  with ;L home mceting against \\ 'allingto~~ 

C:ounty School, who arc usu;~lly among the  Icadcrs a t  11nber Court. 
'The fiual rcsult was a win for tllc home side by 58 poitlts t o  55 points. 
\Vc were pleasantly surprised by the  result of the mccting as  we gained 
cight first places io  niucteen events. Among the  rcsults the School 
open high jump record \\-as brolicn by N. J .  McDonald, and now stands 
a t  5 f t .  6 ins. 

Our next fixture was less successful in that  we lost t o  Sutton 
County School by 55 points t o  43 points ; thc  only good pcrformanccs 
Iwing by \?rolltcnbcrg, who was first in tlic 220 ya.rtls in 24.3 sccs., 
Casselton in the 440 yards, who was second t o  Stoncharn-the Imbcr 
Court rccord holdcr for the quarter and half mile-and McDo~lald who 
was secontl iii thc long jump with a ju~l lp  of 19 i t .  G ins. 

111 thc  M'imbledon District Sports we repeatcd our performaucc 
of 1949 by winning thc  Senior Cup aud runniux a close sccontl iu tllc 
Junior Cup. Fourtccn of our boys werc sclcctctl t o  rcprcscnt IVimblc- 
(Ion in the  County Sports, whcrc they put up ;rn csccllc~it showiug. 
csl~ccially Cassclton by winning tlic Senior 440 in 53.6 sccs., I,;iw, wllu 
put up a new record in the Scnior Shot at 43 it. 54- ins., ancl Ealcs 
who ran away from the  ficld in tlic Junior 220. Birltctt, \Vise and 
\\:ollcenberg also did well. 

At Imbcr Court this yc;u our Junior tcam werc second, cqual with 
Surbiton County School, while the Seniors maintaincd thc fifth place. 
Tlic following werc placcd in tllcir cvents :- 
Se~riovs 

. . . . . . . . .  Cassclton 1st in the 440 yards 
G. D. Wgrum . . . . . .  21id in the  discus 

. . . . . .  N. J .  McDonaltl 3rd. cqua.1 in thc  high jump 
. . . . . . . . .  \\'olltenbcrg 4th ill thc  220 ydrds 
. . . . . . . . .  Lavender 4th in thc  hurdles 

Colts 
. . . . . . . . .  Broolic 1st in thc  high jump 

. . . . . . . . . . . .  Eales 1st in the 220 yards 
Rcevcs . . . . . . . . .  4th ill thc  YS0 yards 

./tcniors 
Michez . . . . . . . . .  4th in thc 220 y;irds 
Relay Tcam . . . . . . . . .  4th 
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Vrc have some very promising athletes in the making, and nest  
year I anticipate even better positions a t  Imber Court. The out- 
standing performance of the term t o  date has been madc by P. J. 
Ci~sselton, who won tllc quarter-mile a t  Imber Court, and who both 
won and broke the record for the 440 yards in the Surrey Secondary 
School Sports in the very good time of 53.6 secs. Next year I think 
we can reasonably espect him t o  make a bid for the Imber Court 
record which stands a t  52.5 secs. K. Ealcs is the only member of the  
School to  have gained two first places a t  Imber Court and i f  he improves 
steadily, shonltl be among the best athletes in the conntry. Broolcc 
did very well t o  win the  Colt high jump, ancl if he concentrates on 
style, should improve rapidly. \\rolkenberg has also run well this 
season ; his best time being 23.6 secs. for the  220 yarcls. 

This year we have started three new cvcnts : the discus, javelin. 
and pole vault. Natnmlly there are only a few \\rho have attained a 
motlcrate standard of proficiency, but ncxt year, a t  the present rate of 
progress, we should see somc good performances in these events, as  
well as those with which wc are more familiar. 

N. J.  McD. 
Ceneral intcrest in athletics has been good, a,lthough training has 

been interruptctl by thc  protracted nature of the  external esaminations. 
Some boys have shown a lack of persistence in their training, particularly 
when adopting a new method. In spite of thc fact that  most boys 
below the sixth form have had an opportunity t o  train on and have 
been introduced t o  the  western roll high jump, very few have attempted 
t o  qualify using this method, including some of our best performers. 
Birliett did achieve 5 ft. 4 ins. by the old method and held the high 
jump record for a few days only to  have i t  talcen away by McDonald 
who had a brief return to  his best form and jumped 5 ft. 6 ins. by the  
new, more orthodos method. 

