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Cyclists Corrine Hall (left) and Lora Turnham celebrating their Gold win

FORMER PUPIL WINS GOLD
Raynes Park High School staff and students closely
followed Corrine Hall’s success at the Paralympics in
Rio this year. We were thrilled to see her take home
a Gold and a Bronze medal for Great Britain, bringing
the GB total to 147. Corrine has been cycling since
the age of 13 and paired up with partially sighted
cyclist Lora Turnham in 2013. They have proved to be
a remarkably successful team and won the women’s

tandem B 3km team pursuit cycling event by nearly
3 seconds. Following the Gold win, Corrine tweeted;
“PARALYMPIC CHAMPIONS! Thank you @loraturnham
for letting me share this moment with you! #wedidit”.
Mr Hayes, Corrine’s former PE teacher who still teaches
at RPHS, was particularly excited by her success in
Rio this year. We like to think that the A in BTEC PE
she received at RPHS contributed to her tremendous
success! Lora and Corrine have since attended the
Team GB Heroes Parade in Manchester and London,
and have even received an invitation from the Queen
to visit Buckingham Palace. Many staff still remember
teaching Corrine and we would all like to extend our
deepest congratulations to her and her family for this
incredible achievement.
Read about Corrine’s visit to the Raynes Park Former Pupils’
Society Dinner on page 2.
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Former Pupils’ Annual Dinner
This year saw another great turnout for the Raynes
Park Former Pupils’ Society 66th Annual Dinner
with 95 people in attendance at Glenmore House in
Surbiton on Friday 7th October 2016. The evening
started with the Society’s AGM. Tony Tuley, the
Chairman of the Society first took to the floor to
provide an update in respect of the efforts being
made to encourage new members with the new
website and promoting the Society to pupils leaving
the School.
The President of the Society, Mrs Heard, was thrilled
to provide an update on the School, the first being
that Ofsted had visited the week after last year’s
dinner and had given the result “Good”. The 80th
Anniversary celebrations had been a great success
and this summer the GSCE and A Level results had
improved from last year.

At the AGM both Mrs Heard and the Head of PE,
Mr Hayes, reported on the successes of the School’s
Basketball and Dance Teams, competing nationally
and internationally respectively. Mr Hayes went
on further to mention the number of pupils within
the School attempting the Duke of Edinburgh
Awards. The Raynes Park Charitable Trust is seeking
donations to assist pupils in this regard; their target
is to raise £5,000. Trustees were in attendance and
encouraged everyone to give generously. At the time
of going to press we are waiting to hear exactly how
much was raised but we think it will go some way to
reaching the target.
Following the AGM it was time to go down to the
bar area to listen to some gentle jazz being played
on guitar by the very talented ex-pupil, James
Hutchinson and his brother Robin. After socialising
with fellow ex-pupils, teachers and other members
of the Society it was soon time to be seated at our
table in the grand dining room. Here we enjoyed a
delicious four course meal and flowing wine.
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Society member, ex-pupil and cyclist extraordinaire
Corrine Hall delivered a speech to the guests relating
to her experiences in the Rio Paralympics, showing
her gold and bronze medals and making special
mention of all the help the Raynes Park Former
Pupils’ Society had given her in the past. In closing,
she presented Graham Francis, former Chairman, and
Mrs Heard a signed framed Paralympic cycling shirt,
to be displayed at the School. A second shirt was
auctioned off with the proceeds going to the Society
in order to help with future projects for current or
ex-pupils.
Once the food had finished there was then a flurry
of movement about the room as guests had the
opportunity to speak again to other fellow pupils of
the past, or with teachers that once taught them. One
group of guests, the class of 1956, were celebrating
their 60th Anniversary since leaving the School! With
conversations flowing well until midnight it was time
for another Society annual dinner to draw to a close
and another year to wait until the next one. Save
the date now as it is already booked in for Friday 6th
October 2017.
We look forward to welcoming new members so
please join RPFPS by either looking at our website
at www.rpfps.co.uk or emailing the Membership
Secretary at members@rpfps.co.uk.
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“ONE SLICE
AT A TIME”
Raynes Park High School staff and students
took part in the World’s Biggest Coffee
Morning, raising an incredible £607 for
Macmillan, a charity very close to our hearts.
With five cake stalls going on throughout the
school, there was no reason for students not to
get involved. Macmillan nurses are trained to
provide the best cancer care possible, and our
donations will help make sure that everyone
gets the help they need. The money will go
towards medical, practical, and emotional
help for those currently living with cancer.
Congratulations to Ms Murray for winning
‘Best Baker’, thank you to Sainsburys for
donating some of the cakes, and very many
thanks to the staff and students for your
generous donation.

Little Library Launched
“The only thing you absolutely have to know,
is the location of the library.”
- Albert Einstein

The English Department have been very busy this
term bringing new life to a previously uninspiring
classroom. Instead of a cold, bare room, there is
now an inspiring space for students to discover new
books and receive help with their literacy. We were
very proud to open the library to students this term,
and are thrilled to see it being used every break and
lunchtime.