RIcDonald and Simps011 h a w  worlccd very hard as  Captain ancl 
Secretary of the Athletics team and are t o  bc congratulated on the 
snccesscs they have had. I .  U. S. Law has given them vcry nsefol 
snpport. Casselton has been awarded his colours. 

LAWN TENNIS , 

The poor condition of the courts and i ts  surrounds continues t o  
handicap school lawn tennis. New netting has been ordered and therc 
is some hope of resurfacing, while the resetting of the posts in concrete 
was successfully undertalcen. The House competition was reorganisetl 
--each tew now co~lsists of two singles players, two doubles pairs and 
a junior doubles pair. Thc new arrangement gives a wider scopc antl 
fewer games t o  avoid the long drawn-out matches of previous years. 
A very modest fixture list has bccn arranged, which had a n  inauspicious 
beginning a t  Beckenham, where we lost 1-8, the change from hard t o  
grass courts proving too much for our players. 

P. 0 .  D. 

BOXING CLUB 
In  spite of our high hopes for Biggs' success, he was eliminated 

from the  Schoolboy Championships in the quarter-finals a t  Morden. 
He is t o  be congratnlated on his fine boxing in all the  bouts in which 
he has competed, and i t  is fair t o  say that  he was not a little nnluclcy 
in the  quartcr-finals. 

Gibb's, under the  compelling leadership of their boxing captain, 
Bunch, madc a great effort antl fully dcserved their victory in the  
very hard battle for the  S. B. Phillip's Cup. A total of nearly seventy 
bouts was boxed, Gibb's being represented in many of them, ant1 
providing six School Champions, as  wcll as  two mcmbers of the School 
'Team. lft-mhcrs of thc School Tc;lm did not b i ~ s  in the compctition. 



Fil7,l.~ki?q 00udrr o f  I-lo~tses. C~ibb's 162, Cobb's 133, Newsom's 122, 
Halliwell's 9S, Milton's 90. 

In.dividrra1 Ckai~t+iolis (School bosers in brackets). 
Jrraior 
Untlrr 5 st .  No Competition Under 64 st. Gooding (G) 
Untlrr 54 st. Bannister (C) Under 7 st. Hulatt (G) 

(Forster (N)) Uncler 74 st. Dorey (N) (Croft (C)) 
IJnclcr 6 st. IVeiglatman (N) Under S st. RIichez (N) 

(Gallagher (C)) 
Tnlernlediate 
Under 6 st. Dunn (3x1 Under 9 st. Reeves (N) (Taylor (H)) 
Under 64 st. Bnrrage (C) tlndcr 91 st. Eales (C) (Riggs (C)) 
Under 7 st. Gubb (M) (Overweights-ma.tc11e.w arranged ovcr 

(Hooper (H)) usual weights) 
Under 76 st. Andrews (hl)  Under 10 st. Langton (M) 
Under S st. Shepherd (C) Under 10& st. Christmas (M) 

(Pratt  (C)) Over 11 st.  Birlcett (G) 
Under 84 st. Hobbs (G) 
Senior 
Under S st. Hamilton (G) Under 10 st. Maclcelworth (N) 
Under 88 st. No Competition Under 104 st. IVade (111) 

(Palmer (H)) Under 11 st. Davies (H) (T~i t t  (M)) 
Untler 9 st. Templcton (G) Over 11 st. Simpson (N) 
Uncler 99 st. Shepherd (C) 

SWIMMING 
I n  a Summer term packed with activity swimming holds an 

important place, if only becanse water is a refreshing refuge from the 
afternoon heat of a London suburb. More positive enthusiasm has 
been shown by those who appear a t  Wimbledon a t  S o'clock on Saturday 
morning-with or withont breakfast. Then and on games afternoons 
qualifying has gonc ahead steadily, Gibb's being well in the lead a t  the 
time of writing and thus in a strong position before the actual Sports 
begin. 

So far no intcr-Schools swimming galas have taken place. On thc 
basis of those evcnts, howcver, and on genera1 service to  School swim- 
ming, the C.npt;l.in of  Swimming, D. A. \Y. h'larles. will awnrtl the 
recently instituteil Swimming Colours. 

L. D. T,. 
e 
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