- Dr Seuss

“Everything you need for better future and
success has already been written. And guess
what? All you have to do is go to the library.”
- Henri Frederic Amiel
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“Peace cannot be kept by force, it can only
be achieved by understanding.”
- Albert Einstein

Who Will You Make Peace With?
On Wednesday 21st September, students took
part in the International Day of Peace. Established
in 1981 through the UN, the International Day of
Peace was designed with the goal of promoting
a period of non-violence and cease fire. This can
be seen both through a cessation of hostilities
in nations where there are active wars, but also

through raising public awareness on issues related
to peace. A number of RPHS students used the
day as an opportunity to reflect on how they can
continue to promote peace within our school
community, as well as considering creative ways
to raise awareness in our wider local community
through social media.

“Peace is not merely a distant goal that we
seek, but a means by which we arrive at
that goal.”
- Martin Luther King, Jr.

“KEEP READING!”
This term, RPHS students have been engrossing
themselves in all things literary at the Wimbledon
BookFest. During the week of events, a group of Year
8 students were invited to see Gemma Malley talk
about her favourite book (To Kill A Mockingbird), and
to discuss the inspiration for her own books.
Malley is the author of several Young Adult novels,
including The Declaration series and The Killables
series. She went into detail about her experience
studying philosophy, her first jobs as a writer, and
how certain philosophical questions prompted her to
write these books. On the return journey, students
were full of praise, with one student commenting;
“She’s so clever, but even when she was talking about
philosophy she made it so I understood everything.”
We all left the BookFest tent with free copies of To
Kill A Mockingbird and The Declaration.
As always, the students behaved impeccably and
we hope to be invited along again next year!
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Jack Petchey Awards
In October, a number of our young people
received Jack Petchey awards for achievements
in the previous academic year. The event took
at place the Polka Theatre, Wimbledon and
celebrated the outstanding achievements of our
young people. We look forward to nominating
and celebrating the achievements of more of our
young people in this new academic year.

The Brilliant Club
A group of Year 9 students were selected to take
part in The Brilliant Club Scholars Programme. The
aim of the programme is to stretch students and
provide them an opportunity to challenge themselves
academically by studying university-style tutorials
that develop knowledge, skills and ambition. The
programme began with a trip to Sussex University,
followed by six weeks of tutorials led by a Musicology
PhD student. The students prepared a dissertation
which explored ‘How musical is musical meaning?’.
The successful participants graduated from the
programme at one of the world’s leading research
and teaching universities, King’s College London
on Saturday 1st October. The students received
certificates in a graduation ceremony celebrating
their hard work in the presence of their families.

Aspirations Project
A group of Year 10 students kicked off the
Aspirations Project, organised by King’s College
School, Wimbledon, along with a number of other
secondary schools in the borough of Merton. The
Aspirations began with a visit to King’s College
London, where students received a taste of
university life. This provided our young people
with an opportunity to consider their future
pathways, learn more about higher education at
a leading university, as well as attend a lecture
from one of the university lecturers on ‘Stress and
Psychobiology’. The launch trip was the first of
many events taking place throughout the academic
year to stretch and challenge our students.
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Raynes Park High School Charitable Trust
A brief history and an appeal
The Raynes Park High School Charitable Trust came into
being in 1998 to provide additional support to the school
with specific objectives formally defined as follows:
1.

to provide assistance to the pupils of the 		
school (including former pupils who have left
the school within the previous six years);

2.

to support the provision of equipment, facilities
and resources to Raynes Park High School 		
which are not the statutory responsibility of the
local education authority to provide.

An additional function has been as a critical partner in
big projects e.g. to enable the school to meet the eligibility
criteria when making applications for significant funding
from grant giving organisations.
The Trust has contributed to over eighty school
projects, mostly based in subject departments, but also
promoting extracurricular activities including school
trips. 15 individual current or former pupils have also
received small grants to assist for example with the
purchase of equipment or to enable participation
in school or research trips. The Trust has also made
significant contributions of its own to ambitious
projects such as the AstroTurf and other campaigns
which involved working with community, charitable and
commercial organisations. In this respect the trust has
been a decisive facilitating partner.

The Trust has to raise its own funds and relies
on parental donations e.g. through direct debits or
occasional one off contributions, plus donations from
former pupils or from friends of the school. Occasionally
fundraising events have been organised jointly with the
school (e.g. concerts in 2001 and 2010). As with all small
or medium sized charities, fundraising has become very
difficult in recent years. The school needs additional
funding to provide the extras which its budget cannot
hope to manage and also to secure matched funding for
the ‘bigger’ projects which would otherwise be put on
hold.
The Trust has provided consistent support to the school
for the last 18 years and intends to continue its mission
into the future. It can only achieve that ambition with
the support of its community – school, local, regional
and national. Much work remains to be done. Offers of
support are very welcome and I can be contacted via
email or via the trust administrator, Alan Painter.

Eliane Patton
Chair of Trustees
prekelinden149@icloud.com

Alan Painter
Trust Administrator
rphs_charitable_trust@yahoo.com
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News from the

Headteacher Drop-Ins
Here you have the opportunity to meet with
Mrs Heard (without an appointment) and
discuss with her any matters which may
have arisen. The session runs from 4-5pm.
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• Thursday 17th November 2016
• Thursday 9th March 2017
• Thursday 15th June 2017
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Take 10
Six Year 13 students were selected to take
part in ‘Take Ten’, a documentary film making
project in partnership with Chocolate Films. The
students attended workshops that took place
over three days which taught the participants
the skills to make a completed documentary.
The documentary is part of a larger project and
archive ‘1,000 Londoners’, a London wide project
run by Chocolate Films, commissioned to curate
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a digital portrait of today’s Londoner. Our young
people completed their documentary on Siyana
Shaffi, a GP within the local community, working
with refugees on the Greek island of Lesbos.
The students produced a documentary of a high
standard which was screened at the Odeon
Wimbledon as part of the Wimbledon Bookfest.
The full documentary film will be available online
shortly.

DATES

Governors

The Governors have
got off to a busy start
to the new school
year. They welcomed
two new Associate
Members – Professor
Graham Orpwood, who
FOR YOUR DIARY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
has recently retired
as a Professor of Education, and Ben Bennett,
Chief Operating Officer for a large firm of City
accountants.
At our first meeting, we followed up our
excellent A-level and GCSE results over the
summer by reviewing the School Improvement
Plan. This is our route map for taking the school
forward from the Good grading that Ofsted gave
us last October. The Headteacher is now working
on some revisions before the Plan comes back
to us for further approval. At the September
meeting, Governors also approved our Forward
Work Programme for the year, on which we will
report back to parents at the end of each term
and in our Annual Report.
Governors also carried out one of our regular
Strategic Visits to the school on 3 October. We
focussed on our liaison with primary schools and

the transition to Year 7, and on the education
of More Able students at RPHS. In addition to
presentations from staff, we were pleased to
conduct a Learning Walk to see the school in
action. We were also very pleased to talk to two
groups of students, one of them a very bright and
lively sample of our new Year 7s, a month into
their time with RPHS.
Outside of school, Mrs Heard and I have been
talking with other schools to the London Borough
of Merton about the future shape of schooling in
the area. We look forward to the council developing
their strategy in response to Government policy.
For us, the schooling and welfare of our students
at RPHS will always remain the priority.
One of the Year 7 students at our Strategic Visit
described the school as “one big happy family”.
How good that she had picked up on this so
quickly. Long may it remain so, for that is the best
ethos for developing our students’ learning.

Michael Ross
Chair of Governors

Coming soon:

Individual School Photos
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Superteams!
Who won this year?

The results are in! Superteams this year was an
incredible success and there was a huge turnout
of parents and carers who came along to support.
There were competitions in Maths, Football,
Basketball, Dodgeall, Art, Dance, Cooking, X-Factor
and the ever-popular Tug-of-War. Very many
thanks to all staff involved.

Maths

1ST Halliwells + Miltons
2ND Newsoms
3RD Gibbs

Football

1ST Gibbs
2ND Halliwells
3RD Miltons
4TH Newsoms

Basketball

1ST Halliwells
2ND Newsoms
3RD Gibbs
4TH Miltons

Dodgeball
1ST Gibbs
2ND Newsoms
3RD Miltons
4TH Halliwells

Art

1ST Halliwells
2ND Gibbs
3RD Newsoms
4TH Miltons

Dance

1ST Miltons
2ND Halliwells
3RD Newsoms
4TH Gibbs

Ready Steady Cook
1ST Newsoms
2ND Halliwells
3RD Gibbs
4TH Miltons

X-Factor

1ST Gibbs
2ND Newsoms
3RD Halliwells
4TH Miltons

Tug of War

1ST Gibbs + Newsoms
2ND Halliwells
3RD Miltons

Final Results

Halliwells
2ND Gibbs
3RD Newsoms
4TH Miltons

1ST

jeans for
genes day

£777 raised by RPHS for
Genetic Disorders UK
Jeans for Genes is a national children’s charity,
which raises money for the care of children and
families who are affected by genetic disorders.
It first became a national appeal in 1992. Since
then Jeans for Genes Day has raised more than
£35 million. The money raised on Jeans for Genes
Day funds a range of initiatives that improve the
quality of life of children and families affected by
genetic disorders.

To find out more information about
Genetic Disorders UK, visit

www.jeansforgenesday.org
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Parent-Teachers Association

As a PTA we will hold four meeengs over the
course of the year. Everyone is welcome.
Aims: To work together as parents and
teachers for the connnued success of our
school.
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6pm - 7pm
• Wednesday 2nd November 2016
• Wednesday 1st February 2017
• Wednesday 10th May 2017
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PE HIGHLIGHT

Raynes Park High School
Year 11s won on penalties vs.
Hinchley Wood to progress into
Round 2 of the Surrey Cup!

CONTACT US:

REPORT AN ABSENCE:

020 8946 4112

020 8946 4112

@officialRPHS

or

school@raynespark.merton.sch.uk

absence@raynespark.merton.sch.uk

Do you have a story you’d like to share in our next newsletter?
Please e-mail rburnham@raynespark.merton.sch.uk

